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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE 

FOURTH EDITION. 


Few words are necessary in introducing 
the present edition of this small work, 
Prefaces to liie preceding ones are sufficient, 
as the Author hopes, to uipologize for his 
niofiv('s. No alterations of the least moment 
hav(' been now matle. Other and higher 
eugagemeiils entirely occupy the Author’s 
attention. At the same time, the lapse of 
(U'arl y four years since the commencement of 
tour, and the various observations which 
have been made on his work from different 
({uarters, have not failed to produce a con- 
sldcrabh^ effect on his mind. The result is, 
that all the suspicions f^hich he expi'cssed 
m his first Preface, as to the inaccuracies 
and dthicis necessarily attaching to letters 
wriilcM in the liaslc and confidence of a 
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familiar epistolary correspondence, have 
been but too fully verified, 'I'he Author 
admits that the accounts are defective — the 
remarks trite — the descriptions feeble. He 

has also discovered that in some instances 
he was imposed upon by the persons who 
professed to afl’ord him information. Tiie 
distances he has given in the dift'erent 
parts of the journey, are certainly not 
always correct. To regret, iiowc'vcr, the 
publication generally is now in vain — to 
attempt arty considerable iniproveinent is 
impracticable, from the Autlioi^ actna! 
duties, as well as his want of means of mi- 
nute inquiry. In fact it is too late. '! Ik 
last and the present editions were woifu! 
oft’ together, in eonse(jnene< of' a dr.stiueiiw 
fire which broke out at the priiitei 's, )ii,i 
as the third edition was tie... iy roiapiefi if 
A very •considerable, number ot cam eis 
has, however, been now inlrodueed,amouni - 
iiig to fourh'en iir sixteen now pagi'.s in tlie 
whole; a po.stcript has been added lo flu 
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last letter ; arul a copious list of errata to 
each volume has been prepared. This is all 
that the case seemed to admit of, or perhaps, 
taking all things into consideration, to 
require. The candid reader will bear in 
mind that perpetual changes take place in 
the state of the roads, the greater or less 

convenience' of inns and hotels, and the 

» 

!('lativ(' importance of many other matters 
of detail. Some! alterations are also con- 
tinually arising in many circumstances of 
a nioral and religious nature in the different 
eountries to \vhich the Tour refers. A re- 
i ollecTion of tlu' date of each Letter will 
'lieo fore Ix cronie, essential to a fair and 
nnpartial judgment, even of these slight and 
iiiiperfect sketches. 

Perhaps the Author might be charged 
w ith ingratitmle if he wholly omitted this 
last opportunity of acknowledging the very 
numerous testimonies which he has rcceivt'd 
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, from the niost unlooked-for quarters, as 
to the general truth of his descriptions. 
'Indeed, the hopes which the Author enter- 
tained that a simple narrative, conveying 
the immediate impression which every 
thing made upon his own mind on first 
visiting the continent, wotikl not be uniri- 
teresting to young travellers, have been 
more than fulfilled. So far lie the loss 
regrets the unexpected circumstances which 
led to this publication. But he has been 
far more delighted — and he trusts grateful to 
Almighty God — ft^r the approbation whieii 
his moral and religious r(;flections on tin 
state of religion abroad have met will), 
and for the benefit which pious and well- 
disposed travellers have professed to dei i\ * 
from the advice he has oflered on tin; 
conduct of Englishmen and Protestants 
when prosecuting a foreign tour 


Islington, Marche IH27. 
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rii(' delay ill the pabiicatiou ol‘ the French 
rranslatioii of Mr. Scott’s Comment on St. 
Matlliew has not only arisen from the causes 
siafed in (lie note, (p. 290): hut from the neces- 
>i(y of each sheet being- sent to London, and the 

mipvacticaliility of finding type sufficieuttoallow 

i.f tliis journey, witlioiit intervals in the progress 
.)f (he work. Four slieets are set up together 
,!h> (j pc re<|uired for which is immense) and 
in [uoofs are worked oft' on their return to 
Paris as ((uickly as possible, and the type re- 
feaset! for the subsequent parts of the copy. 
P.n( still about six weeks elapse between the 
printing of a first prqof and the final working 
• n if off. A portion of this delay arises from the 
iinnicrons corrections in each sheet, demanding 
iwcntv ui thirty hours of intense application. 
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In the meantime^ what is done, is, I have every 
reason to believe, well done ; and in a work 
of so much importance, I have preferred the 
'inconvenience of delay to the ruin of the whole 
enterprize by an inaccurate translation. Half 
the gospel, or nearly so, is now printed off, and 
the subscribers may rely on no exertion being 
spared on my part to see this first division of 
the work — the gospel of St. Matthew, actually 
published this summer. 

1 have thought it right, in the meantime, to 
place this undertaking under the care of a 
public society with a responsible Committee. 
The Spanish and French Translation So- 
ciETY, (instituted in 1825, and of which the 
monthly meetings are held for the present ai 
No. 13, Guildford Street), has now tlie disposal 
of the funds in hand and conducts the design. 

Whether the gospel when published will 
excite public attention and be attended with any 
considerable benefit, most depend on the Divine 
jifercy which alone can produce such an effe< t. 
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But 1 have a confidence that great good may 
be expected ultimately to follow from it. The 
inconsiderate objections raised on the ground 
of the levity of the French character, and 
the solid, ponderous qualities of Mr. Scott's 
writings, have little weight. It is not for the 
nation of France or its general readers that any 
comment would be designed ; but for the minis- 
ters and Pastors of churches, for the seriousand 
inquiring scholars and students, for the sedate 
and pious heads df families. And does any 
one who is at all acquainted with the writings of 
Mfstrezat, Faucheur, Dubose, Drelincourt 
and otluTs of the French Protestant school, 
doubt whether long and grave discourses on 
religion can fix the attention of French Protes- 
tants and engage their esteem? Or can anyone, 
who looks into the mass of comment in De 
Saey or Calmet — the one in 32 thick 8vo. 
voluiiM's, of 8 or 800 pages each, the other in 
0 folios, and both of them un wieldly compila- 
tions of mystical and feeble and inapplicable 
religions glosses, without any approach to an 
evangelical, manly, sensible, clear exposition of 
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the inind of the Spirit throughout the Holy 
S^pliireSi— doubt the success of a work 
not by any ineaus so heavy in its form, 
'and in its matter so incomparably superior ? 
A revival of religion is a revival of seriousness, 
of solidity of character, of readiness to study, 
and solemnity of mind to examine, the Holy 
Word. The frivolity of Voltaire is the frivolity 
of irreligion. But I need not enlarge — the de- 
liberate opinion of all the leading scholars and 
ministers whom I have niet with in Frane<' 
and Switzerland, and the 500 subscri!)eis 
already obtained to this first publication, are 
at the least a snflicient authority for the essa_\ 
the trial, the experiment of circulating throu,!;li- 
out every part of the world where the Freneh 
language is spoken, the best practical coiinncnf 
which has appearetl in these later ages of tio' 
Christian Church. 

The proposed Translation of Milner’s Chun I j 
History into French, has, I am sorry to .say, 
been suspended by the continued inroads oi 
illness and pressureof engagements on the friend 
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wlio had undertaken the work at Brussels. 
But into the Spanish language the first volume 
is already translated by the Society which 1 
have just mentioned, for the benefit of the 
Spanish Americans; and the French Transla- 
tion will be prosecuted as the funds may allow, 
and suitable translators present themselves.* 

As I am giving these explanations, I will just 
add that the state of the German Protestant 
(.Miurciios to which I have alluded in my ac- 
eoiuit of Fraucfort (vol i. 68) has been fully 
dtjveloped, since the publication of the third 
edition of this Tour, by a masterly work from 
the pen of the Rev. Mr. Rose of Horsham. I 
!iad no conception, from thebrief remarks which 
my valuable Francfort friend made to me, of 
ilie I xtent aiul inveteracy of the evil. What a 


i’lit* Fff)S|)cctus of the Spafiish and fueuch Translation 
yun:wly iiiay be had of llatchard, Seely, Nisbet, or the Pub- 
\l^hev of volume's. The Annual Sermon and general 

of tlu‘ Soch'ty is at St John’s, Bedford Rbw, on the 
sit t'ond Wednesday in May. The Secretary is the Rev: W., 
Marshall, M. A., Newington Green near Islington. 
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portentous defection from the faith! What a 
feeble, corrupt, wayward thing is the 'human 
mind, when it once leaves the plain rule of the 
'divine word! I rejoice to hear that things are 
on the whole again improving. In the mean- 
time, let no yonng Christian . be moved in 
his faith by these pretended discoveries of a spu- 
rious philosophy in the Interpretation of 
Scripture, any more than the Reformers were 
three centuries back, by the pretended discove- 
ries of a spurious religion as to the Rule of 
Faith and the Authority of Tradition. 
Scepticism and Superstition are but two diseases 
of the same fallen heart. To explain away by 
sophistry the obvious meaning of the Scriptures 
— and to forbid the reading of them by a 
claim of authority over the conscience, are evils 
of a kindred nature. Satan our great enemy 
works by the folly of human learning now, as 
he did by the folly of human ignorance thn c 
or four centuries back. The Primary Teacher 
vvilt guide sincere and humble souls through the 
mazes of each kind of error, to the truth and 
blessedness of redemption in the divine person 
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and sufferings of the Son of God, and the 
mighty transforming operations of his grace. 

1 may as well add, on the subject of the* 
Waldenses mentioned p. 344 of this second 
volume, that a valuable work* just published 
by the Rev. T. Sims will give the reader 
the latestaccounts of these important churches. 
The renewal of the Royal grant, the endowment 
of an hospital, the establishment of schools, 
and the supply of Books, are all benefits of the 
very last moment, obtained for them by the ex- 
ertions of the Committee to which I have 
referred p. .344 of this volume — the amount of 

subscription is between £4000 and £6000.' 

0 

The excellent volume of the Rev. 3. Scott in 
tontinuation of Milner’s Church History, gives 
a most interesting summary of, the History of 
i\w Vaudois at the time of the Reformation. 


* An historical defence of the Waldenses or Vaudois, in- 
habitants of the Valley of Piedmont, by Jean Rodolphe Peyran, 
late pastor of Pomaret and Moderator of the Waldensian 
Church, With an Introduction and Appendixes by the Rev. 
Thomas Sims, M.A. Rivingtons. 1826/^ 
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If I were to say any thitiju, furthci iH fore I 
conclude this postscript, it would be to express 
my r^ret if any expressions in the course of 
unltecessartly wounded the feel- 
of ihdiyidualfiL . 1 have endeavoured to 
gufurd j^inst any reproach on this score 
by oiiiitting such circumstances as would l^d 
to the fixing of any of my remarks on particular 
persons. But it is possible that some reflections 
when read in the circles where they are sup- 
posed to be most applicable, may still be re- 
garded as personal and severe. I can only 
therefore thus in general testify my sorrow if I 
have unintentionally laid myself open to .such 
misinterpretations. My desire has been to Sj)ea k , 
frankly indeed, and honestly, without disguiso 
or concealment, but still with the consideration 

due to the just /eelfngs of every individual with 

* 

whom I had the pleasure of any intercourse 
when abroad. Perhaps the language whicii I 
have . occasionally used on the subject of tin; 
Houtau Catholic superstitions ntay, after all, be 
thought the most liable to objection — as being 
both loo general and too strong. After an in- 
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lerval of nearly four years, I will confess that 1 
think such an objection is not without its force. 
At the same time, troth is truth; and the 
warmth of a description flowing from Uie h^rt, 
at the first witnessing of the corruptions of the 
great Apostate Church, is perhaps excusable, 
so far as the motive is concerned. And possi- 
bly the very strong language used in the Divine 
Revelations of St. John, as to this portentous 
defection from the faith, may warrant much of 
(hut language of abhorrence which might other- 
vvi'ic be excessive, or harsh and unkind. But 
ill tliis, as well as in every thing else, the candid 
r« uder will judge. 

/ '' Mfirrh, 1 




ERRATA. 

VOL. I. 

Page. Line, 

12 3 , note, for no, read scarcely any. 

1 8, 7 , after The nuns, insert, or rather les Sa'iirs de la charite. 

21, 17, for Villeforte, read Vilvorde. 

23, 20, after fine, insert containing. 

27, 14, dele, de. 

38, 5, fur aqiiaj, read aqui.s. 

41 , (), after opi)osite, read it is said that some of. 

47. 9, for Alsace, read Baden. 

68, 12, yer 1st January, read Janvier ler. 

(33, 20, for as, read which. 

21, d<*le, and all our princes. 

(w , \u)U\for 48, read 47. 

77, ({, for (ilraiid Duke of Baden, read Electors Palatine. 

s(), K, for cliild or a niece, read relative. 

102. 22, for and TTuiigary, read Hungary and Turkey. 

10 . 6 , for of the Swiss Cantons, read part of the Swiss 
Terri torie.s. 

12 1, U), for 1681, read 1518. 

MO, l(>, for Bincitis, read Baldenstein. 

17, for Baldenstein Basili ensium,'’rearf B4le. 

8 62. 7, of note, for Augustus, 7’effrf Augusti. 

2.62. Hi, note, after united, insert with. 



VOL. 11. 

Page. Line. 

22, 13, for Monks, read, Chanoincs. 

23, 24, for was, read were. 

27, 10, after Provost, msert or Supericur. 

32, 3, note, for Italian, read Italien. 

38, 3, for 70, read, about 50. 

39, 5, for After leaving, read As we approaclicd. 

59, 4, for form, read principles. 

96, 1 , note, for may possibly be, read are. 

102, 3, for before, read after. 

106, 22, after Piedmont, insert, and of the kingdom of SardtnUi. 
128, 2, for Cardinal, read Saint Ca»'Ie. 

132, 8, dele lawn. 

154, 1, after her, insert tlnit. 

230, 16, for parish, read department. 

262, 7, for old Dukes, read Govcnuir , 

297, 10, for Fresynous, read Frayssinous, 

317, 7, dele, afterwards Henry IV. 

328. 3, and for almost unuei|naiiiled i/-id ui < ii - i 

a good deal forgoHen his. 

353, 10, for have, read has 
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SECOND EDITION. 


The following pages comprise some par- 
ticulars of a Tour from Calais through the 
Netherlands to Cologne; thence up the 
Rhine to Schaffhausen ; through Switzer- 
land to Geneva ; thence by Chamouny, to 
Milan and Turin ; returning by Eyon and 
Paris to England. 

The reader must not expect in thelse 
1 iCttcrs any thing of the studied and mi- 
nute details of a regular tourist. The 
author makes no such pretensions. He 
travelled as an i|ivaUd and as a clergy- 
man, iifter a life- sp^ in theological pur- 
suits, and his attention was most strongly 

a 2 
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directed, to the beauties of nature, and to 
inquiries into subjects connected with mo- 
rals and religion. His Letters are also the 
unpremeditated effusions of the moment, 
giving the first impressions made upon his 
mind by the scenes through which he 
.pasised, and by the information afforded 
him by the pious and learned persons to 
whom he was introduced. The facts which 
he records illustrative of the superstitions 
of Popery or the indifference t>f Protest- 
antism, of the moral and social condition 
of the inhabitants of different countries, 
and of the estimate formed of spiritual 
and vital Christianity, he simply describes 
as they fell under his own observation. 
Perhaps, he expresses himself with more 
farprise.tbah the reader would expect on 
f some occasions, from his previous recluse 
habits. Every -thing was new to a stran- 
ger emerging from his -study to travel for 
'the first time in foreign lands. 
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Some reasons may naturally be required 
for the publication of Letters so devoid of 
the ordinary claims to attention. The 
simple truth is, that having been ordered 
to travel abroad for his health last sum- 
mer, he was accompanied by his family 
and an old college friend. On their arrival 
at Calais, his companion and his sons be- 
gan to keep journals of their tour. From, 
this attempt, his state of health exempted 
him. When the time, however, arrived 
for sending despatches to England, most 
of the party being engaged with their 
journals, he was unanimously requested to 
write the firs't Letter. A similmr reason 
offered itself at each succeeding post ; and 
thus the author became, without the slight- 
est previous intentibUi the English corres- 
pondent. He . was encouraged to' proceed 
by the accounts which he, received fropi 
home* of the pleasure which bis . hast^ 
sketches afforded to. die absent members 
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6f his family. He had soon a letter al- 
ways in band; and some of the journals 
gradually ^llitig into atrear, his series of 
communications was almost the only re- 
cord of the journey. By degrees, also, his 
health and spirits improved, and he took a 
fivelier interest in his task, and executed 
it more in detail. He was, in conse- 
quence, not at all aware of the length of 
His correspondence, till he saw it collected 
together on his return. 

In this totally unprepared and confi- 
dentml manner were these Letters written. 
The author communicated his first ideas 
of all he saw, and his opinions on various 
subjects, without the slightest suspicion 
thfat his Le^t^ would be communicated 
Eieyond his owtt family. 


When he returned to England, he 
found, to his utter surprise, that they; bad 
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been read by a considerable circle of 
friends, who were pleased to express them- 
selves gratified with the facts lie had col- 
lected, and with the account of the state 
of religion abroad. They soon became 
importunate with him to allow a few copies 
to be printed for private circulation. They 
admitted, indeed, that such free commu- 
nications might not be fit for the public 
eye; but maintained, that no inconve- 
nience could arise from a private edition 
of them. After much delay, and with 
extreme reluctance, the author yielded 
to this importunity. And the consequence, 
which perhaps lie ought to have antici- 
pated, has followed; he finds himself com- 
pelled to consent to the present publica- 
tion. The copies of the Letters have been, 
in fact, so widely circulated^ as -to make 
furthe)' concealment fruitless,; if not im- 
possible. 
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In, the meantime, the author has re- 
ceived from various friends on whose judg- 
ment he has been accustomed to rely, en- 
couraging opinions as to the work itself. 
They have stated to him, that such a pub- 
lication could scarcely fail of being ac- 
ceptable to a large class of readers, who 
prefer a simple and unadorned narrative 
of such a journey, to the elaborate and 
studied productions of a more professed 
tourist. 

If the public should judge that tins 
opinion is founded in truth, the author 
will have less reason to regret the strong 
necessity to which only he was disposed to 
yield. 

The4lterations.and addi^ons which he 
in carrying the work through the 
Ijrqss# ,«ire not in(?onsiderable. The Letters 
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IX 


are subs1;^ntial]y “the same; but many of 
the domestic occurrences and personal 
allusions are omitted, a few inaccuracies 
are corrected, and some additional facts 
and illustrations are introduced; so that 
the general effect is, as the author hopes, 
strengthened and improved. He has also 
inserted a few explanatory Notices, and 
has closed the series with a new Letter, 
comprising some general reflections on the 
whole tour. 

There may, after all, be considerable 
difference of opinion as to the expediency 
of the present publication. The author 
confesses that it does not appear to him to 
be iqponsistent with the character of a 
minister of religion to publish a familiar, 
and even imperfect, account of a tour, 
rendered indispensable by indispbsition, if 
the tendency of it U.to assist the English 
j^o||^ant to associate religious and iporal 
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ends with the pursuit of health oiiimprove- 
ment in foreign travels. 

The motive, however, which deter- 
mined him to yield without further delay to 
die necessity above adverted to, was, that 
a long state of painful infirmity had laid 
him aside from ail public duties, and that, 
in giving a corrected edition of the follow- 
ing Letters, he thou^t he should be filling 
up, not altogether unprofitably, the hours 
of languor and suffering, and be perhaps 
“ occupying with his single talent" as an 
invalid, at a time when he could not be 
more actively employed as a minister of 
the Gospel. He considered, besides, tlial 
if the serious cast of his work slioul(^pro\ r 
beneficial to any of his countryincn tra 
veiling abroad, he should not be really 
(Chargeable with deserting, in the pub- 
llii^tldn of it, his appropriate sphere of 
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He therefore ' commends this little 
work, with all its imperfections, to the 
blessing of God, the giver of all good*; 
without whom the most elaborate pro- 
duction must fail of any salutary effect; 
but whose approbation can prosper even 
the humblest effort to honour him, and to 
promote the welfare of mankind. 
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The author has to acknowledge, with much 
gratitude, the unexpected and rapid sale 
of his small work. In preparing a new 
edition of it for the press, he has employed 
all the leisure he could command, in cor- 
recting such inaccuracies as have been 
pointed out to him by others, or have oc- 
curred to his own mind. He has also 
aimed at rendering his Letters somewhat 
less unworthy of public attention, by in- 
serting some additional incidents'and con- 
versations which he thought might have a 
beneficial tendency. With the same view 
he has offered several further reflections 
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on subjects connected with religion and 
morals. 

The work, however, though very consi- 
derably enlarged, and, as he trusts, im- 
proved, still remains for substance the same ; 
and he has the greatest need to cast himself 
on the candour of the reader for that indul- 
gence, which the circumstances detailed 
in the preface to the second edition — and 
which his more intimate friends know to 
be minutely true — may seem to warrant. 
Had the author entertained the slightest sus- 
picion that his correspondence would ever 
have been published, he should have dis- 
posed of much of his time abroad in a man- 
ner very different from what he did. He 
now regrets a Variety of opportunities for in- 
fonnRtion>of which he failed to avail himself 
- — but he does not know whether he ought to 
SRy he regrets this*— for tlie truth is, that if 
any apprehension had crossed his mind that 
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his familiar Letters would have been forced 
before the tribunal of the public, he never 
should, he never could, have written them 

mm, 

at all. He is aware that they can furnish 
but little instruction to the intelligent tra- 
veller. If they are in any measure inte- 
resting to that far larger class of persons — 
especially young persons — who have either 
not visited the Continent at all, or have 
not read much on the countries through 
which they have passed, it is more than 
lie can reasonably desire. Other readers 
must be referred to the professed tourist, 
or the writers on Geography and History. 

ll the peculiar circumstances, then, 
iiiuier which these slight Letters were 
written, and the class of readers for whom 
<)icy are designed, be borne in mind, the 
author is not aware that any further ob- 
servations, in the way of preface, are now 
necessary. But as he can scarcely look for 
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such an exercise of candour generally, he. 
will just remark, that the abruptness of 
his style in passing on from subject to sub- 
jecti and the familiarity with wHich the 
solemn topics of religion may seem, in con- 
sequence of this, to be sometimes treated, 
is almost the unavoidable result of such 
an unpremeditated work. He has, in- 
deed, taken considerable pains in the pre- 
sent edition to omit expressions of too col- 
loquial a cast, and to soften the rapidity o^ 
the transitions where the subject of religion 
was even incidentally introduced . But he 
is far from being sure that he has suc- 
ceeded. The Letters were penned with 
the utmost precipitation, and in entire 
confidence ; and as they were often ten oi 
twelve days in hand, and embrace a mul- 
titude of diversified subjects, it is scarcely 
possible to remove what some readers niay 
consider an undtm conjunction and adrnix- 
tiire.^fl€ topics. In this respect he is far 
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from standing on his defence. He may 
also have frequently erred in other respects 
against the laws of good taste in writing?— 
and he has no doubt he has so erred. All 
this, and much more, is only saying that 
his series of hurried Letters does not par- 
take of the qualities of a finished composi- 
tion. 

The author, however, ventures to 
hope that no objections will be raised, in 
consequence of such defects, against the 
importance which he attaches to the prin- 
ciples of religion in themselves, or against 
the frequency and warmth with which he 
commends them on various occasions to 
others. To make such objections is quite an- 
other thing from condemning the harshness 
of a transition, or arraigning a&tdt in mat- 
ters of taste. We need only rt^er- to the 
constant tenor of the Hd[yr<$i|iipture8, and 
^l^eiiberatejudgi^nt^ 0^^'llve hesbCfaiiS' 

te. ■ ^ • 


L. I. 
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tians in all ages, in order to show that 
religion should fill and possess the whole 
hc^rt. Surely if any • thing distinguishes 
a merely cold accuracy of sentiment from 
spiritual and vital Christianity, it is this 
very point. It is easy to admit the truth 
of every doctrine of Scripture, and yet fol- 
low the world, give our affections to the 
things of time, be supremely desirous of 
tibe apj^ause of our ftllowcreatures, and 
diutt reproach for the name and doctrine 
of Christ, A rdigion which seldom ap- 
pears but on public and fixed occasions, 
and which mixes but little with the habi- 
tual actions of the life, is far from re- 
aOmbling that holy, animating principle 
which the Scriptures are designed to im- 
plant, and of which they furnish such 
splendid examples. 

A mind penel^ted with the astonisb- 
in^^ttuths- of ’r^velafiion, and 



TUrilD KDITIOMT;. 


XIX 


the inestimable •^’lessings of pai^on and 
grace, cannot be inditfereivt. lAikcfvarm- 
ness in such a case is treacijheiy. The worfd 
asks nothing more' of us l^an to be tame 
and heartless in our religion. Gratitude 
and love to God, if genuine, must and will 
appear in their natural fruits. Nor can 
even a sincere regard to our fellow-crea- 
tures consist with the silence on the things 
of eternity- and th^'soul, 4vhicht$pow so 
. much extolled' as a dictate of prinlence. 
The heart which is at ^ moulded to de- 
votion, eannot butbe']:e^lted to its great 
object by the diversided scenes which arise 
around it. And the new stl^uatioiis and 
circumstances of a focdign tour wid ireoes- 
sarily excite, in ml unusual degree, some 
of these better feelings of piety and tune- 
fulness. 

The ButhtH’ is tfant 

^Ip^anger in ^ is not tjb^ 

fea . 
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of .regarding God too much, in our travels 
and oUr various other concerns, but too 
little. If we are to “ love God with all our 
heart, and soul, and mind, and strength,"’ 
the first and spontaneous associations of 
our ideas will connect us with Him ; and 
our most familiar trains of thought will in* 
voluntarily lead .us to something relating 
to his providence, his commands, his 
mercy, his wrath, his holiness, his glory. 
That is, the governing affection will in this, 
as in every other case, draw after it all the 
rest.' The.>conven|^Uon with individuals, 
wh^her at home pr abroad, will accord* 
iqgly assume, the.sapie tone ; and the free 
^d ji|Oprq|^ijtat^^^tters written under 

the inflnenee» of such a principle, will,. and 

* 

mpst, » and^pt^ht, to paitiUta of a like cha- 
rier.' ^11 tl^ is so iqdi^pl^ble in the 
V|^v ,c(f eva^ IJhristian, that 

dw^l on 
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. one admitting the truth of revelation, 
iVouId have ever objected to rdigion'e Oc- 
cupying all our best time and,thoughts,* ,if 
there were not in the minds of men that 
secret alienation from the love of God, 
which the Scriptures lay down as a primary 
fact in the history of our fallen nature, and 
which is the source of so many other fatal 
inconsistencies. 

It is very possible, indeed, to err by 
submitting to the public eye hasty effusions 
in which religious topics are introduced 
injudiciously and feebly; and the author 
is far from saying that he may' not have 
been guilty of this^Slult in the present 
publication. But, . withotit including his 
own small work in the vindication, he 
would beg leave tn sdy/thai mistakes in 
judgment of this likbomdughfi^dt to be too 
severe!^ viti'wd/ mis- 

tily bn all other” 8»b^^,"’Wiflf(#ijttJnoui^ 
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nog contempt. Each one speaks and 
Writes according to hk measure of natural 
tal^nte, and acquired faculties and powa?s^ 
Fiety does not confer these adventitious 
endowments, nor exempt from the ordi- 
nary consequences of defects in them. 
The paramount duty of' connecting the 
gireat Author of our being with die perpe- 
tual blesssings of his bounty, is not to be 
lightly sacrificed to inferior and doubtful 
questions. The heart which overflows with 
love taG(}d and man, though it may incur 
some reproach iba ' minor errors, is infi- 
nitely more pleasing to God, than a judg- 
ment however reflned, if employed to dis- 
guise irreligious principles. 

But ' the ‘ -author has insensibly ad- 
vanced, towards a grave and important 
qiMSstionr bet'ahoooal shrinks from the 
ciHisidefktioB whieiir’Mt seems to demand. 
'Bsh^druth'^is, that his small work* ha^ 
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excited anew those objections against what 
is termed in reproach, Evangelical Re- 
Jligion, which have in all ages followed the 
sincere pro^ssion of the Gospel. Such 
objections rest on the fundamental dis- 
tinction between vital Christianity and the 
mere external forms of it. They have 
been answered a thousand times— they 
answer themselves, when the mind is once 
duly in earnest in the humble study of the 
■ Bible. As, however, the author has pro- 
ceeded so far, he will go on to offer some 
suggestions on the great topic which he 
is (|uite aware is virtually involved in what 
he has been stating. 

It IS objected, then, that by this 
warmth in religion, and the habitual Ian- 
guage which we. hold concerning it, 
we claim an immediate and peculiar 
protection of the VDeity, and place the 
proof of the correctness of out doc- 
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trines and practice, not on their conformity 
to the Holy Scriptures, but on abstrac- 
tions, imaginations, and feelings ; that we 
presume to invest ourselves with a sort of 
infaUibility, and neglect the common 
means of moral culture and improvement; 
and are thus steeled against the force of 
those reasonings which might reduce us 
to a more sober habit of thought — that, in 
short, we are actuated by a spirit of party 
which has its own terms, insignia, and 
objects, distinct from those ^vhich neces- 
sarily accompany genuine Christianity.* 


Tbe above charges have been boldlj^ advanced ni a 
celebrated literary work^ whose general attachment i(» uur 
civil and ecclesiastical establishments cannot be doubted, 
and the wide circulation of whose quarterly publication lends 
it ^ influence^ wfaiqb its articles on tbe subject of religion 
are very often fariVom meriting. Tbegj^oas mis-statements ii 
ha# lately made on tbe affecting malady of Cowper, are not 
more* pemioipus^ tlian its ignorance of facts add deplor- 
able defect of just reasooing^ in two or three other papers 
on the weighty question of what is called the cvangelicai 
.doctrines. / 
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To these vague aecusations it might be 
sufficient to reply generally, that every one 
them rests on misapprehension or pre- 
judice. No such things are done. No 
such undue heat is excited. No such 
claims are asserted. No such party is 
formed. 

The views of those ministers* and pri- 
vate Christians, whom the author sup- 
poses to be attacked in these accusations, 
are precisely the same, as to all substantial 
truths, with those taken ‘by the Universal 
Church of Christ, — with those which Au- 
gustine vindicated in the fifth century, 
and the noble army of Reformers in the 
sixteenth. Call them by what name you 
please, they are the old verities of the 
Bible, and the foundation of the Reformed 
churches. The utter fall and corruption of 
man by sin — his reasonable and account- 
able nature — his impotency of himself to 
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what is spiritually good — the doctrine of. 
the ever-blessed Trinity — the meritorious 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ — the gracious 
operations of the Holy Ghost in regene- 
rating and sanctifying the heart — the duty 
and necessity of real repentance — justi- 
fication by faith only — the indispensable 
obligation of good works and of a life 
of prayer, watchfulness, and separation 
from the evils of the world — the ascription 
of our salvation entirely to the merciful 
will of God — the authority and sufficiency 
of Holy Scripture— the resurrection of the 
dead, and eternal judgment — these arc the 
commanding, features ot* Christianity, ol 
which there is no better summary in the 
aothor's opinion, than the Articles, Hoiiu- 
bhs, and Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
Ihlrd. 


Bht? ^the objuetipn is not commonly 
uvg^ hgainst thei^ doctrines thn$ largdy 
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•stated, but to the application of theoi, to 
the urgent manner in which they are 
enforced, and the cofnmanding influence 
they are required to have over the heart 
and- conduct. This is only in other words 
to maintain, that for men to act fully on 
the* great principles of religion as those 
who solemnly believe them to be true, and 
know they must be judged according to 
them at the last day, is an extravagant 
course of conduct; a position which 
common sense and the very first dictates 
of conscience may refute. The doctrines 
of Christianity are not a speculation, but 
deep practical principles — ^they are .to be 
felt as well as understobd-*~^and' wben they 
are felt, they produce a corresponding 
eflect on the character — they • place eter- 
nity full before the conscience— they lay 
man prostrate in penitent contrition — they 
raise him with^the and sal- 
vation through a require. 
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thej encourage, they produce new and holy. 
• views and pursuits, pains and pleasures, 
fell? Jand joy^. • they do this, they do 
nothing; and that they may do this, the 
Holy Spirit sheds his grace like dew upon 
the church, to soften, and fertilize, and 
bless it. And the sincerity and ardour i^ith 
which the ministers of religion press these 
truths on the attention of mankind, is one 
of the chief means which the Holy Spirit 
employs in his sacred operations. 

But the doctrine of thd particular pro- 
vidence of God is accused as enthusiastic, 
and We are said to claim an immediate and 
peculiar protection of the Deity. Un- 
doubtedly^ we hold the scriptural doctrine 
of an over-ruling Providence. We believe 
that ** God' is about our path, and about 
owf bed, and spieth out all our ways'' — 
t]^t ^6' way of %ian is not in himself, 
that itis not ip fpan that walketh to direct 
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bis steps” — that “ the Lord ordereth a 
good mw’s goings, and maketh his way 
aqceptaible to hiin8elf”-*^th^t;/<v|iot’ft spar-^ 
row falleth to the. ground without our 
Father”— ^that ** the hairs of our head are 
all numbered” — and that “ his angels are 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
to them that are heirs of salvation.” Un- 
doubtedly we not only admit these encou- 
raging truths, but believe, embrace, rdy 
on them under all the sorrows of life. Un- 
doubtedly we endeavour to give full life 
and efficacy to them, and bring them into 
the habitual tenour of the spirit and con- 
duct. But then the whole .^ible proceeds 
on this doctrine of a particular providence. 
One essential difference between Scripture- 
history and every other, is, that the his- 
tory of Scripture represents the world as 
God*s world, to use Bishop Butler's ex- 
pression— where. God is V the author of 
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every thing, and all the hearts ofmen are 
controlled by Him according to his su- 
•preme ’pleasure. The Bible lifts up the 
vail which shrouds human affairs, and 
shows us God’s hand at work where we 
are accustomed' to see only the conflict 
and confusion of human passions. The 
histories of Abraham, of Jacob, of David, 
assign all events, even the smallest, to the 
divine will: and the devotional and pro- 
phetical parts of the Old Testament are 

comments on the historical in the same 

/ 

view ; whilst the New Testament joins on 
upon the Old, and exhibits the same pro- 
vidence as directing all the various and 
most minute occurrences in the lives of our 
Lord and the Apostles. 

The same providence over-rules all 
things in every age— or the promises of 
pod to the churdi have failed. We have 
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not indeed now the inspired comment on 
the designs of this providence, we have 
no miraculous directions of the Spirit in 
concurrence with it, we have no assurance 
of the results of each particular under- 
taking. And herein ' lies much of the 
distinction between Patriarchs and Apo- 
stles, and the ordinary Christian. The 
scrutiny of the Divine Providence is as 
minute and penetrating now as in former 
times; but in the interpretation of 
its purposes, we have no longer an extra- 
ordinary guidance — nor do we claim any. 
We follow the rule of the .moral law of 
God, and the apparent duty resulting 
from the combination and comparison 
of all our circumstances. We act un- 
der the direction of ordinary Christian 
prudence in the choice of our measures. 
•We wait for the long event of things in 
order to infer the will of God. We 
diligently notice all the numerous inci- 
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dental points which concur to a- lawful end, 
in order to warrant even any probable cou- 
clusion as to the divine purposes therein. 



But this, is no'ipdre t^n to say, that. 

.’Sdll the doctnhe 
pfoyidi^de IS liot Icss' Jiiii 
f : and stay. He is not less sure 
thatf^^Mg esdapes^ vigilance, no> 
thing i4udf» the ^ power, nothing delbats 

JJaigbty Father and 



•<l^s peraoaded that 
V nKMal Governor, 
ptri^ eord rufeth' 

by / Vpirovidence all the 

■i f. 

.ol^;;^i)^^'that to the 
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humblest individual Christian as “ the 
apple of an eye;” and at the same time 
stills, in his general and universal govern-, 
inent, “ tine noise of the seas, the noise of 
their Avaves, and the tumult of the people” 
— that to Him nothing is great, nothing is 
little — that all space is one undivided 
POINT, and all time, one eternal now. 

In contemplating this stupendous 
j^geucy of the Divine hand, we have only 
to avoid the dangers bef9re alluded to. 
d'he infirmity of man may mistake or 
abust; the purest truths. We must check 
' verv appiarance of presumption. We 
uiUNl not allow any concurrence of cir- 
< umstances to imliice us to depart from 
dntic'' of primary obligation, arising, from 
the revealed will of God. Nothing in 
Us(.ir morally wrong, can become right, 
because Providence may seem to us to 
f;n’our it. Wc must also guard against 
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hastily interpreting the designs of God as 
favouring Our own projects in the course 
.of our affairs, however just and good in 
themselves. 

We must likewise be particularly cau- 
tious, in applying the doctrine of God’s 
providence in a marked and express man- 
ner, to those slight, and comparatively 
trifling, occasions w’hich arc of pei pctual 
occurrence in human life. The reason 
is, that if we act so, wc give them a 
disproportionate importance, and distort 
our view, by an attention to small things 
from a due regard to much greater ono 
A general feeling of dependance and gre 
titude, in this respect, is all that. v>nh 
our contracted minds, wc scejn capable ' ! 
exercising aright. Wc should also abstain 
from those terms and expressions in speak 
ing of the providence of God, which ina'. 
reasonably endanger the solemnity of rr- 
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ligion, and expose it to contempt and 
ridicule. But these are merely sugges- 
tions- as to the proportion and manner of 
bestowing our thoughts on the proceed- 
ings of the divine providence, and are 
designed to strengthen, not diminish, the 
faith with which we hold the truth itself, 
and apply it wisely and habitually to all 
the course pf human events. Such cau- 
tions arc constantly given by the minis- 
ters of religion, not only as to this, but 
also as to every other great doctrine of 
the Bible: they clearly prove that we do 
iioL abuse tliesc doctrines in the manner 
'vbjceti d; and tlicrcfore they confirm what 
A t assert as to the purity of our general 
pt ineiplt's. 


I hit 1 pass on to another class of ob- 
jections. It is said that we place the 
proot of the correctness of what we believe 
and practice on feelings, and imaginations, 

c 2 
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and abstractions, and not on their con> 
formity to the Holy Scriptures. A charge 
utterly groundless. The contrary is so 
entirely the case, that there is nothing on 
which we more insist, than on the danger 
of relying on affections and feelings, to 
the exclusion of the written word of God. 
The proof of the correctness of what we 
believe and practice is the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and the Holy Scriptures only. We 
have no other criterion, no other standard 
— To the law and to the testimony ; if 
they speak not according to this rule, it 
is because they have no light in them.' 
Nor is it easy to divine from wliat mi' 
take this singular charge has arisen, unlor 
it be from confounding the due use of llu. 
affections in subserviency to holy, en 
lightened reason and faith, with the wild 
doniinion of those affections when left 
without guidance or restraint — two things 
about as distinct as any that ran be 
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. named in the compass of practical theo- 
logy. Certainly we maintain that the 
affections, that all the affections of the 
soul, must be engaged in religion, as well 
as the understanding and will. We main- 
tain, that we are to love God as well as 
obey him, and in order that we may obey 
him; we maintain that the infinite bene- 
fits of Christ warrant, demand, excite, 
enkindle correspondent acts of acknow- 
Jcdgment, gratitude, love.' We maintain 
that religion is a spiritual thing, the off- 
spring of grace, implanted by the Holy 
( ihost, and rising far above morals, and 
iiature, and philosophy, and the unassisted 
powci’s of man. 

Ibit t,li(;n we constantly appeal to the 
Hoiv Scriptures as the authority, and 
staiulard, and rule, to which all these 
artertions arc to be referred, and by which 
*hey arc to be judged. And the proof of 
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the correctness of this judgment we ulti- 
mately place, as the Bible does, in the 
proper fruits of holy tempers, obedient 
conduct, watchful self-denial, every good 
word and work. We esteem the affec- 
tions and require the exercise of them, in 
proportion as they produce, and because 
they were designed by our Creator to pro- 
duce, the vigorous efforts of a righteous 
and benevolent life. We only transfer 
them from the service oi’ sin to the obe- 
dience of God — that is, we do not spike 
the cannon and dismantle the walls of the 
subdued fortress; but make them avaii- 
able to new uses, and dire<tt theni agmns* 
the common enemy. 

The charge of assuming a ^pt i le-. < 
infallibility may be reluted in u . 

Bor who ever claimed any thing like an m 
fallible accuracy of judgment in tin; ihinu 
of religion? Where and when uere thex 
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presumptuous rights asserted? — What! is 
all the humility of the true Christian, all 
his self-abasement, all his distrust and 
meekness, all his fear of God and man, 
come to this, that he vindicates to himself 
unerring prudence, and stands on an 
equality with Prophets and Apostles ! 
No; we are not so vain nor so wicked. 
^Ve presume not on any extraordinary, 
miraculous, plenary inspiration of the Spi- 
rit. V\ c })resuine not to found a new reli- 
gion, or al>ro<;atc an old; to plant a novel 
church, or prescribe fresh rules of truth 
and duU . Wc claim only that ordinary 
anti sanctitving influence of the Blessed 
wliich our Lord promised as the 
ihiding consolation of his followers, and 
.viiicli accompanies and distinguishes his 
I liurch in every age. We claim only 
ihose secret, imperceptible, gentle in- 
Ihuaues of grace, which, in a manner 
-uoecable to our reasonable nature, enable 
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US to understand the Scriptures, perceive 
and know our danger, flee from impending 
wrath, lay hold on Jesus Christ for salvation, 
and honour and obey him from a principle 
of gratitude and love. The mistake has 
possibly arisen from confounding that as- 
surance of these great truths, which faith 
communicates, with a claim of personal 
infallibility. For certainly we have an as- 
surance of the main doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, which rises far above the confidence 
of speculative deduction, and which gives 
a persuasion that cold reasoning cannoi 
produce. Certainly we apprehend the 
vast discoveries of Christ, not by rational 
conclusions merely, but by a lively faith, 
which gives a demonstration and sub- 
stance to things unseen, and renders near 
and palpable the distant objects of hope. 
Certainly we have a full satisfaction of 
mind in the verities of the Gospel, which 
is above and beyond, though never < on- 
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trary to, reason, and which sheds forth a 
light and glory which reason cannot be- 
stow, and knows not how to appreciate. • 

'riiese observations prepare an answer 
to the fourth objection, that we neglect 
the means of moral culture and improve- 
ment, and are steeled against the force of 
the soundest reasoning and argument. 
For the truth is, we honour reason, and 
cherish it by the most careful educa- 
riun and discipline. Wc cultivate all the 
means of moral improvement. We train, 
uc instruct, we warn, we exhort, we per- 
'ua(h;. Wc strengthen the opening facul- 
ties, and form them to investigation and 
isgumcni. We check all the luxuriance 
a a young, and all wildness of a hasty 
ok! vtigrant imagination. We consider 
ihai Ciod makes us(! of means, both in 
moving the affections, and in informing 
da* umlerstanding. We endeavour, there- 
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fore, to invest religion with all that is 
venerable, and attractive, and generous, 
and engaging. We seat her in the noblest 
powers of the soul. We surround her 
with the rational evidences and Credentials 
which become a divine religion, and by 
which it claims the oWdience of man. 
We deduce with solicitude all her tenets 
from the holy records. Wc weigh, we 
compare, we receive, we embrace, all the 
various parts of the inspired volume. Wf^. 
give to every new suggestion as to tin* 
import of its instructions, all the atleniion 
which it can demand. Wc listen to Uk 
remonstrances even of an adversai x, iinrl 
deduce from them, if it be possible, soni 
practical directions for our luiurc rui 
duct. We allot to reason and monil cuS 
ture all that wide province which thev ao 
capable of occupying. Bui, aiU r ail. uc 
rely for the efficacy whicli is to sunctiiv and 
save, on what they cannot give, an inllunK i 
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from above, the grace of the Blessed Spirit. 
We do not forget the doctrine of original 
corruption on the one hand, nor of the 
divine grace on the other. And we so attend 
to tlie means of moral improvement and 
the force of reasoning, as to recollect their 
inefficiency, under the actual circum- 
stances of man, except as subordinate 
to the illumination of the primary 
TEaciiKi!. In human literature and mat- 
ters oj‘ outward decorum and discipline, 
we assign them a transcendent office; 
III divine leainine, and the renewal of the 
hi all. a ministerial only. 'I’his, this is the 
iiciate of the best reason; this, this is 
s hriMian I’hilosophy; to honour, but not 
■ lirilv tlu- powers ol' the understanding; 

(!s» , bill not to rely on moral suasion 
i i.tisi and strengthen, in short, the 
hot O' ol man by a simple recurrence to 
ha iiiafs ol tiod; to add illumination to 
«a>onmg, and sanctifying influence to 
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morals; and never to rest till the one is 
transformed into faith, and the other 
•elevated and purified into holiness. 

But we have not yet removed the 
whole. of the objections against spiritual 
religion. We are accused of cherishing a 
spirit of party — we arc said to have our 
petty marks, and terms, and objects, dis- 
tinct from the accompaniments of genuine 
Christianity — an accusation plausible, per- 
haps, to a hasty or inaccurate rcasoner, 
because it may be readily alleged against 
any body of persons who think alike, and 
who therefore will commonly act toge- 
ther; — plausible, because, when every lair 
objection is silenced and all solid grounds 
of reason taken away, it is the clu a]) re- 
source of an exhausted mind, and serves 
to cover the disgrace of discomfiture - 
plausible, because when a revival of puK 
religion commences, arul the number oi 
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truly holy and active Christians in any 
church has been for time small, a broad, 
fundamental distinction of cl^aracter is- 
unavoidable and praiseworthy, is the 
result and proof of a divine opera- 
tion, and the test of a sincere return 
to God — plausible, because when the 
minds of men are prejudiced by the secret 
love of the world, and do not discern the 
infinite moment of evangelical truth and 
evangelical jiractice, they naturally ascribe 
that to the effect of party-spirit which 
flows from contrition of heart, love to 
(.’hrist, and charity towards those who 
ohev his Gospel: not to say that the 
ohjertor thus eludes the force of convic- 
tion, and turns aside the shafts of exhor- 
tation and rebuke. But to resolve all that 
is peculiar to vital Christianity into a 
spirit of party, is precisely to beg the 
ipH’stion in dispute — to shut out the 
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entrance of reiientance, and t6 bar up 
the mind against the light of truth. 

But plausible as this objection may be, 
to some, how weak is it when attentively 
considered ! What is there of the culpable 
spirit of party in the clergy or the private 
Christians who are the objects of the im- 
putation? Do they insist on any certain 
terms and expressions as supplying the 
place of conversion? Do they excuse or 
palliate moral evils when committed by 
those who side with them? Do they push 
any truths and doctrines to such an extent 
as to exclude others? Do they prel'c! 
their petty interests to the public good tii 
the church or the community ? Do ilu v 
connive at popular mistakes or cxccs^o 
in order to subserve their cause ? )-><' 

they place the proofs of piety and love, 
in inferior, doubtful, isolated mutters' 
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Do they condemn indificriminately and 
harshly those who differ from them? Do 
they aim at the persons, not the errors, 
of their opponents? Do they exclude from 
their love and esteem those who are not 
within a certain pale, however excellent ? 
Do they cherish a narrow, selfish, personal 
feeling, in opposition to the expanded, dis- 
interested charity of true religion? Have 
they any peculiar and unworthy pursuits, 
any dishonourable and hidden schemes 
which they endeavour to compass — any 
thing distinct from the discharge of their 
high duties to (lod and their neighbours? 

i»ut why do 1 pursue these inquiries? 

! lu liow contrary is the spirit of every pious 
i h) ihlian to the conduct which is implied 
• n >,u( h (jucstions ? We appeal to all who 
us. We appeal to our lives and con- 
> rjbation, to our parishes and neighbour- 
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hoods, to our sermons and writings. No: 
it is not a spirit of party which animates 
us. We delight in charity and peace. 
We rejoice in opening wide our arms to 
all who love and serve our Saviour. We 
labour continually to break down all sepa- 
rating walls, to remove obstacles, to lessen 
differences of opinion, and promote good- 
will and amity. It is our aim to place 
religion on the broad, catholic, intelligible 
ground, where Apostles and Prophets left 
it, and froni which controversialists have 
too often dislodged it. If any thing of a 
party-spirit appears, we discourage and 
repress the evil with more diligence than 
almost any other. And on this and every 
other subject we keep our minds open to 
conviction, and correct continually what- 
ever is found to be doubtful or inexpe- 
dient. We abstain from many things on 
the principle of not giving offence-- wc 
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endeavoQr«io becomejr'.MffiHi^rs indif- 
ferent, ** aU diings to all men, that by all 
means we may gain some/' 

What gives occasion, perhaps, to the 
charge is a matter high and spiritual, and 
touching on the deepest mysteries of re- 
demption. For there is undoubtedly in 
every age a mystical “ body of Christ," 
“ an assembly and church of the first- 
born," “ a people of God,’’ a “ chosen 
heritage," who are distinct from the merely 
visible and external communities professing 
the Christian name. These foi'm the spi- 
ritual and invisible church of Christ, ex- 
tending over all the earth, animated by 
grace, glorying in the cross of their Lord, 
and known by their spirit of penitence, 
love, separation from the world, benevo- 
lence, zeal, holiness, joy. These constitute, 
not a party, contracted and jealous, sunk 
vox., r. d 
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iQ Some inferior interests^ and bound to* 
^ther by prejijdice or passion — but the 
faithful servants of God, who love and 
serve him in truth, who share his favour, 
and are heirs of his kingdom. They have, 
the closest communion with each other — 
they are united by the holiest ties — they 
pursue the greatest and noblest ends — they 
confer on all around them the most sub- 
stantial benefits — they give every proof of 
sincerity by their constant labours, and, 
if called to it, by their patient sufferings. 
To belong to their fellowship, is to be a 
Christian. The entrance to it is by 
penitence and faith. The clue to all its 

secrets is holy love. The insignia which it 
* 

bears, is the mysterious doctrine of the 
cross. The language it speaks, is the soft 
learning of benevolence and meekness. 
The fruit it produces, is ** righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
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And this, in fact, brings hr fb the true 
spring of all the objections againist the 
zeal and warmth with which we propa*^ 
gate truth, as well as against the particular 
doctrines of the Gospel with which they 
are connected, and *00 which they rest. 
There is an opposition in the human heart 
to the humiliating yoke of Christ. The 
pride of man resists the doctrines, and 
the sensuality of man the precepts and 
restraints of revelation. “ The carnal mind 
is enmity against God ; for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be.” And this resistance, disguised 
under the mask of objections, more . of 
less plausible, is the hidden source of the 
opposition raised against what is now 
termed in scorn. Evangelical religion. 

In every age this has been the case. 
Truth has made its way but slb^rfy, and 
amidst reluctant disciples^ Iii a Protestant 

d 2 
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tXHintry, indeed, and in a church whoso 
principles are purely scriptural, much is 
■Conceded. A national creed is defended. 
The great outlines of redemption are es- 
poused. But still men deny these very 
truths in the real extent and application 
bf them as laid down in Holy Scripture. 
They deny the full plain statement of the 
fall and corruption and impotency of man. 
They refine and dispute against the real 
truth of our justification by faith only in 
the merits of Christ. They plainly resist the 
doctrine of the Holy Ghost as the author 
of spiritual life, and the source of all light 
and grace. They exclaim against those 
imperative calls to separation from the 
follies of the world, and to a holy, devout, 
watchful, self-denying life, which the Gos- 
pel addresses to us. They spurn at* the 
idea of loving. God, and holding communion 
with' him by meditation and prayer. They 
know nothing of the entire dedication of 
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all and every faculty, and power, and 
talent, to the glory of God and the good 
of mankind, as the element and happinesV 
of the renewed soul. The consequence iS, 
that these various truths are curtailed, 
weakened, omitted, denied, as occasions 
serve, and the current of public sentiment 
allow'S. A standard of orthodoxy is raised 
which suits well with a tame religion, and 
passes as reputable amongst men; but 
which leaves out or despises spiritual 
and fervent piety. Names of reproach 
are invented to designate what is termed 
excessive devotion; and men in general 
learn to join in the cry, and satisfy them- 
selves with a cold external Christianity, 
(torrect perhaps in its tenets, but lifeless 
and iininfluential in its spirit; whilst they 
mask the real hatred they bear to truth, 
by representing it to be a mass of extrava- 
gant or weak opinions. 
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J ust in proportion as religion is made 
|>ractical, and is exhibited in the conduct 
"and’ life, is it distastefql to mankind. The 
doctrine of a particular Providence — the 
exercise of the aiSections on the Divine 
Saviour — the humble assurance of faith — 
the expressions and fruits of holy love — 
active zeal for propagating the Gospel 
around us-— the consistency of a Christian 
behaviour in all the details of life — are 
beyond measure oiFensive, for the plain 
reason that they disturb men in their 
indifference, place God and etertiity full 
before them, and remind them of the judg- 
ment which we all most so soon undergo. 

3uch being the case, let me entreat 
any reader who has been listening to the 
misrepresentations which spring from these 
souteesr— and of which the objections cur- 
rent in the present day, and already con- 
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•sidered, are only one unavoidable effect; — 
to pause before he ventures to dismiss so' 
momentous a subject. . Let me entreat 
him to enter himself seriously on the 
business of religion. I do not want now 
to combat his particular objections, but to 
gain his attention .generally to the first* 
simple commands of Christianity. Let 
him place himself as before that throne 
where we must quickly appear. Let him 
begin the great work of repentance for 
himself. Let him study the rule of God^s 
law, that he may attain the knowledge of 
his sins. Let him try to’ affect his. heart 
with that sense of them which the Scrip- 
ture requires He will soon discern his 
difliculties — the reluctance of his nature — 
the perverseness of his will — the rebellion 
of his passions — the feebleness of his pur- 
poses — his own impotency to what is 
spiritually good. He will find that his 
prayers, his efforts, his resolutions, will be 
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ii»KlfBcient to overcome his sins and form 
his habits to holiness. In this painful 
'Extremity, let him read the declarations 
of Scripture as to the grace and work 
of the Holy Spirit. He will perceive that 
this is precisely what he needs. Here is a 
promise of bestowing a tender heart, a 
divine principle, a superinduced and holy 
bias, a new framing of the soul, a heaven- 
ly. birth. Let him then go on to implore 
these blessings for himself : and in the 
diligent use of all moral culture, and the 
various means of grace, he will obtain the 
profferred aid. He will gradually be “ a 
new creature in Christ Jesus; old things 
will pass away, behold all things will be- 
come new.’’ Nature will be melted down, 
as it were, and recoined. The strong 
man armed, *will be bound and cast. out 
of tlm fortress, and the Saviour enter and 
rmgn there. The pmiitent is thus brought, 
so to speak, into a new world— he discerns 



THIRD EDITION. 


Ivii 


and appreciates spiritual things ; and rises 
as far above rtiere reason, as reason is 
elevated above the animal powers. What 
js the result? A new and holy character is 
giiadually created — new habits, new pur- 
snits, new affections, a new course of con- 
<luct. 

Whilst the convert is learning these 
practical lessons as to the necessity of 
grace, he will also acquire a' correspondent 
knowledge of his need of the atoning sacri- 
fice of the Son of God. His tender con- 
science compares all his actions and pur- 
suits with the holy law which demands 
perfect and uninterrupted obedience. He 
discerns his guilt. He finds that one sin 
exposes him to the just anger of Almighty 
God. What then must his innumerable 
daily offences of thought, word, and deed, 
deserve? These considerations prepare 
him for welcoming the glad tidings of 
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pardon and acceptance in the propitiatory 
death of the Divine Redeemer. Christ 
- now arises as the Sun of Righteousness 
upon his view. The incarnation of the 
only-begotten Son of God, his life, his 
snfierings, his resurrection, his glory, be- 
come the object of all his trust. He 
understands the great mystery of God 
being “ just and the justifier of him that 
believeth in Jesus.” He “ counts all things 
but loss, that he may win Christ.” Thus 
does his religion assume a totally different 
character. He actually reposes on the 
merits and death of his Saviour for justi- 
fication, and implores fervently and con- 
stantly the aid of the Holy Spirit for 
strength to obey God. He renounces his 
own righteousness as to the one, and liis 
own power as to the other — and the con- 
sequence is, a, new ardour and purity of 
life and devotedness to God^s service. All 
the spnngs' of gratitude and love are 
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touched. The heart is gained. Christ is 
enthroned in the affections. That love of 
God with which man was filled at his first 
creation, and which was extinguished at 
the fall, is now rekindled. Christianity 
has produced a surprising recovery. The 
fallen creature is restored. God becomes 
his Lord, his Sovereign, his Master, his 
end by a new and willing choice. Hence- 
forth “ he lives, not" as he formerly did, 
and as all men by nature cfo, “ unto him- 
self,” but “ unto Him that died for him 
and rose again” — and he does this, “ con- 
strained by the love of Christ;" that is, 
act nated by the efficacious motives of the 
Gospel, and elevated and purified by its 
grace and benefits. 

The degree of activity and self-denial 
which we have dbove insisted on as essen- 
tial to real Christianity, now appears to 
him natural, obligatory, practicable, de- 
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lightful. All is in its place. The super- 
structure suits and becomes the founda- 
tion. The edifice rises grand and propor- 
tionate in all its parts. The duties and 
affections which appeared to him extrava- 
gant and impossible, whilst he was far 
from God and immured in the pursuits of 
the world, now seem necessary and easy. 
They agree with his acquired habits, they 
are the spontaneous actings of his new 
principles, they are produced by lively 
faith, they are softened and lightened by 
holy love, they are maintained by the 
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, they 
conform him in his life to the example of 
his Saviour, and they prepare him in his 
hopes .and expectations for the eternal 
purity and joy of heaven. He has received 
not a new creed, but a new life. All the 
parts’ of Christianity hang’ together. The 
doctrines prepare for the temper and 
spirit. Holy obedience flows from this 
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temper. The effectual grace of God pro- 
duces and unites both. Good works attest 
the sincerity of the change. The blessed 
fruits of peace of conscience and joy in the 
Holy Ghost form the best comment on the 
whole. The solid experience of God's gra- 
cious aid by his providence, the stable 
tranquillity of a mind purified by the 
sacrifice of Christ, the actual happiness 
inseparable from the love of God, the 
large measure of holy obedience attained 
by the principle of faith, the calm patience 
under the trials of life, and the joyful anti- 
cipation of death and judgment communi- 
cated by the promises of God — all confirm 
the truth and reality of this scheme of 
Scripture doctrine, and show also the in- 
adet[uacy of every other. In the meantime, 
the numerous imperfections which the 
Christian discovers in his best efforts, the 
temptations to which he feels himself ex- 
posed, and the daily defects, errors, and 
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follies of which he is conscious, tend to 
produce in him that genuine humility and 
contrition of spirit which is the last finish 
of the character, which keeps him always 
dependant on gbace, and grace only, 
for every hope of present succour and future 
salvation, and which renders the Grospel 
the potent, and suitable, and most wel- 
come remedy for all his moral maladies 
and disorders. 

Here is, tlien, the easy solution of all 
the complicated difiiculties and objections 
which may at one time have perplexed his 
mind. A sincere*trial of what religion is, 
affords the effectual answer to theoretic 
mistakes. Let the reader make the expe- 
rimood: only, and he shall be an example 
of mj' remarks. “ If any man will do 
God's^ will, he shall know of the doctrine.” 

ft- 

l|Bt him, with his Bible in his hand, pur- 
sue the great object of his own salvation. 
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RHd he shall soon see the clouds and mists 
of prejudice dissipated from his mind. 
Nay, the very points in Christianity which 
he once viewed as difficulties, shall appear 
the chief helps and glories of the dis- 
covery ; and he shall learn to ** count all 
things but loss for the excellency of that 
knowledge of Christ’' which formerly he 
thought “ foolishness.” But he shall at the 
same time find, that he is becoming to 
others the occasion of the vbry objections 
and remarks which he at one time enter- 
tained himself. In short, he will see that 
it is not any minute mistake, any charge 
of a party-spirit, any trifling abuse of 
terms, any subordinate misunderstanding- 
of a doctrine or a precept, that can ac- 
count for the wide differences of judgment 
and conduct between the Christian and 
the worldly person. The causes lie deeper; 
and are n|ore firmly fixed. The question 
involved is the fundamental distinction 
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between the service of God and the serr 
vice of sin — between the Jove and faith of 
Christ, and barren morality — between the 
obedience of the whole heart to religion, 
and an external form— between the being 
alive as to God and eternity and the 
soul, and the being dead — between the 
walking in the narrow path which conducts 
to life, and in the broad which leads to 
destruction — in a word, between the rising 
up to the high vocation and transcendant 
ends of Christianity, and entering into its 
stupendous mysteries and designs ; and the 
sinking down to the low standard of un- 
aided nature, and the doubtful, inefficient 
canons of prejudice and fashion. 

But the author will not proceed fur- 
(iier> He has been drawn on thus almost 
insensibly by the earnest desire of removing 
some of those extraneous hindjpnces to a 
single cbnyersjion to God which the in - 
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du’stry of polemical writers, and the indis- 
position of man to spiritual religion, have 
accumulated. He appeals for the truth of 
all these statements, to the unerring 
standard of Holy Scriptures, to the united 
testimony of all good men in every age, 
to the effects of divine teaching and grace 
in each individual heart, and to the solid 
fruits of godliness which evangelical truth 
produces — he appeals, finally, and above 
all, to the omniscient eye of God, and to 
the expected decision of that last great 
day, when the secrets of all hearts shall be 
disclosed. 

Tt is little for the writer of these pages 
to say, in conclusion, that the following 
Letters t^onvey but very imperfectly bis 
views of these Scriptural trutlis, and 
exhibit still more feebly his ideas of 
Scriptural holiness. Such, however, ..af 
they are, they may serve {lerhaps, in, 
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measure to show the sort of feeling \^ith 
which the Christian Traveller should, as 
the author thinks, habitually endeavour to 
acknowledge the hand and providence of 
God during a foreign tour; and the spirit 
and manner in which he should aim to 
conduct himself, as the servant of God, 
on the various occasions which such a 
tour continually presents, to try the force 
of his principles, and put to the test the 
meekness and fortitude of his character. 
It is only for the sincerity of his attempt at 
doing this, that the author presumes to 
answer. How far he succeeded, and 
whether his representations may lie bene- 
ficial on the whole to others, ho loaves to 
the opinion of the cahBid reader -or, 
rather, he refers it to the sentence bf that 
God, who accepts the weakest efl'ort to 
trace and adore the proceedings of his 
providence, and who has condescended to 
say, “ Trust in the Lord with all thine 
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.heart, and lean not to thine own under- 
standing ; in all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths."' 

Islington y February^ 1825. 


P. S. The above Preface had been 
written, and two-thirds of the edition 
which it was intended to introduce had 
been printed otF early this spring, when a 
destructive fire broke out at the printer's, 
and consumed the whole work as far as 
it had proceeded. Happily the corrected 
copy was saved, otlierwise this edition 
could never have appeared. In carrying 
It once again (the fourth time) through the 
press, IK) alterations of the least moment 
have been made. Other and higher 
duties now entirely occupy the author's 
lime. 


Julil, 1020. 
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Ghent, Saturday, June 21 if, 1823. 

\Vi. are now fixed, my dear Sistefi. for the 
Sunday; and, therefore, I have leisure to give 
my beloved Mother and you some account of 
our movements. We arrived this morning at 
GamK or Ghent, in the kingdom of the 
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Netherlands, about eighteen leagues from Os- 
tend. We had a delightful drive to Dover on 
Monday, and found good accommodations at 
the Union Hotel. Our passage to Calais in 
the steam vessel on Tuesday was calm and 
favourable. We almost all suffered from sea- 
sickness ; but by four o’clock we sat down to 
dinner in excellent spirits at the Bourbon 
Hotel at Calais, and began to forget our 
troubles. It was late on Tuesday e\ening 
before we had hired Hvo carriages for our 
Ibrwe fotmd that one would beiocon- 
▼eeieut and uneafe. About eleven o’clock on 
Wedhaisday, Vve were on our way to the Rhine. 
The road annoyed us a good deal, being 
paved with large rough stones ; and the wind 
was not less unpleasant, blowing fresh from 
the sea. We passed Gravetines, a place of 
considerable strength, with five lines of forti- 
fiOatlOU. ^^Wef’ etarted involuntarily at driving, 
for the first time in our lives, through the for> 
IfiAihM^'worbs^ aiid h^ the rattling of the 
^U!' d«ww>lwidg«i^ under the wheels of the 
i^rrid|sea,«‘nudh(mHy‘bcdieTe^ ourselves safe. 
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About five we reached Dunkirk^ formerly 
the object of no much prevarication and perfidy 
on the part of the court of France. It is a 
large, jioble town, with a fine port, a hand- 
some church, streets spacious and clean, and 
the appearance of a good deal of trade. There 
is a great air of comfort and neatness fibout 
this part of French Flanders; but the most 
deplorable superstitions are prevalent every 
where. , Enormous, ill-formed crucifixes stare 
you in th« lace on the public roads : the figure 
of our blessed Lord bekig exhibited 'in Ube 
most’ forbidding, and even (h^gosting forms 
imaginable. And the moment you ^ter into 
conversation with the people, you are sur- 
prised and affected at the degree of ignorance 
and superstition which they betray. At this 
town, some of the peasants we talked with, 
actually called the Protestants Jews, con- 
founding them indiscriniinately all who 

reject the Roman Catholic faith. The adora- 
tion paid to the imagpe of the Virgin Mary 
quite appals the miodV the worslup of our 
Saviour i.s comparatively fo^otten. In fact, 

»2 
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the Virgin seems almost to engross the vene- 
ration of the Papist, and to supersede every 
thing else. 

On Thursday we set off for Mount Cassel, 
a beautiful spot, seven leagues from Dunkirk, 
from the lofty summit of which thirty-two 
towns and four hundred villages are said to hr 
visible, though I could not discern near so 
many. The view, however, was magnificent 
A vast panorama stretched all around. .\a 
ture was arrayed in her most beautiful attire 
and the eye was delighted in attempting to 
tmee fWtttbe vari^ated wonders of the spec- 
tacle. > On one side of the hill, towards its 
foot, General Vandamme has erected a noble 
edifice, and laid out a considerable space of 
ground in gardens and pleasure walks. The 
spoils of war swe displayed in different parts 
With muc^^te; but I confess the refiections 
tibey .awakened in my mind, very much les- 
sened my admiration of them: i could not 
help thinking of the injustice and cruelty with 
which most of them were acquired. No glory 
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js solid which violates the first principles of 
morals. 

We reached the celebrated town of Lille 

« 

about nine in the evening. It was almost 
dark, and we were afraid the gates would 
have been shut. It contains sixty-two thou- 
sand inhabitants; its works render it a fortress 
of the first rank, and its citadel is second to 
none in Europe. The Duke of Marlborough’s 
siege is perhaps the best encomium on these 
works. Indeed, what mingled recollections 
arc e.xcited in the mind, when travelling over 
these scenes of former conflict and glory! An 
English family driving peacefully and undia* 
turbed through Dunkii^ or Lille, is. quite an 
important event, when one remembers the 
history of the two last centuries; and the 
indignation or alarm which the very names of 
these towns kindled in the breasts c^our fore- 
fathers. Thank God for those national mer- 
cies which are connected with the annals, 
however mournful in themselves, of past war- 
fare! The preservation of the Protestant 
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£ifPOpe, and 'o^bli8hiiiolit"of> 

vt 

that religioo, and of all the other blesshigs' of 
our glorious revolution of 1688 , in England, 
were the effects of the hard-fought fields of 
the incomparable British commander — I said 
incomparable, but I check myself, for the 
splendid triumphs of our Wellington, place 
him on a level with England’s greatest cap- 
tains. 

1 called on the Protestant minister at 
Lilie~only about two hundred and fifty 
Protestants -- feeble, alarmed, dejected — 
Popery surrounding and watching them with 
a jealous eye — the French government con- 
tracting their privileges — the spirit of the 
Reformation almost fled. Still tliere is a 
Bible Society, which is always a seed of 
future blessings. The place is famous for its 
mannfactil^s. The men gain three Or four 
francs a day (the franc is now worth nine- 
pence or nine-pence baltpenuy English), the 
women one franc, and the children nearly the 
8aqie.i^. Food ds about a third pari cheaper 
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ihAQ, m iltOAdpn. Th«> wq^q are without 
bonnets; a sort of liigh cap supplies the 
place of them ; the wooden shoe is common. 

We came on Friday to Courtray, a beau- 
tifully neat town ; but, alasl the whole place 
seemed given up to superstition. Lamps are 
suspended throughout the streets before the 
images <^1 the Virgin, as if she were a guar- 
dian dei^« In England we have little idea of 
the state of things in Catholic Europe, or of 
our own blessings. 

Here, as well as at Gand and a village 
J)iug between them, we have seen some of 
those tine pulpits which are so much admired, 
ami so justly, in the Netherlands. You see 
I am adverting tO a professional topic — 
every one understands best what relates to 
his own calling. One pulpit i^embled a 
palm tree, the trunk concealing within it the 
stairs ; the foliage forming , the sounding- 
board, and imipense so^rt of pumpkin 
the pulpit itself, whic$ ,.«n angel supported 
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underneath. The nei^t was sustained by four 
female figures as large^ as life; the sounding* 
bpard was surmounted by a cherub raising 
the cross ; angels stooping around to admire. 
The third was almost entirely of the finest 
white marble; an angel underneath opened 
the Bibld to an old man, at these striking 
Words, ** Awake, thou that sleeps!, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall, give thee 
life.” Another angel at the soun^dfeg-board 
was blowing the trumpet of the Gospel; 
whilst a third was sustaining the cross. 

If any thing like pure doctrine were deli- 
vered from these pulpits, all would be well* 
But what a contrast is there between the 
magnificent {lulpits and^^he mean and un- 
worthy tenpto inculcated thPm ? We are 
r^Ily ^0te tnelancholy at witnessing the 
scenes ar||^d ns. It seems wboltf^’HiK^ 
eoi^tabl^ bow/mnii^ with the New Ifestii** 
yi|l|Fin tbeit .bah^'lltontd bedetn^ and 
iSi^,dow^ as 
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.taibent ia o6t id their hands^ ’ The 1% 
shuts that sacred book, and thdn itoposes his 
own traditions. And besidi^, the 'Scriptures 
represent Popery as the “ power of error,” 
as “ a strong delusion,” as “ the deceivable* 
ness of unrighteousness,” as •“ the Working 
- of Satan with signs ‘and lying wonddrs,**‘as a 
judicial blindness for the neglect and abuse of 

light an% knowledge,. “ because nien loved 

' J.”' ' . « 

not the but had pleasure in unrighte- 

ousness.” There is accordingly a fixed, unal- 
terable attaGbmej|t to Poper^ in the minds of 
the people, a kind of devoted, unsuspecting 
allegiance, “a bowing down of the soul,” 
that their spiritual tyrants may go over.” 


But I most bid.^:|^d ferewell for to-night. 
We have come fort^-fivd les^ues, about ldde'' 
hundred and forty-fdiir Eftglisb 
■Calai|^’'Oote''hf ■ our'-carriages, gi||^'W'a;f ..'nf ' 

rijy, a bar jitm beWl^^ 

through ■ by . tljk^^i^. ; ;f6or francs . 


for sdine 




f were worth 
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80IHI — about sixteen times tbeir vaJuo, 

il^il^^cideat detaine^^ifs pm> Itouniiomllie 

* 

«9ad, aod^^ili beep 'uf faere» perliapi^ niNpr 
Sunday: otherwise W% should have reached 
Antierp to-night. The post does not go 
out tiJi Tuesday, so that 1 may add a word 
or two 4o^siorrow> or Monday. 

- Gandt Sunday NigJU^ June 22</. — We /bund 
to-day an 'English service at tht,> Protestant 
church. The prayers were well read, and the 
sermon was tolerable. The clergyman dined 
with us after church, and gavUus a great deal of 
useful information. He was a pleasant, and, 
I hope, a pious man. As there was no Protest- 
ant service in the afternoon, I went to one of 
the Catholic churches, ^^t was the first time 1 
bad ever witnessed tho^l display of Popish 
ceremonies. Beally tbp 'processions, prostra- 
tions, bdHs, incense, music, chauotings, &c. 
made I up a sort of stage-effect, of which I 
had had no conception. It seemed to me 
to be just calculated to deceive mankind. 
Animal emotion and bodily services were put 



LETTER I. 


POPERY. 


11 


ibr faith and the obedience of the heart. The 
senses were cbamed and seducck^'^ instead of 
the understanding ' being ii)forinedp’^dfttd'*4hn 
passions subdaed. Every thing waa not 
merely unfavourable to spiritual woiahip) but 
almost irreconcilable with it. Still the diliv 
gent attention of these poor people to their 
ceremonies, and their apparent devotion and 
seriousness in the performance of their reli- 
gious duties, are examples to those who boast 
a purer creed. We never entered a town, but 
many were at prayers. Yesterday evening 
the churches were filled. To-day you can 
scarcely enter them for the crowd. The Ca- 
tholics have no idea of being called Christians, 
and yet neglecting the public worship which 
('lirihtianily enjoins. The common people, 
at least, are sincere and in earnest. Their 
principles are obscure and superstitious ; but 
they are firmly fixed in their mindSf and they 
act upon them. 

It is difficult for a Protestant traveller to 
recover from the surprise excited by these de- 
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generate forms of religion, and to divest him-, 
self so far of Ins habitual associations as calmly 
to weigh all the effects and circumstances of 
the which he is contemplating. Un- 

questionably, fai^ allowances are to be made 
for individual piety, ‘ tinder the disadvantages 
of early habit and education, in a Catholic 
country. But I must say, that Popery, as a 
whole, disgusts me more now I see it in act, 
than when I bad merely read of it. Un- 
doubtedly, its worst and mo.st prominent fea- 
ture is, the idolatry of the Virgin Mary; an 
immediate cimsequence of this is, the indirect 
or open denial of all the chief doctrines of tlie 
Gospel; the corruption of the rule of Christian 
morals* ** follows almost of coarse; and the 

* As to the denial of CfaildlAi doctrine, hear the 
language of Luther: “ In confession, the Papists make 
no mention of faith, or the merits of Christ, but only 
eigoio fannfto satisfaction and merits ; as may be ’secn in 
the following form of absolution, which the monks use, 
and* dipse the most devout .amongst them, and which I 
willmgty copy out, that posterity understand the inh- 
mte and inefabl^ abominations of ropery. 

** God spare thee. Brother, 

Hie merit of ‘the passion of our Loid Jesus Chri.s(, 
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effect of all this is, the tacit but certain en- 
courageuient which is given to scepticism and 
infidelity. I leave out a hundred other topics 
— indulgences—transubstantiation — infallibili* 
ty — traditions — persecution — 'exclasioil%rom 
salvation of all not within, i^. pale, &c. 
Thank God for the Reformation ! 

In the evening we bad service in our family 
— the evening prayers of our church, and a 

and of the blessed Mary^ always a virgin, and of all the 
saints, the merit of your order, the Weight of your re- 
ligious duties, the humility of your confession, the contri- 
tion of your heart, the good works which you have done 
and will do for the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, obtain 
for ihcc the remibsion of thy sins, the increase of merit and 
grace, and the reward of eterpal life. Amen.” 

Comm, in Gal. p. H7. Ed. Witenberg, 1536. 

Of the conuptioii of tbe rule of doty, let the 
.Ic^iuts stand as witnesses. .*Who can have read PascaFs* 
Provincial Letters without having been astonished at the 
profligacy of their code of morals, or rather at the virtual 
overthiow of uprightness, purity, and truth amongst men, 
which that code occasions and patronizes ; and on which 
their conduct, as an order, for nearly three hundred years, 
has been too frequenttyt the comment i 

1 say nothing of the worship of die Virgin, or the 
secret prevalence of infidelity, because these evils are 
acknowledged. 
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sermon. 1 was much inclined to oiler to 
preach this morning at the English service; 
but 1 abstained from a sense of duty — 
health is now my irat object • My heart and 
Hiooghts have'been'Goado^tudly at Et John’o.*^ 

Gand, Mmday motudng . — ^We 

have had an excellent night — ^all well to-day. 
We are now going to visit the principal curi- 
osities of this ancient town; and shall pro- 
hably set off for Antwerp in the afternoon. 
To-morrow we hope to be at Brussels, and on 
Wednesday to be pressing on towards the 
Rhine, the magnificent scenery of which ruer 
is a great attraction to us. We mean to cuter 
Switzerland by Schaffhausen. Our move- 
ments are tpo rapid to derive any thing like the 
full advantages of what’ is called foreign travel. 
We are come out only for our health. Still 
we make all the observations we are able, 
on the habits and customs, the language and 
government, the policies and religion of dif- 

* St. John’s, Bedford flow, lx>ndon at that tim« 
the author’s chapel. 
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ferent people. We try to study- and contem- 
plate men, as Bishop Hurd, I think, expresses 
it, as they present themselves on the great' 
stage of the world, in varioiio forms, -and 
under different appearancctt 'and 

ft * s* 

ev&cy thing with what we have seen or read at" 
home. A'lMhis will enlarge, as l hope, our 
minds, without too much dkssipating the atten- 
tion. It will also tend to lessen undue national 
prejudices. ' It will teach' us to appreciate the 
blessings of a free government and a pure re- 
ligion, and will send us home ^better fitted to 
discharge our ordinary duties, and more eager 
to communicate spiritual benefit to others. 

I should tell you that the roads are shock- 
ing. Indeed, I need not say this, after having 

t 

mentioned the pav^; for this forms all the 
middle part of the roads, and is beyond mea- 
sure worse than the stones of Loudon streets, 
or those on our Cheshire and Lancashire roads, 
whilst on each side you have commonly a 
deep sand. Carnages break down constant- 
ly; sometimes the first day; and generally 





p' 

dibpfi.ihe Ae w^- We 

[ntineii £iini^ ^that whea Hi^ Muj^ty t^e 
B^gland {ftusised throii^, the year 
<Ki’ lil|Vft|F’ji» <Haaover, the royal 
air&ce' broke down ‘just, at the. entmuce of 

i ■* t f ^ * ** 

le town, and> that the King was glad 4o ac- 
ept. the 'offer of a French nobl^an, who 
md,e a tender of his own, ‘Farewell. 

s^ectiqnate l^rotticr. 


D* W. 
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Brussels, June 27. — Liege, July 1, 1823. 


Gaud — N iinnery — Chrysostom — Louis XVIII. — Lord 
Gainbier — Antwerp — Bonaparte — Scheld — Brussels — 
St. Gudule — Popery — The Martyr Tyndale — ^Namur 
" Villagi' of Waterloo — King of England — Coster — 
- - Battle Waterloo — Huy — Liege. 


Brussels, Finlay, June 27, 1823. 


• V !sivn:u, 

I M.NT oil niy first letter from Ghent, 
f* Viuiulaj , Juiit 23 . I begin a second letter 
iiuaiusi Dm iw\i post-day. We took our view 
oi Du* eily of Ghent on Monday morning. It 
upon twenty-six islands, connected by 
Du or hundre d .small wooden bridges. It has 
sixty thousand inhabitants. A nunnery, 


VOL. i» 


c 
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where six or seven hundred females maintain 
themselves by spinning, and other like works, 
Snucb gratified us. There is less of supersti- 
tion in this establishment, and more of obvious 
usefulness, than in any I have yet seen. 
Charity and diligence seem united, as theyv 
ought to be. The Nuns are the nurses of the 
whole town, making it their business to visit 
and assist the sick. The public Library is 
one of the finest buildings in Europe ; entirely 
of black and white marble. An inscription, 
taken from St. Chrysostom, very much plea.scd 
me, Lectio Scripturarum munitio ost advcr-sus 
peccatum ; “ The reading of the Scriptun-.s is 
the defence against sin" — no ohscnn; testinionv 
against the present practice of the Clinreh v-j* 
Rome. 

The Cathedral is suinptiMMis and supc isii. 
tioUs beyond all imaginatioii. \V( asce-nded 
the tower by four hundred and sixty four 
steps, and thence obtained a rich coup-d o i! 
of the whole city, ft has all the marks o( 
departed grandeur. It was once the rival rd 
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, Paris, and the capital of the Belgic pro- 
vinces. It boasted of being the birth-place 
of Charles the Fifth, and of containing th4 
largest area of any city on the Continent.* 
ft has now a dull and deserted appearance. 
Its power and glory are gone. Other cities 
eclipse its fame. It is thus that all earthly 
distinctions fade away, and that legislators 
are taught that the proudest eminence of na- 
tional piospority may be undermined and de- 
.‘jtroyed. ( Jand has acquired a temporary in- 
lerest of late, from Louis XVIH. having ded 
to it during the usurpation of the hundred 
fiav>; and from our brave Admiral Lord 
< r having' here met the American Corn- 

nnssioners, and concluded the late treaty of 


\t I wo. onr carnages being repaired, we 
olf lor Antwerp; eleven leagues, thirty 

0 il,- i'nglish. As we approached it, the 

1 amtilicf iit tower of the Cathedral appeared 


I'h-' ( trf-iiu. fit the walls is little less than fifteen miles. 
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directly in ' our view — 460 feet high, of the 
most delicate architecture, and rising at the 
lop to the finest point imaginable — one of the 
most splendid things of the kind in Europe. 
The Scheld river, however, flowing between 
us and the city, we had to pass a f|uarter of a 
league in a ferry-boat before we could reach it. 
As we walked up to the inn, gaudy images of 
the Virgin oftended us at the comer of almost 
every street ; forty or fifty of these, with 
lamps suspended before them, an; scattered 
over the city, and priests and friars meet yon 
at every turn. The town i.s most Ijand'onie 
and noble, like the fortner ca.pital of rioie- 
pean commerce. The harbour can coiit liu :i 
thousand ve.ssels. The .Scheld here seenu d i' 
me broader than our 'I'bame.s .tf Loedoit ; f; 
flows close up to the fdace- ^Ve saw a la' .e- 
tifiil pulpit, in the church of St, .laoie'-. sso. 
ported by female figures as I Mge . ( I; i«- 
presea ting Trutii, Faith. '{'('•(■(, log v . .w i 
Learning; an union excellent and < oue •} t; 
requires only that these should In pi;e ■ . 
embodied in the doctrine of t!i<- lini; 
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.tholic church, to produce a second Reforma- 
tion. 

But what most interested us were the ex- 
tensive docks and naval storehouses begun by 
Bonaparte in 1803, and carried on till the 
period of his fall. These were to surpass all 
that Kurope could produce, and were to con- 
tributf! to the overthrow of British commerce 
and Britisli power. It is with a mixture of 
:'iir|)rise and triuini)h that Englishmen survey 
the (loreatod sclu'ines and lialf-accomplished 
projects of tliat evtraordinary man, and most 
Itith r < !temv of their country. 

Ai three lire m.'Xt day, Tuesday, June 24, 
drove olf to Brussels, where we arrived at 
idiie lit the evening. On our way we passed 
iiee.ugh Villetbrto, where our English Re- 
torsiic! rviHlale, is said to have been im- 
■ 1 -. 1 '!, d. lie was afterwards burnt by the 
lir i! >r «»! the Emperor s court, at Brus- 
e O'. 1 ■);»<!. Mis crime was the translation 
f die New 'l\!slainent into English! This is 
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the first trace we have seen of that noble army, 
of martyrs to whose labours and sufferings we 
\)\\e the blessings of the Reformation. We 
have been now detained at Brussels three days 
for repairing a second time the carriages — dis- 
located, weakened, shattered almost, with 
these pav6s. The city is beautifully situated, 
partly on a hill and partly in the valley; it has 
one hundred thousand inhabitants, with boulc' 
vards encircling it, which will, when finished, 
be about six miles in extent. The chamber of 
the Etats Gen6raux, or States ticneral, i.s really 
quite charming, much more elegant and com- 
modious than our English Hon.se of (joniinons. 
The only misfortune i.s, that, with all thi'- 
exterior beauty, the life of political institn 
tious is wanting — that spirit of regulated fns 
dom — that liappy balance of the different 
powers of the state — that ind< pcndcnce aiul 
liberty of discussion — that influence on pul)li< 
opinion, which render the British Parliatn* nl 
the glory of the world. Catholics and Pi;, 
testants sit indiscriminately in the ( hundH . o! 
Deputies. 
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The Royal Palaces at Brussels and at 
Lacken, three miles from the town, are pleas- 
ing. The chief church of St. Gudule is, lik^ 
all the other (latholic churches, loaded with 
images of saints and the Virgin. It has six- 
teen chapels. A priest showed us the chief 
cariosities; and told us, with perfect sang-r 
froid,that some Jews having, four centuries ago, 
stolen the host from the church and stabbed it, 
blood miraculously issued from it and destroyed 
them! The pulpit here again is exquisite; it is 
supported by figures of Adam and Eve driven 
out of Eden by an angel, with Death triumph- 
ing over their ruin. The stairs and back of 
tho (Hilpit represent the garden of Eden, with 
ihe diflercnt animals around. The sounding 
board represents the descent of the Holy Spi- 
rit; and is surmounted by our ^aviour, and, 
wliat always accompanies him, the Virgin. The 
.Museum and Library are fine; one hundred 
Ihousand volumes, and many exquisite pic- 
tures of llubeus. We here saw the first book 
printed at Brussels, in the year 1476, entitled 
Speculum Cimacientia. 
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We have been introduced to a very pious 
Protestant gentleman, who has shown us the 
greatest kindness. To him we owe the obliga- 
tion of examining our carriages, and recom- 
mending us to a respectable coachmaker. 
We have been sadly imposed upon. An Eng- 
lishman should, if possible, obtain an intro- 
duction to some merchant at Calais or Brus- 
sels, or he w’ill probably be put ofl’ with miser- 
able, ruined vehicles, decked up for the occa- 
sion, which will fail him, as ours have done, 
the very first day or two of his journey. This 
gentleman talked to us much on the state of 
religion. He lores England. He considers 
that things are rather improving upon the 
whole here; still the gross, heavy supersti- 
tion of Popery weighs down the consciences 
of men, and^arkens the fair front of Chris 
tianity. . Bonaparte is the idol, and the pre- 
sent Government unpopular; but Popery after 
all is the permanent obstacle to reiigiou.s im- 
provement. My friend ardently hopes, as I 
am sure 1 do, that the pure truth of the Go.s- 
pel will once more spread through Europe ; 
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and silently, but effectually, dissipate all anti- 
christian errors, whether on the side of infi- 
delity or superstition. 

Namur, Sunday, June 29. — -A city almost 
entirely Iloinan Catholic! Twenty thousand 
souls, and scarcely a Protestant family ! ISot 
so imich as a single sermon that I could hear 
of, in any of the parish churches throughout, 
the day, for the people of the town! Thank 
(ind, (he military from Holland and Switzer- 
land have Protestant chaplains and services 
in a chapel built for them by the present King 
of the Netherlands, who is himself, as you 
know, of the Protestant religion. As soon as 
breakfast was over, we had the morning 
prayers of our own Church and a sermon ; 
our little congregation was seien as usual. 
At twelve, I went to the Military Chapel, to 
lu'nr the (lerinan sermon, of which I found I 
« (uild not understand a word — I have lost my 
tarman. 1 conversed afterwards with the 
rhaplain, who spoke pretty good French ; he 
was a sensible and pious young nian. I said 
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all 1 cocrfd to encourage him in a bold and 
Bianly pro/ession of the Gospel. In the afler- 
Booo, we went to the Cathedral — Popish ser- 
vice — building fine — pulpit of beautiful, 
though unadorned, marble. We are now 
aboBi to have bur seeoad domestic service. 
Bow I ’p^ these Catholics, brought up to 
wtoidap, not the God and Father of all, but 
toe* Virgin Mary and the Saints! — Farewell. 

Namur, Monday morning. — We are now 
going off for Liege ; we hope to be at Spa on 
Wednesday; at Aix la Chapelle, Thursday; 
Cologne OD the Rhine (where the pa»/* euf/'i}, 
Saturday. At Brussels, we engaged with a 
Swisa voitulrier, who had come here wiih four 
horses from Rome, to conduct us lo Berne. 
We left Brussels at nine on Saturday, and at 
eleven were on the field of Waterloo, I’he 
small village church contains twenty-two 
iMMiuments of English officers who fell on 
tbf^ memorable spot, with suitable inscrip- 
tions — a most affecting sight. In an adjoining 
plot is the burial ground of four huudrod o> 
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. our brave soldiers. His Majesty the King of 
England was most minute in his inquiries^ 
when he was here two years back. He even 
visited the garden where Lord Anglesey’s leg 
was interred. The field of Waterloo itself i& 
covered with corn ; but the hedge leading to 
Ohain, the farm of Haie Sainted Hoguemont, 
Planchenoir, &c. remain. The spot where 
the last attack was made on the English by the 
Imperial (iuard, is marked by a pillar, and 
also that where General Gordon fell. The 
Wellington tree was brought to England two 
years ago, and is at the British Museum. 

.frail Baptiste de Coster, Bonaparte’s guide, 
v\:is (iiio We took great pains in distinguish- 
M- him from a multitude of impostors who de- 
< rivf (he mi ary, by claiming his name. He 
iv an elderly man, full of enthusiasm in his 
ir^rripiion of the battle. We spent an hour 
';!*i him on this fearful scene of England’s 
, or\ lie le<l us to the very spot where the 
Je th si pari of (he battle took place. It is 
i'lipossihlr !o yive you any idea of the horrors 
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which he described. The mind shudders at 
the thoughts of the sufferings of oiir br.ave 
men, and of the wide-spread desolations of 
that terrific day. Even now the corn displays 
a rank luxuriance on the ensanguined field. 
The bones of the dead are dug up by the rude 
hand of the labourer.* The marks of the 
balls may still be traced on many of the trees, 
and relics of the spoils are offered you at e-very 
turn. What a deliverance for Europe was 
wrought on those plains ! What praises do we 
owe to God for the security, happincs.s, and 
power which were all atchievcd or confirmed 
to Britain by that mighty compurst. 

Really, when one reflects on the cliitraetet 
of Bonaparte, on his prodigious .'-uen sses, <■!! 
bis confessed skill as a general, on his 

Scilictil (jI lemjnis veniet, nim Jnijhn li' 

Agricola, iucurvo terrain nKtiihi'* aniht , 

Kxe.sa inveiiiet »cabra lubigiut; jnhi, 

Aut gruvibus raslris galeas pulsabu iuatit 
Grandiaque efFossis mirabiluv «>ss;» ^t pnichn^. 

VlHG. i 
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gality of human life, on the eflbrts which he 
then made, and on the possible consequences 
of his giainiu" the field, one’s heart swells with 
gratitude and tliank.sgiving to the God of 
battles, who fiM titied the breast of our noble 
commander during the fearful struggle, and 
crowned him with the most important victory 
which tlie annals of history, ancient or modern, 
can l»oast. It is a curious circumstiince, that 
the Duke of Marlborough, a hundred years 
before, had lixed on the same plains for giving 
battle to the French army, and w'as only with- 
hold from engaging by the timidity of the 
Dutch Deptilie.s. 

W C reacht'd i\ a mu r at nine, after a journey 
iiii ]ia\e ol lbrt\-four miles. Jt is a strongly 
rTMt!.*) ptace, ct'lebrated for the long sieges 
; . i) t -n . t imed at the close of the last cen- 
' < : Old, like all frontier towns, has 

p!rj)(t(ial .sceiu! of bloodshed and 
f orty thousjind sohliers were quar- 
; ) !e 111 l.il.j under Grouchy. It stands 
i: i.iu'hieihc of the Sambre and the 
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MeUse or Maese; behind it a fine mountain 
rises adorned with hanging wood, and crowned 
with tremendous fortifications. It forms the 
back ground of the picture. The walk by the 
river side is exquisite. 

Huy, Ttoehe o'clock, Monday, June 30. — 
We have been four hours and a half coming to 
this beautiful town. The road has been by 
the side of the Meuse, seventeen miles. The 
hanging woods, the rocks, the villages, the 
windings of the river, the ruined castles, and a 
road of fine smooth earth, not pave, formed 
one of the most striking and beautiful drives I 
have ever taken. The cliffs and wood.s, in 
some places, were sublime. The rain of 
yesterday had laid the dust, and brightened 
the verdure on the face of nature. The pecu- 
liar feature was the trees and woods, ijder- 
spersed amongst the rude rocks in the most 
picturesque manner. At this place w«; 
astiended the fortress, which Lord Welling- 
ton, as we were told, has been six year.s di- 
rebtii^ several thousand men to construct, and 
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ivbich is considered to be impr^;nable. Tb6 
walls are in some places ten or eleven feet 
thick. 

Liege, Tuesday, July 1.— We arrived 
last nigbt, the road continuing equally bein> 
tiful ; but the beat of tbe day, especially in 
tbe morning, was very great, and we find 
ourselves a good deal fatigued. To-day is tbe 
post, and therefore 1 close this letter. I 
found no letters from England at Brussels, 
but hope to receive some at Cologne. We ire 
all well. 


I am, &c. 


D. W. 

P. 8. We have underrated the distance 
we have travelled ; the leagues are two miles 
and three quarters English ; so that we have 
MOW gone about two hundred and seventy-five 
miles from Calais. We have two coachmen^ 
and two beautiful white horses to each ear-- 
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riage. Liege contains nothing very reniark- 
abfe. It stands in a picturesque spot on the 
side of a hill ; a small river banked with stone 
wails, runs through it; and the gardens com- 
ing down to the river, are beautiful ; a prome- 
nade, with trees, affords a delighful walk all 
around. In coming here we saw the sides of 
the mountains, for the first time, covered with 
viiejards. We had occasion to call on a 
cUckmaker in the Great Square. lie seemed 
an acute, sensible man. A deeply fixed dis- 
coitent was apparent, notwithstanding his 
attempts to conceal it. The recollection of 
Booaparte was vivid in his mind. So we find 
it every where almost. 



tWTER flif. 

Jufy U-^Cobkntt, igaa. 


Road to Spa — ^Verviers — ^Aix la ^ape^ecr’Charl^maj^M 
•—Relics — King of Kngland — Jnliers—- 6t Aos^tt— 
' ^anday at Beigfaeim— Colc^ne — St. Uraul«— Tomb ^ 
^ai^liinui — ^tJtiifemtjr of CatMtcs and Prote^Mto 


— ^Tite ‘l^kiDd — Driebeasfbls — ^ Rdm&gen— Anddrililifo$b 


Spoy Tuttdayf Jufy 1, tSSd. 


MY D£AKi|r StSTttIt, 
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h6ll&w with lofijr cli^ on eEjdi side of us <so%e^, 
^ \vitb Wngiug woods. Below the road ran a 
small but rapid n^r, ^y^nding along the valley, 
which having been sWplImi by the recent rains, 
Mras inimitabry beautiful; On our road, wp 
stopped an hour at a small inn, in the chamber 
uf which 1 found a sort of chapel, dressed up 
with a crucid^, and many superstitious orna- 
ments: underneath, however, was a copy of 
verses .so pious, that I transcribed them, and 
send, them for your benefit. 1 think them admi- 
rable: possibly they may be an extract from 
Corneille’s Translation of Thomas ^ Kempis. 


Jt^ i$iiS^e' r oJcit^ de Dieu; la FoHe de la Croix ; ou, 
. .. Maxime$ d« lit SUgfUH Evangiliqve. 


■ir 


]>(Mnp«BZ viol^ee : 

. ch^i^ies^jie silence. 
Ciroyez cfilciin fBeif}eur que vous ; 

effiiblc & tons ; 


ensiez ienr' 


'inti que fdnt tea autrci { 
iiun^ez ^us des vOtret; * 
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Evt^z a«ee abin liii|iii^; 

EUe troable* te coelir, et oe prodoilt ^p}«> 

Obciasez oe mumnn^iamzis ; 

Votre &me jouira d’une solide paif. , 

Que cette paix aeroit durable et aatju^re ; 

Si I’on n’avoit le coeur qu’^ son unique affaire. 

Et si Ton savoit bien graver dans I'esprit ; 

Que le monde n’est rien, si Ton n’a Jesus Chnst. 

Heureux qui prend le temps comma Dieu le lui denne ; 

Des biens, des maux prdiens, salt fsre son piofit : 

Et qui pour I’aveoir an Seigneuf s’abandonne, 

Disant, content de tout, Dieu te veut, ii tuffit. 

Spa, Wednesday, July 2. — We have had a 
beautiful day. This village is surrounded with 
the finest rides aod waljka iwagionble. The 
waters vfere known to the Bomans, and are 
mentioned by Pliny. They were in repute 
throughout Europe, as esfrly as the fourteenth 
century. They hills, 

which are said- to he tSHMij^areoiM earth, 
misTed with silkioMisiil^^ifitMMik They W‘e all 
a aw 
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little dilFers from that ofeommon water, except 
that they have a taste of iron. The water from 
the PouhoD spring is tbp strongest, and is ex- 
ported of |he world. Th^ 

and is 

now api^ntly The Q^^an 

here o?s^,^i^ryow proba^^ 

did Itbiok. I sboqtd ever spend a 
biit]^-day at Spaf bnt so it is. I am forty -6 ve 
to-^y. With bow many mercies surrounded ; 
wi^b bow much to lament in myself! Time 
bow swift Ir This world bow vain, how unsa- 
tisfytn^ l May the saliitary springs of this place 
lead me to recollect and to thirst more ardently 
fey t^t wWcb spring- 


t. Ai^ J«/y S.—We 

left Spa on Tbdiytdny after dinner, and came by 
.j%deli|htfnr road .tofVCTviers, a town, eleven 


Cdr a small river, the 

a.|e.;n»gd' el^hs. 
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town is situated in a valley; a. promenade made 
half way uj) on one side of a hill commands the 
place, and afTords an exquisite prospect. The 
town is before yon, overtopped by the green hills 
biehiod it ; h^twelin' the town ah^1lhe:lh#l . 
bfll are the gardiras of the in th# 

street, rttnni% down to the river; Over which 
bridges are thrown, that add much to the Whole 
effect. The number of inhabitants is about ten 
thousand. We saW a multitude of persons in 
the evening kneeling down on the outside of 
one of the church doors, uttering miserable Cries 
before the image of ar saint. We are now cOme 
to German servants, and find our French of lit- 
tle use to us. 


On Friday morning, at seven o'clock, we 
came to Aix, twenty-five miles; here we ehtdir 


the dominions of the King of Prussia. This city 
is associated with every thing grand in modern 
Europei The peace of 1748 sighed here; 


and at (he Hotel deViile if ad^'jhfimehhO picture 


oOcasion : 
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A tow^r of this baildii% was erected by the Ro- 
oians. The baths of hot sulphureous water, of 
tiie beat of one hundred and forty-three degrees 
of Fahrenheit, gave the name to the town, Aix, 
a cmrraptionfrom Aqos, Waters. Tbecathediral 




b«^ by ^bAtlebi^tie bl 804^ i 



i yet 
in 


ettnae wiiftr' 



Camh Magno. 



remarkable for its arcbi- 
teotiune'$ bat ardnnd; 4he sounding-board are 
we.pieaoh’Cii^^ Alas I 
the kiiet 4B, they now preach the Virgin Mary ; 
before admae ino^ge we saw, what may be seen 
every -day, a peraoo kneeling wilh^ uplifted 
IiiwidB in prhyw^ of thie dturch 

are enchased in kmiteiise/ shrines of silver gilf^ 


>f|C^; wi{h .pr^id^a^^^^^ A priest gravely 
fiitm'ed us a'haiFa^^ several pieces of the 
y(i^‘Wlthe diie sponge, .in which the 

of 
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with which St. Peter was martyred; an arm 
and some of the hair of John the Baptist ; a 
tooth of St. Thomas ; some bon^ of Simeon, 
&c. It was with the utmost difficulty I could 
keep my countenance. I asked, tte priest if 
all these; thingfs bf 


of faith^ a8*^.J^ flaftteF! ^ l^t. ' 
are pubUcly exhibited for fifteen days ouue 
in soveu yewrs. Al^t 4P,00() pey^u^: daily 
crowd to see theiiitdujd®,8.l^^ tit^#- 
more than 1 ^.»QOP. came eyery d^y/Tdr 

purpose^ Bow ; grp^ arp, the wuposifidds 'Of 

this co¥rupt;,.<dipreh 1 , May v^e. blessed Spirit 
of hgstep Jfche ehali xmce 

rapro4sliisepl3KOver its^ P^ as it did ofec.^ 
Fagan foesJ , 'iv.-- 

commands a fine.'eiewof ;d>i%ei*yv Allied^ 

Mpf^rchs Jiyeie ' h^6 ' • 
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yBars back ; and oul^^own beloved King the 
year before last. His affability and generosity 
won every heart. English newspapers are, I 
am told, prohibited throughout most of the 
Prussian states — we could find none. Every 
creature is brim-full of discontent; and much 
beyond the occasion, 1 should think. 


JBergheim, Saturday Evenings July 5. — We 
-have finished our journey for the week. We 
Aix this morning for Juliers, eighteen miles. 

the' > 

j^laf of^lcbitroh/ ^ 

4|b|»-' te^r itbe 

iresloier doe- 

trine dif Abatife^t|eri pe ert iriiiii # Toneo^^ 
routed to fbe- eliwrtwb, thMf waaid here be^ . 
1^ need of a BtdoriAitkm^ eleven ceatoriea after 
d^tb(5 eHUigeViea} tr^b which 

hhdfdim aouSi,-: 
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■ and scarcely a Protestant'. It is a sweet, calm 
place ; the hotel clean, people attentive, beds 
comfortable. Our host was a fine young man, 
one. of Bonaparte’s soldiers, and not at all dis- 
guising his hatred of the Prussian government. 
In the house opposite, the Royal Paniily of 
France received the news of the detention 
of Louis XVI. at Varennes, in 1792. Fare- 
well, for to-night. 


Momdaif Morning, July — Yesterday we 
bad our English service tnrice, nsnalrN 


sion^to ‘hpdifefef,; 

lently. A Piot^t^ sermi^ is- 4i^ 

lightfub.hc^. we. are .annhye^ a^ 
with P«i|^ dobtrittds on/.alI 

bamdsi filled witiC ^viperv 

stitions ; a processio'n of two hundr^ 
came e^jjseeir mU^, yi^sterday, to 
In honour of (be Virgin. Still 
the penile/ at Chofoh 

prayewbooke tin? 
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Thbii by, Boiiour always 

ot ^hrisfVbut adore not the image, 
Bui hi^ whom li riptemitsJ^ It is thus pre- 
ci^iy a he^h^D priest would have ei^cUsed 
tek idolatry. We inquire all we can as to the 
state of the people. The children in the Prus- 
sian states are forced to go to school ; all read 
and write; the men are husbandmen, and get 
six or seven francs a week, and their food ; 
the' women three francs. -The people are dis- 
contented. They conceive themselves degraded 
by being taken from France, a leading power 
in £urpi)e, and madb an appendage on Prus- 
sia, Their trade and wealth have sensibly di- 
ffliniBhed. 


. SQtm on the Rhine, Tneedu^yJy^ 9. — We 
left Bc|g^eiigS . yesterday at seven, ana came to 
^Ogne i)^ ten, fourteen miles-— for we never 

than 

ipenf seven ho^. in visiting' tU 

■'“ is -.*. ■ •.■'1 .■ • ‘ 

d euriooa . ^ 


Osi''.nt£-'a' 
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^flowing on with a gradually retarded stream, 
to Holland, more than seven hundred miles 
-I should rather say, rushing from the Orisons 
through the lakes of Constance. Cologne was 
a city built by the Romans, of whom many 
memorials remain. A large room in the old 
.Jesuits’ College is filled with Roman sarco- 
phagi, altars, bas-reliefs, and inscriptions founti 
ai the town and neighbourhood. The venerable 
Professor Walraf, after tifty-five years spent in 
tl.e collecjtiou of antiquities and specimens of 
ie ,uii' art>, still lives to enjoy his reputation. 
*0 i!u iiftielh aiiiii\ersary of his professorship 
•. iii' li '((Oil approaeliing- a feti* is to be 
•I! !)\ ill till' antliorities of the town. 

I eiiKiehes, eonvi'iils, &c. are luimerons : 
1. ox! iii'i, il is sail), to om- hundred and 
L Uivir, ill mnnli<r "Pile (!athedral is a 
1 iijit (.(h-ii> uiifuiisht (I edifn-e, which was two 
xiiod <i and lifty years in Imilding. Hem \v»' 
;• sii()vvn- can yon imagine il? — the lomli 
, iiif (iint wise men who visited our Lord. 

\ io.dK M,' ’ Phi' front of the tomb in which 
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their pretended sculls are placed, is of gold/ 
enriched with oriental topaz. Their names, 
Ctispar, Melchior, Balthasar, are fixed beneath 
in letters of rubies, their bodies are enshrined 
ill massy silver gilt, adorned with precious 
stones. Yet three centuries back this city was '' 
all but Protestant. The Archbishop, Herman 
Count de Wied, had actually espoused the 
Reformation. But the popish party prevailed ; 
the pious Archbishop was deprived of his sec, 
and the dawning light was smothered or extin- 
guished. What guilt is incurred hy those who 
trifle away the “time of their vi.sitution I"* 

We visited the church wher<“ Hnliens \^a^ 
baptized, and that where St. Ursula and liei 
eleven thousand Virgins were interred.t 'I’lii 

*1 can refer now with great plcasui:. to th“ niu r ini/; 
details on this subject in the Rev. J. Scott's able (.‘oiiiniuuiioi* 
of Milner’s Church History, 1826. 

t The hugest fraud of this kind (as to rthcb) thati^vt r wnt. 
practised, was when the contents of a whole cemetery were 
brought forth as the bones of eleven thousand British virgins. 
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^town is strongly fortified, has fifty thousand 
souls, and one thousand three hundred Pro- 
testants ; amongst whom, 1 am told, there are 
many most excellent and spiritiially-rainded 
persons. The city is annexed to Prussia. We 
> noticed a most magnificent organ in one of the 
churches — the gallery composed entirely of 
marble, with statues of the Apostles and Pa- 
triarchs in the front of it — the whole supported 
by marble pillars, and tilling up an entire 
corner of the church. It is splendid beyond 
conception. 


Remagcn tm ihe Rhine, Tuesday Evening, 
--W e have had a most* charming day. At 
Txam, I eminired after a Lutheran clergyman 
with whom 1 had made some acquaintance in 

.;il 1/01111(1 from Cornwall, to be married in Armorica, carried 
by up the Uhine to the city of Cologne, and there 

titarlvK <1 by an army of Muns under Attila. Even this legend 
ohtniiu.'d (Tt'dit; all parts of Cliristendom were eager to 
;ti (juirt* a portion of the relics, and at this day a church may 
1 m soin at Cologne, literally lined with the bones/' — 
I M i;y’s Book of tlic Church, vol. i. p. 293. 
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England, a most pious and sensible man. 
The person whom I addressed, immediately 
said he knew him, and that he had just sent 
around his letter to aniioimee his approaching 
marriage — for I found that it is the custom of 
all respectable persons here to write circular 
notes to their friends, to inform them of the 
day of their intended marriage — in Enghuid 
we rather conceal such an intention. I soon 
met with my friend, and he conducted us ovei 
the University of Bonn, foundetl, in 1810 , ’>> 
the King ofPru.s.sia — live huiulred and tuauf - 
students, half Prote.stant and Imif t.'atliolic 
eighteen profe.ssors — library, af’ty-tive iliou.. : ' 
volumes. — ^'fhe College, a I'oniu r ya!;-,! -.- t>\ • 

Elector of Cologn(“, ofitnaiense ( .vieus. 'I':, , 
is said to be a considcrald' revival o* j '. 
among Catholics and Pi■ote.'vtaHl^ ini! 
estimate of real Christianity li.si ,s, iU' vic.d 
are better apprcciatc<l, and circo: . i n. i ) 
vehemently insisted on. '^riHac i> m , i i., 
Bible Society ; and in coiix.ajurtic Ua c. u ! 
of spiritual religion, as w*|l a.s 
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is understood. The leading Gath<di<}saiti 
sible men, and their churches hefh ai^ almost 
entirely free from altars and images. 

Still Popery in itself is the same; and as 
soon as a Catholic priest preaches the Gospel 
purely, he is, somehow or other, removed or 
banished by his supe'riors : though he cannot 
be further persecuted, as the King is a Pro* 
testant. 1 hear that one priest in Alsace has 
been the means of converting forty families in 
his parish. The Kings of^ Prussia and the 
Netherlands are Protestants. This is a great 
point, and is working considerable good, and 
would work more, if Protestant princes under* 
stood better the grepi principles' pf iW' re- 
formed faith, ‘and felt more deeply the oliliga- 
tionof aclli^ upon them. 'i£t the period:ol the 
Information, rdigioif actuated the ccmiMl of 
KtngSi and entered theiponc|^|Mii«m6^ 
and mipii^e bf sfpte todk iat^.Ssdpi^l‘ l^^r 
responsibility im'God tbr the '^at^^i^^pure 
faith oltlP||iH$t clommitthd ^'lll^il'cire. 
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Our drive from Bonn to this place, Retna- 
gen, by the banks of the Rhine, was exquisite ; 
words can give you no idea of it. A 6ne river, 
five or six^ hundred feet .broad, with continual 

cm «aeii side 

vi^^pen, vilb beaiiti^ epires; vineyards/ 
eragiBi. corn-fields, interspersed: the scenery 
DOW rising with magnificence, now sinking 
into softer jbeanty ; distant mountains boond- 
intt the prospect; nothing can be conceived 
more splendid and lovely. We alighted at 
Mehlem, and crossed the Rhine at Kmnigs- 
winter, to ascend the lofty mountain of Dra- 
chensfels, one thousand eight hundred feet 
above the level of the river, and com- 
manding an astouisbing view. A monument 
is . here . erected in remembrance of the 

t 

passsge' of the Ehioe by tbe German troops 
near tins place in lbl4. As soon as the 
guide reached ti^ summit, he exclaimed, 

“ jPHory to God in the highest” — Gloria Deo 
in egcileis — a, pleasing remnant of aocieot 
!#?* 
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As I walked down the hill, 1 asked our 
guide if he had a Bible. He told ide he had, 
and that he read it constantly. — I asked him a 
few questions about the Old and Tersta- 
ment history; when I discovei^d that his Bible 
was a pamphlet of )8 or Id pages, drawn li^ 
by the priests. He had no idea that there 
was any book such as we mean by the Bible — 
so sad is the ignorance of these poor people. 
The corn harvest is b^un. The vintage is not 
till the middle of October. Every thing here 
depends on the vine : the landlords let por- 
tions of land to tenants for half the crop of 
grapes of each year; the punishment for eating 
any grapes is five francs* the first offence, and 
four days’ imprisonment the second. ► The 
wine IS thirteen pence the bottle. During the 
brief time of the vintage, the people employed 
eat as many grapes as they like. 


CobUntz, Jvly 10, Wednesday .- — We have 
just arrived at this town, which, from its im- 
mense fortifications, seems to be the key of 


VOL. 1. 


E 
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Gei^any. We left Remagen at nine this 
mornitig, anil dined at Andcriiach. near wliich 
place it is thought that Julins C’a;sar crossed 
the Rhine. The dinners here annoy us; no- 
thing is simple and plain ; hashes, stews, oils, 
dirt. Andernach is a curious town — very old' 
— full of remains of Roman anliipiity — a gati- 
built by Augustus. But it is the road along 
the Rhine which is most interesting; for ten 
or twelve miles the diversified scones, and 
beauty of the views, exceeded all tlie concc{)- 
tions which I had previously formetl : vine- 
iQOtfntaios, every thing that can 
ebchttfit tbe eye, and fill it with gratitude to 
the: Author of every blessing. Here we intend 
slef^Dg. We are four hundred and forty 
miles Iroai Calais, and ail well, and surrounded 
with tire gobdmras and mercy of God ! 

We bare ffow-'smooth roads, w ithout pav6, 
and the weather is charming. Cobleulz is 
beaniifuUy situated on the confluence of the 
1^fi6 .'and the Moselle. A bridge of houts 
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crosses the »lhiiic. The view on each side is 
exquisite. The river fldws with a strong cur- 
11 n(, aiu! is i sliould think, about one thou- 
sand feet wi le at this part. We heresaw some 
of those tiinl or tloafs, for which the Uhine is so 
celebrated. When the various smaller floats 
are united, they form an immense raft, about 
i 000 feet long, and 90 broad, which is managed 
and piloted in its course by 400 men, and 
when sold in Holland produces about 10,000/. 
sterling. I'he vast pieces of timber are firmly 
joined to each other, and temporary ivooden 
houses are built on them for the accommoda- 
tion of the men. We hope to be at .Franipk- 
fort on Saturday, and at Baele : sometime 
about Tuesday week, July 22. 

1 am yours, 

D.W. 

I’.S. After dinner, as we were sitting in a 
cafe here in Cob]ent| reading the jpurnals, a 

e2 
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geotlemanly'lookiDg mao, seeing us to be 
strangers, addressed us. He began by asking 
me some common questions ; but soon turned 
the conversation, to politics, and inveighed 
ivarmly against the existing Prussian govern- 
ment, and the want of freedom amongst the 
continental nations. He went on to extol tiic 
liberty and riches of England. His manner 
surprised me; and having heard that spies 
were often employed to induce strangers to 
disclose their sentiments, 1 was very reserved. 
Upon this he plainly asked me what J thought 

about the Holy Alliance, and the invasion of 
♦ 

Spain by the French. I replied, that 1 was a 
minister of religion : that my information was 
far too slight to enable me to give a correct 
opinion ; that as a stranger 1 took no part in 
the politics of the countries through which 1 
travelled ; but cultivated a spirit of good-wili 
towards all natious. He was evidently cha- 
grined, and rudely turned away from me. I 
thus escaped, as 1 imagine, the surveillance of 
the;' police, or perhaps, a summary order to 
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leave the country. Sir Henry Wotton riecora- 
inended our great poet, Milton, when about to 
travel on the Continent in 1638, “ to keep his 
thoughts close and bis countenance open” — 
advice not inappropriate after a lapse of nearly 
two centuries. 
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Sl. Goar, July 11. — Carlsruh, July 19> 1823. 


Scei^i^ of ^ine — Ebrenbreitstein — French Monument 
’ Campaign in Rit^ — Discontent — Hiitzenach— 
Jew — ^ Bingen —Vineyard — Weisbaden —Violation of 
Sabbath — Mentz — Franckfort — English Newspapers 
— Conversion of Priest — Gbthe — Revival of Religion 

— Darmstadt — Leander Van Ess — Oppenheim 
Storks'-nests — Heidelberg — Martin l>Utljer — Professor 

— Castle— Maitheim — Flying Bridge — Schwetisiiigtii 
-rCarlsrub — Floods. 


St. Goar, on the west bank of the Rhine, 4{>0 miles 
from Calais, Friday, June 11, IHS:;, 

We* are are now, my dear Sister, in 
the vieiiy heart of the most beautiful part of 
th^ J^ine. From Bonn to Mentz, pinety- 
seveni milcsi^e route is by the side of this 
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majestic flood. Magnificence and beauty are 
united in tin highest imaginable degree. The 
lofliest rod s, craggy, crowned with ancient 
and dil:ipidi.‘cd towers, rise before you, so as 
sometimes to darken the scene, and are then 
joined and softened by a perpetual garden, 
llic profusion of vegetation all around, espe- 
cially the luxuriant vines, carried up every 
chink and crevice where the ,8un can reach ; 
the beauty and freshness now shed over them, 
together with their fragrant smell as they are 
flowering, compose a scene quite inconceiv- 
able to those who have uot witnessed it. 
HundredvS of small villages also, with spires 
towering above them, and perhaps an 
fortification and gates, or a ruined chMeau, 
.irc' sciUtcrci,! on the banks on each side, 
whilst the (wer-flowiug Uhine, deep and rich, 
expands itself into a lake, or presses on be- 
fw< en abrupt rocks, or embraces, every now 
.md then, an island filled with frult'treestand 
.vines;— conceive of all this, «ani$.^]^p .will 
allow me, without blame, be>a litUa^nthu- 
.siastic. The ijob|e road. Jbe Fr^J?ch 
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havel raised by the margin of the stream, and 
’ without pav6, increases t|ie pleasure of this 
part of our jourtoey. 1 think I never felt such 
warui emotions of gratitude to the Almighty 
Giver of ail good, as since I have been passing 
through this scene of wonders. 

The spot where we now are (St. Goar), for 
example, is enclosed on all hands by the most 
vs^riegat^ monntain scenery. The Ruins of 
^are abora the town ; at onr feet 
is the Rhine; on the opposite -shore is Goar- 
hausite, orowned with a Roman fortification. 
The sun is shedding its glories on all sides, 
wliiisi the broken rocks and valleys receive or 
reject his rays, and create the most grateful 
alternations of light and shade. Last night 
we bind it bout, and ascended the river to 
witness the setting sun, and observe the two 
^aborea tn unbrokm InKuriance. Every reach 
Itbsns in fact a superb lake : we passed froth 
comparing the different beau- , 
to u. »ith 

iad^ed; and 
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the .last rays of the orb of day tinging the 
mountain toj)S, and throwing a glow over the 
waters, conijdeted, so to speak, the picture. 

But I must, absolutely, tear myself from 
this topic to tell you, that at Coblentz we as- 
cended tlie iieights of Ehrenbreitstein, an im- 
pregnable fortress, commanding a prospect 
beyond measure extensive. The point of 
greatest beauty was the junction <Kf the Rhine 
>Dd the Moselle. The Moselle, with.it«.de« 
red stream, meets the yellow .waters of .the 
Rhine; and the combat between the two is 
most surprising. They do not mix. At the 
mouth of the Moselle, the division of the 
two waters' is so strongly marked, that yon 
would think a dam had been interposed ; but 
the Rhine forms, with its latter current, an 
overpowering barrier against its weaker neigh;- 
hour, whose waters creep along the shore till 
they are gradually lost in their comrse. We 
visited only one church at C^b)eBi^<,St.* Cas- 
tor— for the beauties anil^iiiiii^'j^ of 
the divine works in C]|»4Vt«^'g8ve us no 
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gr^ taste for the superstitions of a church 
which has been employed so many hundred 
years in deforming the greatest of all the 
works of God, redemption. 

A noble fountain, however, attracted our 
attnntioat it wa» built by the French in 1812, 
iiif idl2i Mmortibh 

j^f 0 mi^ik‘Ceatpagne eottlre Us Jlusaa.’* — Beneath 
tblE, thu Hnssians, in 1814, added these words: 
** Sotts le prefecture de Jules Doazan, vu el 
appr&wok peer nous^ Cemmandant Rime de la 
v&Ie di CobUntif lei Jantuery, 1814." A luix- 
tnre df great good and great evil scenic to 
have followed the rule of France for twenty- 
three yeare over the Pays Bas, and the couu- 
tiKes ton the 'Rhine. The convents arc abo- 
lished; 4^6 PrdtOsfonts have churches; ih< 
cities and roadS'are improved and beautified ; 
^eduoatibn is promoted; knowledge and ttuth 
hkve eptrapee; PoporyhSs received a deadly 
'aoaiime^^ sift, industry, property, arc 
htvd t^nitdtphed. But^ what a painful 
iuiilstice. ^rnin. infido- 



LETTER IV. 


HIRTZENACH. 


39 


iity, vice, mast be drawn up on the contrary 
side! On the whole, it must be admitted, 
that the population is still favourable to the 
French, and would wish to return to them as 
masters. I'lic memory of Bonaparte is' too 
much cherished, loved, adored every where. 
May God, the Sovereign Ruler and Saviour 
of mankind, educe good from ’the confosicw 
and tumult of human fbtassiond and convicts 1 
The peaceful Gospel of Christ is the only re- 
medy for a distracted sinful world. 

At Ilirtzenach, a village near St. Goar, we 
halted at a small inn, where the master “was 
a .lew, who refused to give os plates and 
knives, kte. because we were Christians; and 
looked anxiouslv into our tin boxes, to see 
what food we had with us. The firist article- 
was part of a ham. > However, ' with uUtto 
I'ouutuble inconsistency, he went to a Ueigh- 
lioiinng house, fetched alt we wanted, and 
placed them before us. t read to him from 
his llchrew bible’some prophecieS'd# the Mes- 
siah, which' he- seemed'’'»ery<i||4tte'tb Underi' 
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simI still less to take any interest in. 
'Mmtt Atgirt <Mir sapper here (St. Goar) was 
^***®***^|, '^wp» tomething worse than 

neit. Med veal; then chicken, 
•Istfed with hredd,phdding, and accompanied 
with ehtfry mi^' an^ salad ; then cold sal- 


iHtxtt rcMuBt nratlon; 
IlMtifC ' We'ate now in 
doootrf. The finest 
Kdte ezaedy thirteen pence 
sona)*^ ^tle; and for large 
iMrttles, twenty pence (forty* sous). 



Singen, Friday Evening, July II. — 'We 
have now quitted Prussian Germany, and en- 
tered the Grand Duchy of Hesse Darmstadt. 
We are four hundred and seventy-seven miles 
from Calais. We spent this morning in taking 
a second excursion on the Rhine, at St. Goar, 
for three hours, where new beauties continu 
ally pr^ented themselves. At half-past twelve 
we ‘dined at the Table d’H6te, and at tno 
cams on seventeen miles to this town, Bingen, 
of four thoustlaid souls. It stands on the con- 
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fluence of tlie Rhine and the Nahe, The 
waters of tlio Rhine, being, here confined by 
slinlving rocks, form a narrow strait. • The 
road to it was actually one garden for sweet- 
ness, whilst its rude, magnificent scenery sus- 
tained an awful grandeur all around. We 
arrived at six, and have been taking, for the 
first tin^e, a walk in a vineyard; it jtielongs to 
a gentleman of Bingen, and covers about five 
acres, on a lovely hill, commanding beautiful 
views of the Nahe and the Rhine ; and on the 
summit presenting the ruins of a Roman 
castle. These five acres yield nearly seven 
pipes of wine, of one thousand two hundred 
bottles each, selling in retail at about thirteen 
pence the bottle. As we returned to our 
inn, at half-past eight, we stepped into the 
church, the religious gloom of which, just as 
the evening was coming on, was inimitably fine. 
Adieu, 

IV cishaden, in the Jbuchy ^ 

July 13, 1823. — This is our fourth Sunday 
since we l^ft London, |^i^d tp have- 

reached Franckfort yesterday, but the horses 
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could take us no farther thau this German 
watering-jdace, so celebrated for its hot baths. 
We have had our private servic(* twice, but 
could find only Gasman Protestants for public 
worship. We4(|!!a iu the dominions $ 
Protestant prinob; but what a state of things 
for a Sunday ! The shops all open-— a ball at 
our inu this evening — music at dinner~public 
places crowded, — the whole village in disorder 
—not an appearance of devotion ! This, blot- 
ting out, as it were, of the Sabbath from the 
days of the week, is quite frightful — it is like 
the blotting out of the covenant of mercy be- 
tween God and man. 1 have hitherto had 
chiefly to tell you of Catholic superstitions- 
but, alas! the name of Protestantism, what i' 
it? .All is here as bad, or worse than in I'o- 
pish towns, with a criminality infinitely decp< i 
1 speak of the impr^sion made on a lra\c )h r. 
Doubtless there are many servants t)!' (iod 
who are keepii^ holy the .sacred day in the 

rotiremeiit uf 'their families. But Gaud, .Na- 
# . 

m«dp,‘aud Berghetm — Catholic towns— had a 
far more devout aspect than Protestant Weis- 
baden. 
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Mondaij, July 14. — At Mentis, where we 
spent some hours on Saturday, we observed a 
visible decay in the cathedral ; it was nearly 
burnt down in the revolution, ahd<^%he richips 
pliindertid ; the marks of th^botubS' are ’>^1.;' 
aji^arent on many parts. tMdeed, generdtly 
we remark, that Popery, though still* foiinid’- 
able in so many respects, ‘is on the decline 
where the French have ruled, as to its power, 
wealth, tyranny, and influence. The Arch- 
bishopric of Mentz was suppressed in 1802. 
It is still a Bishop’s see ; but has long been 
vacant. Perhaps all is preparing for the re- 
vival and prevalence of pure Christianity once 
more. The city of Mentz is a fine one, with 
astonishing fortifications; but Uie churches 
were much injured during the war, -and the 
marks of the shells thrown into it at the siege, 
remain. We were in the same room at the 
I’iiree Crowns, as the Duke of Wellington 
and all our Prince? occujMed, in passing 
through the town. It has'iAhifty thousitod 
inhabitants, and a fine bri^e of boats over 
the Tlhinc. 
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I, should have told you that we were much 
annoyed at Weisbaden with a loquacious, 
forward young man, who happened to sit 
near os at the Table d’Hote. His olBcious- 
ness quite perplexed us. We had the utmost 
difficulty to elude his prying questions. He 
talked too much to be a spy ; but his pertina- 
dous .recommendation of an inn at Franckfort 
Ibf^trMild .Ins secret He must have been a 
loan sent round to the watering-places to col- 
lect guests for particular hotels. Really one 
cannot be too much on one’s guard abroad. 

Franckfort on the MainCy 522 miUs from 
CaCoMy Monday Evening . — We arrived here 
to-day at one o’clock. Many things concur to 
render this one of the most interesting places 
we have visited. It is a free city, witli its 
own domain*' bufigotnaster, senate, and laws, 
— ^fifty thousand’ souls — perhaps the first com- 
^meri^al city in — fine wide streets 

.la^j^nd noble private and public buildings all 
abouf>*^very appiissrBnce of wealth and acti- 
vity. We bad here die pl^ure of meeting, 
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for the first time since we left home, with Eng- 
lish papers, a sure indicatioir of a free state. 
Indeed, evciy thing breathes that spirit of 
liberty, that cheerfulness, and that prosperity, 
which make this town one of the most noble 
spots on the Continent. French, Swiss, Ita- 
lians, Turks, English, all assemble in it for 
the purposes of commerce. It is a Protestant 
city ; at least three-fourths of the inhabitants 
are Protestants. An entire equality is afford- 
ed to all the different confessions of Chris- 
tians. It has seven thousand Jews, and many 
of them very opulent. The French Protes- 
tant Minister is a delightful man — pious, dis- 
creet, amiable, well informed. He has been 
with us several hours this afternoon. The po- 
lice is excellently managed. Vice and wic- 
kedness are discountenanced. The public 
places of amusement are few, and no suspi- 
cious females permitted to ffequent them. 
What a contrast does this last point form 
with the disgusting indecency of our London 
theatres ! There is here a i^ible Society, and 
a Jews’ Conversion Society., 
vor.. 1. p 
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lo the public Library is a copy of the eili- 
tiou of the Latin Vulgate Bible, priuted iipun 
vellum in 1462, by Fust and Schoiffher at 
Mentz. It is the first edition of the Bible 
with a printed date, and is an extraordinary 
effort of the art in its earliest day. The first 
Bible. iodee4 <Bver lurioted, 'was begun at 
|l|eatz Hl,]l4fi0i and |»i»blisbe4 in 1455 or 1456. 
I^is called the iUbsofine Bibk,' from having 
been in the Library of the t^lebrated Cardinal 
of that name ; and is not only the first edition 
of the sacred text in any language, but the 
very first book printed with metal types. The 
beauty and r^ularity of the press- work arc 
highly extolled by Mr. Dibdin, who sjieakn 
of it as a master-piece of skill. 1 cannot 
but dwell with delight on the first successes 
of the noble invention of printing, in circu- 
lating the Bible, and thus paving the way for 
the Beibnnidioo in the following century. 

There are no foreigu troops at Frankfort. 
I'Sliouid tell you, that at Mentz there are 
seven thousand troops, half Prussian and 
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half Austrian; whilst the Duke of Hesse 
Darmstadt, to whom the town belongs, has 
only one hundred men to keep the pojice. 
1 learnt here some particulars of the conver- 
sion of the Catholic priest whom I mentioned 
in my last letter.* He lived near Pforzheim, 
and bectvne impressed with the truths of real 
Christianity by" reading the ' SU^ptUres. He 
then began to “ preach Christ crucified/ The 
lord of the village and forty-four fiimilies, con- 
taining between two hundred and three hun- 
dred souls, were gradually awakened by God’s 
mercy. The priest was summoned before bis 
superiors for preaching against the Popish 
ceremonies. At length he and all his fiock 
publicly renounced the church of Rome. The 
Dukt' of Baden heard of him, and went to one 
of his sermons. He was so much affected, that 
he declared he bad seldom heard so edifying a 
<lisconr.se. He invited the priest to -Carlsroh. 
'rhcTc is another priest, I am told, dear Valen- 
4 ienues, who has followed the sMhe 

Page 48, supra. 

V 2 
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May -God moltiply the number, and a second 
reformation will soon begin. 

OppdkJmm, between Darmstadt and Heidel- 
berg, .Wednesday' ' Evening, July 16. — I had 
much conversation with my friend the French 
minister, before we left Franckfort this morn- 
ing. I was also introduced to' one of the sena- 
tors, an excellent man, president of the Bible 
Society. A human philosophy applied rashly 
. and presumptuously to religion, is the poison 
of German divinity among the Protestants ; — 
endless re&nements, imaginations, corruptions 
of the faith, tending to scepticism or atheism. 
Things are mending, but it is incredible what 
daring impieties are currently received. The 
first genius of their country, Gdtlie, a native 
of Franckfort, is an absolute idolater of what 
he calls U heaki in Christianity, in Mahomrac* 
dtinism,' in Infidelity, in every thing. Thus 
unbeUef stands- more fotally opposed to the 
fidth <tfv Cfa?ist 'tlian dven superstition. The 
cahimities, however, of the late long war have 
been the.nteails checkii^ this incursion of 
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infidel principles, and of bringing .mea back 
to that pure doctrine of the Gospel which only 
can give peace and consolation. It is a re- 
markable fact, that such has been the decay 
of all Scriptural truth amongst the Protest- 
ants, that many of the Roman Catholics have 
surpassed them in real piety. The light has 
shone brightest in the Catholic parishes. Those 
who were concerned for their souls, and 
panted for the doctrine of pardon, found some 
relief at least, in the discourses of the priests. 
So true is it that superstition, bad as it is, 
may consist with the life of God in the heart, 
but that a proud infidel philosophy cannot. 
The one overloads and encumbers the founda- 
tion ; the other digs it up, and destroys it 
altogether. 

But to return to my narrative. We ar- 
rived safely at Darmstadt, the capital of the 
grand duchy of that name, at twelve to-day. 

I hastened to the house of Leander Van jR«s, 
with whom 1 had been soihetinie iu corres- 
poudence iu lingland ; ^ hathati^left the town 
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in the roorniog early> to go to Cologne, and 
v^ould not return for a week ! A greater dis- 
appointment I scarcely ever felt. 1 saw, diow- 
ever, the study of this excellent man ; I sat 
in his chair; 1 visited his collection of Bibles; 
I conversed with his secretary. Leander Van 
Ess was fifty-one the eighteenth of last month. 
He has left the University of Marburg, where 
he was profersor, and lives now under the Pro- 
testant Grand Duke of Hesse Darmstadt. He 
has had a spitting of blood for four years, 
which prevents his preaching; but he gives him- 
self up to the propagation of the Gospel, though 
he remains a Catholic priest. He has printed 
fourteen editions of his New Testament; each 
of an immense number of copies. He has cir 
• c\xla.ted altogether four hundred and ninety- 
four thousand eight hundred and sixty. No 
funds bat those of an institution like the noble 
British and Foreign Bible Society, conld have 
supported the expense of printing such an in- 
cr^ible number: and. the liberality and wis- 
dom with which that Society assists in pub- 
lishing tl^tholio traftshitions the Scriptures. 



LBTtEB It. LEANDSR VAN ESS. 


71 


cannot be too bigbly* praised. Versions by 
far inferior were the chief means of effecting 
the glorious Reformation. I do not speak of 
the Apocryphal books^ because the reading of 
them is admitted to be useAil by Protestants. 
The desire for the Scriptures among the Ca- 
tholics at the present time, priests as well as 
laity, is greater and greater. Sometimes Van 
Ess circulates seven thousand in a single 
month. Lately, a priest in one parish sent for 
two thousand New Testaments — the parish is 
in the Schwarzwald, or Black Forest. 

The secretary presented me with his pic- 
ture, and a copy of his New Testament. 
What a blessing is such a person! what cannot 
the grace of God do in the most corrupt 
church! how charitable should we be in oar 
jndgmetit of individuals! This admirable man, 
though lie calls himself a Catholic, has almost 
the spirit of a Reformer. He dw^s on no- 
thing but the grekt and necets^ary doctrifien of 
iJlwistianity., It ii impos$ibkto read his cor- 
respondence vrHhnnl strength and 
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of jadgmenj^ aa..^ independence of 
|Hl|Bipiple, a love of itnitbr supeilority to the 
;]^;^]adice8 of e^ca<w 9 ,.a z^in the difiiisijni ' 
of the Gofifiely.a diei^ard. of personal, anffoet 
ipgs, a hardy appeal to the first Fathera of 
the Church, and. a readiness to act with Pro- 
testant societies, which are quite surprising. 
Above all, there is a firmness and undaunted- 
ness in all he does, which reminds ns at times 
of Mattin Luther. Let us pray that many, 
many such Catholic professors may be raised 
up in every part of the Continent — and “ the 
traditions of men” will fall of themselves. 

1 can hardly persuade myself to turn from 
this subject to say, that Darmstadt is a flou- 
rishing town ; with all the marks of that ac- 
tivity and prosperity which, as. at Franckfort, 
distinguishes a^ free from an oppressed popn- 
• ^ion. * We came o® to Oppenheitn, twenty 
miles .(five hundred and sixty from Calais), 
this aflemoon. The village is obscure, though 
popttloas. The country is pleasing. The pea- 
sants ,arp withqnt shoes and,.8tockings. The 
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men wear large hats like onr English Digni- 
taries — what call shov^-hal»|i^..awocia*> 
tion in our • minds is 

the storks’«<ne8ts are most curiorn^ ^SS 
enormous birds are in almost every villi^^ 
they build on the steeples of churches, or the 
top of a chimney, with a large nest like a 
basket, stretching over on all sides. They 
are never disturbed, much less killed. They 
are superstitiously reverenced. The people 
think the house will never be burnt where a 
stork builds. The stork feeds ou insects, 
frogs, mice, &c. and never injures the corn. 
To see these enormous birds, half as tall as a 
man, strutting about on the top of a house, as 
]f on stilts, is very strange to us. 

Heidelberg, in the Grtind Duchp of Baden, 
frtday Morning, Jedy 18. — We arrived here 
yesterday, at eleven o’clock. The town is 
beautifully situated on the Neokar, fifteen 
miles from Oppenheim* The chief attraction 
is the ancient electoral oastle, which Louis 
XJV. laid in ritius at the clotie of the seven- 
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teeath century, in bis Rmbitious war against 
the PalatinRte. T}m remaining walls were 
iftttch injared 'by lightning' sixty years ’back. 

t f A*' ‘ 

It is still jieriiaps the most magnificient min Ih 
Geima'ny. The keep and ontward wall of the 
platform me entire; and a beeutifnl semicir^ 
oular walk runs throngh a plantation adjoin* 
ing. It is situated on the side of a fine moun* 
tain, the base and summit of which are orna- 
mented with hanging woods. Before it, the 
Neckar, the bridge, the town, the adjoining 
bill covered with vines, the distant Bh/ne, and 
the Yosges Mountains, are stretched as in 
perspective. The extreme steepness of the 
mountain on which it stands, allows of those 
sudden turns of scenery in the gardens and 
pleasure-grounds surrounding the castle, of 
which nothing else can admit. In short, the 
whole thing is the noblest of the kind we ever 
saw; we spent five hours in admiring it. 

A venerable Protessor of the University 
conducted us; but the difficulty of finding a 
oot)imoti4angmige<wasextt^tne# We attemi»ted 
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a mixture of French, English, and Latin; 
but at last Latin was our only language. It 
would have amused you to $ee my * coli^ 
4Mend and myself brushing up onrlild Lititi, 
aiid adapting our pronunciation as well as we 
could to the German — and this, after dinner-^ 
overcome with heat — ^and mounting up a tre^ 
mendous hill. The sentiments of the Pro- 
fessor were evangelical, and his temper and 
spirit most charitable. It was delightful to 
converse with a man so well instructed in the 
great truths of salvation. 1 called on him at 
his own house in the evening. He was very 
diligent in inquiring after the real state of 
spiritual religion in England. I see plainly 
that iny beloved country is looked up to as the 
glory of the lleformation, and the hope of the 
nations of the Continent. The University is 
op(?n to Catholics and Protestants — six hun- 
dred and fifty members. It -is the oldest 
I nivcrsity in Germany, having been founded 
in 13B2. -The valuable library which had 
been presented to the Pope, when the town 
was taken by the Bavarians in. 1622, and de^ 
posited in the Vatican, was restored in 1815. 



76 


MANUKlWt. 


'•%eTTI£B.iV. 


.iZItar Grand Puke is« a jPratestant; and 
Ubertj of worship is enjoyed* There is herai a 
Bible Society; and religion seems, on the 
whole, .doarishiag.. 

It was in this place that Melanctbon b^an 
liis studies; that Ijather came on foot from 
Worms, and disputed with the Augustins, in 
1518; and that the famous Heidelberg Cate- 
chism was afterwards published. 1 speak of 
this Catechism with a peculiar pleasure, be- 
cause it has been familiar to me from ear!} 
youth. It was reprinted about twenty jears 
back by the University of Oxford in the Syl- 
loge Gonfessionum. I confess my mind ImgeiN 
on these continental towns, where the noble 
army of Reformers laid the foundation of ail 
the religions blessings which we now enjoy. 

Mmheim,' Friday, July 1«. - This i.s a 
beautiful citj^, first founded in lOOC, as a 
r^uge for the persecuted Protestants of the 
Netfterlaiids. It was entirely destroyed by 
Lduis XiV. in 168&; so that the p/cseut city 
is a new one, of twenty thousand souls, half 
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Prote^tanfii ahd hElf CE^lics; streets are 
- regularly laid out iu one hundred and twelve 
squares. It is situated on tlie confidence of 
the Rhine and the Neckar, and is considered 
the finest town in 'Germany. The old palace 
of the Grand Duke of Baden is very spacious, 
but dilapidated: it is something like our 
palace at Hampton Court. One of the most 
curious things at Manbeim is the dying bridge 
across the Rhine. It is difficult to give a 
clear idea of it. But it seems formed of six 
or seven boats fastened together at such a 
distance from each other, as to extend in a 
slanting direction over half of the river. The 
extreme boat at one end of this series is fixed* 
firm iu the middle of the river by an anchor : 
the extreme boat at the other end reaches the 
shore, and is fastened to it. ‘ When any one- 
wishes to cross the river, he enters this last 
boat, which is then loosened and carried by 
the stream to the opposite shore; the fixed 
boat preserving it from being carried down the 
current. The direction which the flying bridge 
takes, is like that of the pendulum of a docket 
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We slept last iiiglit at Schwetzingen, cele- 
brated for a pleasure garden of the Duke of 
Baden, of one hundred JUid eighty acres, laid 
out in the French and' Fc^lish manner. Ths 
most sumptuous building in it was a Mosque, 
resembling that at Mecca, the walls of which 
have inscriptions the Koran, with trans- 
lations in German ; the whole must have cost 
an immense sum. Notwithstanding this mag- 
nificence, the approach from the village is shab- 
by, from the utter neglect of cleanliness in the 
court of the Chateau itself, by which you enter ; 
grass grows on the pavements, and the Cha- 
teau is much dilapidated. Indeed, an un- 
seemly union of finery and untidiness marks 
many of these foreign palaces. The palace at 
Manheim is larger than any English one,' but 
almost in ruins from inattention : Kings and 
Dukes aim here at more than they can sup- 
port. The real dignity of a Prince is the 
prosperity of his subjects. A free state, where 
education and morals are duly cultivated, and 
the pure Gospel of Christ is preached, needs no 
gaudy and half-finished trappings to adorn it. 



l.l'.l I l'.k !V. 


1 AKLSRUIl. 


7 !) 


Carlsnih, Unturflay, July 19. — Wc arrived 
here to-clay, after a journey of thirty-one miles. 
We are now 024 from Calais. This is a beautiful 
town, which has sprung op about the ducal 
palace of Baden, around which all the streets 
unite like rays of the sun. The weather is fine, 
and soinetiincs rather cold; the roads generall) 
<“.\cel!('nt ; the inns vary in accommodations 
'Flic (lil t, rs strange to us, and unfavourable to 
healih ; the bread often sour, and the meat 
iHilidi'i-enf . lint still, we are all well; andean 
’AO Ilf matolul enough to the divim? hand which 
"'iistaiu’^ iis continually and scatters .so many 
(do.'sings upon our path ! During a foreign tour, 
t .<■ roooUec.Mons of what we owe to our hca- 
dailv. an* much more livclv' and 
i < ii'ig liian they are at home. We perceive 
< < o!is(ant care in tin' in'w and untried 

■ ■ tic.-om^h which we pa.s.s. The reflections 
iiiclt arc suggested by the comparison 
■ j! mstif efions and habits in JBnglaud 
of other countries, would touch 
;>i .i! ts cvi'i) more than they do, if we were 
ji.tJi r !li(‘ toachiug and grace of the Holy 
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Spirit. A Saturday Evening abroad brings a 
crowd of thoughts into the mind — but I must 
conclude*. 

Your aflectionate 

D. W. 


* I cannot* but add here an expression of regret upon a 
subject alluded to in the above letter. 'fhe Apocryphal 
question, by the heat and irritation attendant upon it, ha.s 
gone further to chill the spirit of unity and love at home, and 
the i:eal and success of such distinguished individuals as 
Leander Van Ess abroad, than any thing that has occurrui 
during the last .‘^0 years. Thank God, the public mind is re- 
turning to a sounder state on a point, which, considering tlie 
avowed non-inspiration of the Apocryphal Books, on tlie p;u t 
of the Protestant bodies, and the implied admissionof the 
fact by the Roman Catholic writers of all clri.ssi s, ha^ h- c :s ( \ 
aggerated beyond all reasonable limit.s, and haH in truth ♦ rral* d 
more of evil in a few months, by calling public atterU!*^ :) * 
those neglected books, than the books thenis*. Ivc .s had on 
bably occasioned in three centuries. As the Ri Tt nr < ' 
these ancient, and in somo parts in<true<ive <vr.r::.;: , ? ■ * 

publicly read in churches, ther<* siirIv v.;;'- m; a.-.m :■ : * 
ciamoiir raised against the Bible Socn ty J<»r allowing ji. .n » . 
occupy the same position — or, if the uttir removai of > .* - 
works was judged desirable, there was ntii! I ss u v 

accompanying the act with severity and siispu ions. IT ih» 
Apocrypha was injurious, the whUc Prfitcstant (/hurch, 
Luther at its head, ami not the Britisii uikI Ihl h 

Society, were to blame. -- March 1827, 
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Rastadt, July 90. — Schaffhausen, July 97, 1823. 


Union of Lutherans and Calvinists — Pastor Renhbfer — 
Importance of Gospel — Rastadt — Ulna — Kehl — Stras- 
burg — Cathedral — Letters of Reformers — Emmendin- 
gen— -Manner of Traveliiog Food — Hoellenthal — 
Bad Inn — Black Forest — Donaueschiogen — Danube — 
Mr, Canning — Switzerland — Schaifhausen — Innkeeper 
— Fall of Rhine— Swiss Sunday. 


Carbruh, July 9^, IStS^ 
Sunday AJitmoon. 

This is tbfi flRIi silent Sunday, my dear- 
fst Sister, which we have spent i(|nce we left 
England. The town i«.chiefiy Proteitapt, but 
German is the only bmguege. 1 went this 
morning and spolce to" ^'Lntbm^ii minister, 
vot. I. Ch 
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after ch’urcb, but it was with the utmost diffi- 
culty we could uuderstaud each other, as he 
spoke neither French nor Latin; the church 
was well attended, and is a most beautiful 
edffica, built , of 

and is some evidence, I hope, of the increnj^^ 
r^rd paid to religion here. 1 could neither 
understand the prayers nor the serinon— -agood 
knowledge of German and Italian is almost 
as essential as that of French, to a tour on the 
Continent. 


The Lutheran and CaJvinistic Churches, 
after three centuries of division, have at length 
begun to unite. I hope this is another token 
for good. The dispute about consubstantia- 
Uon will now no longer be the reproach' of the 
Frotestant communities. Few things did more 
harm to the infant cause of the Reformation 
thau this fsacrumecfl^aa controv^sy — there 
was so much of^huat» asperity, violence min- 
gle with it — and tb^ upon a point where 
most of the parties meant nearly ^e same; 
ShdiiWhich, after all^ was not a fundamental 
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one. On no occasion, perhaps, did the great 
Luther so far forget himself. The warmth of 
controversialists is generally in an inverse ratio 
to the reid iflsportance of the question in 
liOye is ^0 ke^ to ttiiHi a» 
l^mr. 

1 learn here, that the name of the con- 
verted priest whom 1 have mentioned to you 
before, is Henhofer, and the place where he 
now lives, Graben, near this town ; his former 
abode was Muhlhausen. We observe that the 
Catholic churches in Protestant towns, are far 
more simple, and less superstitious, than in 
other places. Here and at Franckfort, there 
are scarcely any altars or images^ — in fact, the 
Catholic Church in this town is less orna- 
mented than the Lutheran — but this is an in- 
ferior point — perceive more and more that 
the main blessing watKtedJr.^rjr place is the 
grace of the Holy Spiiif’df Gorf. T sdh stire 
we have little idea in'jpngli^ of the state of 
things abroad. We amat^Rgiy overstate the 
comparative aibount df gdod 'efecteil By dilr. 
o2 
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Sodieties; — the world is still dead in tres- 
passes and sins,” — vast tracts of barren Pro- 
testantism, or untilled and fruitless Popery, 
stretch all around us. May that heavenly dew 
descend which only can soften, penc^trate, and 
sanctify the soil! The value of our religions 
advantages in England is more than ever im- 
pressed on my mind. A Sunday at home, 
what a blessing! The importance also of the 
Holy Scriptures, and of dwelling on the plain, 
practicai, necessary troths of the Gospel, 
strikes me in a most forcible manner. 1 see 
that aU li^ngnishes and fades as the Gospel is 
foi^otten or unknown. This is God's great 
remedy for fallen mao ; and nothing else will 
touch and change the heart. Men’s devices, 
controversy, cold statements of truth, super- 
stitioii^ enthttsiaam, have no efficacy to save 
man. The dochnne of a eracified Saviour, de- 
livered in.eimpHi^i^pondance on the grace of 
die Holy GhoBi|> t|ie power of God and 
titc)' wisdom of Qpd pafotaidvattoii’’ now, as it 
NtSilMipii in every a^. 
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Rastadt, 17 miles from Carlmth, Monday ^ 
Jrdy 21, eleoen o'clock . — We have just arrived 
here for our morning stage. The heat has 
been intense; 20 degrees, 1 should think, 
higher than on Saturday. Carlsruh, %hich 
we have just left, is a neat, heautifnl town of 
fourteen thousand $ouls, founded as late as 
1715. From the palace as a centre, thirty* 
two lines are drawn on all sides; twenty or 
more of these are walks in the forest, and 
gardens behind it; and the rest streets, com* 
posing the town ; so that from the tower of 
the palace you command the whole circle. 
Dnkes here do as they please ; towns must be 
built as objects; but 1 prefer our English 
freedom, though our cities are somewhat ir- 
regular. Rastadt, where we dine, is a town 
of three thousand souls, on the river Mnrg, 
celebrated for the Congress between Praube 
and the Empire in 17S8; ' when two of the 
French envoys were murdered cuff theiif jour- 
ney to Strasbuig;. " Thei^'isjt 'magnificent old 
chdteau> in whioV we saw it toost interesting 
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IKMclrait of Mdanctbon,* aiHl?a largo ongravod* 
'^bead of the brat WiUiamJ^ in 1760. 

The people in this part of the dachy are 
poor>^ew manufactures — little public 
rit; in othar words, little liberty. The Duke 
takes more care of his palace than of bis 
people. The Duchess-dowager is an adopted 
child, or a niece, of Bonaparte. Presents 
from Bonaparte abound in the palace; espe- 
cially, we noticed a tea-service of superb china, 
with cofiee-urn, &c. of solid gold. The dress 
of the peasants here contmnes tbe same, except 
that the women wear amazingly large straw 
bonnets, flapping down before and behind — 
children of four years old, and women reap- 
ing, hare these mmnaous umbrella bonnets. 
The homes' !!€««■ built with two or three 
julti^ shades or raoli over each row of win- 
dows, formed mid have a very singu- 

lar appeara^.' 

Uuriiam miksfra^ 

_.Jfc w i a(i ily.r~This is a small vlfi^gs on oar- way 



• 

Kebl; Tbd therm^M^tdr, Mffiix this after- 
HOOD, wM; 89° ia the shade; bn ^ Saturday, it 
was 55* or .thereabouts ; for we were glad to 
put on cloaks and great coats. We bare tome 
thirty niiles to-day, and travelled seveii’ hours. 
Ulm is only a mile from ‘the Rhine. The 
Black Forest stretches like an amphitheatre 
behind us, from Heidelberg to Basle. The 
country is flat, and without vines ; but abounds 
in corn and fruits. It produces a good deal of 
tobacco. 

Kehl, on the Rhine, Tuesday. Evening, Jviy 
22d. — We came here this morning, seventeen 
miles, in order to pass the Rhine, and visit 
Strasburg. We crossed by a bridge of beats 
of the extraordinary length of ^^00 feek The 
old wooden bridge is hm,|lestroyed./ We did. 
not take die carriagii^f. because i0| dut^, 
searchings, &c. cm euteti^ Franeb^if^jS spient 
about six hours there^ It is e^t]^ of fifty Or 
sixty thousand souls, half rBrbtestants and 
half Catholics., It has^hc^port <d^''|!!fance 
since the middle of the%eventeendi^^^^^ 
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blit the maaners of tbe people, their dresa^f 
tb^r food, their employments, their taste, all 
are German. The difference between them 
and tbe inhabitants of France is quite striking. 
The fortifications have been newly increased: 
and strengthened. It was the Argentoratum 
of tbe Romans, and abounds with Roman 
antiquities ; for instance, there is a mile stone 
and- other memorials of the reign of the Em- 
peror Trajan. 

The Cathedral is one of tbe very finest in 
Christendom : , it was founded in filO. The 
tower is four hundred and seventy feet ; forty- 
six feet higher tban. St. Peter’s at Rome ;* it is 
said to be the loftiest building in the world 
after the pyramids of Egypt. It is a master- 
piece of archite^l^rj^H being built of hewn 
stoiie, eut witb,.sbe^^13^cacy as to give it 
some reiemblimee to .Ia^. As you ascend, 
phe.bMf^ tovfers, are wails, 

iefl|ire qpei^wori^^ cross-bars : 

! lister’s 19 424 .fe^t high; St. Paul’s at London 
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the ascent is i^ther feaifal ; bilt thei view of 

the Rhine, of the 111, and the'Bren8eh’(riverB 

here falling into it), of the city, ' add* ail the 
# 

snrroanding country, is most beautifiiU ^ The 
day was very wet, so that we could not rea^ 
the extreme summit. The entrances of the 
Cathedral are particularly fine, from the ex- 
cellent preservation of the rich stone-work 
with which they are adorned; the figures orna- 
menting in groups every part, are still perfect, 
and have a striking effect— 4n short, we could 
not satisfy ourselves in beholding this monu- 
ment of the arts, which combines the most ele- 
gant symmetry of parts with the most entire 
solidity and the greatest magnificence. 

We visited St. Thomas’s, ttoble Ptdtest- 
ant church, fine, simplt^ ittlqestici A mo^ , 
nument in white -marWi^t^^ the metnory d^ 
Marshal Saxe, adoiina ^nC c^d 
We saw two bodies 

of Nassau, pi^served/ tulinyj'tentdlHes, and 
placed in co0i^s wjiili Bliss at the f one 
female, one man’; each id full tbasSr; 
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woman most gaily attired ; the rings of pearl, 
too large for the withered fingers ; the face all 
in powder, falling on the bones of the skull ; 
the whole an afifectiug lesson of mortality — and 
of the inefficacy of all attempts to hide the de- 
formity of death by a splendour, which only 
increases it by contrast. Nature shudders at 
dissolution ; the real victory over death is by 
faith in the triumphant and risen Saviour. 

ars^ teo 'dtlmr cbtttQbes m th^'dty. 
We nditisii tbe Jbydl Fabt«e^* the Cabinet of 
Nfttnrah Hlsttny/ the Moeenm, and the Li- 
brai^ 'Fbia last pleased me exceedingly — 
one bmdjredioii'MIy dmtiiand voIuomw; MSS. 
of tbe New Testament^ and of the Classics^ of 
4be ninth and ;tei|tj|i.OMtoHee; early editions, 
Suit' Wbat - iiioiifegyitttified me w’as a collection 
of MS. liotlefs'ti^JbMdmr^ Melancthon, Btfeef, 
nod the otbeti^v^ibniMfa; 1 conid not bnt 
i(aa«^ #itb venettlfld^^ oaiy b«id-writlifg 
^ tbowiicdy laboota we have 

Ttbe bmid- aoritlbg of oor Queen JBIi- 
■abiMii^i^ to me. In 
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the same library we noticed with pleasure 
forty-three volumes of Bibles, presented by 
the Britisli and Foreign Bible Society; great 
care was apparently taken of them. I called 
afterwards on the Secretary of the Bible So- 
ciety here, to try to encourage him a little in 
that sacred work ; the importance of which 
strikes me more and more, as I observe every 
where the fatal effects. of the neglect of the 
Scriptures. The Secretary was evidently gra- 
aaed to 

tend a specisd laeetiiif lbfr.Com We 

akio saw here Bible' priotofi at Strasburg 

in 1466, supposed to be the first ever printed 

♦ 

in Germany>-r- which is undcfttbtedty a mis- 
take. 


Thfr University contains tbiriy 

professors, and nfiifr'jl^lvi^'frtadfrDts^Ca- 
tholics and;l?|ro^tai»t!in^ 

, , v"- " . r 

out the parts 


one of w 



real 


tendency^ Wbenjai^ told, 

M . 

that no jealoiMy«j^.4h|M»te#|^ 
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the professors and students; but moderation 
and peace, though without intimacy. It seems 
an extraordinary thing how modest and rea- 
sonable, comparatively speaking, Popery can 
become, when stripped of its temporal power 
imd divested of a . party spirit. It never hra 
'it^eaaiiMri Holy 

tdjres. Tlw New l^ee^tinlriit cmitaios notldng 
nfihe peculiar dogmas of Popei^. Those who 
r^d that sacred book Jearn a totally different 
doctrine. The circulation of the Bible seems 
to me the 'most inoffensive, and yet efficacious, 
means of sapping superstition and idolatry 
now, as it was in the sixteenth century. 

Our host to>night has given us a melan- 
(ffioly aceount of village, K.ehl. It is on 
this side of the.'ill^iiiic^.as Strasburg is on tlie 
other ; tlwee^thotli&pV^rus' burnt down in tl>e 
list war; there formerly two thousand 
inhftbitantsj there' hundred. It 
wit - piUagid/WtiiiM^ the arnnes- passed, i t 

in a' military 

‘ defen«e^t>f for 



LETTKR V. 


KMMENDINGEN. 


93 


operations on the Rhine. What a blessing is 
peace and England ! Commerce is not active 
here; the people say, the taxes overburden 
them at home, and the English underseU them 
abroad. 

morning at. five with.^ nmse of! 'cann<Hi>p 
The whole Itpuse shook — it was only the 
soldiers exercising — but 1 cannot describe how 
frightful it wa& to peaceful and unpractised 
travellers — what must, ' then* the horrors, of 
war itself be! . , . 

Emmendingen, 33 imles fron^ KeU^ Wed- 
nesday Evenings Jtdy 23.-<^We have bad tt de 
tightful drive to>day, thro^p^' ninete^ towns 
and villages, near the.^yiii^^ll, Umu^ opt 
within sight of it. ln'sobie'^laGes> the ^ 
pect waP magni^dent ; the loftiest foipnntaimk 
in varied oudine beftkro and ii^iMreet fi).re> 
ground of villages, spiles, a&d ^bds. ^ '•Occa*. 
sionally:' We have.ijwiM^^s ; headft > and : 
bops abound: Slie' lipttses ai^lWhinetiint# 
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patftted in front with various devices of flow- 
ers, balnstrades, and other ornaments. The 
signs at the inns are of cut or cast iron figures, 
with gilded ornaments. Some of the women 
wear long hair plaited, reaching behind almost 
to the feet, or else two long ribbons in a simi- 
lar way. As we enter the villages, sometimes 
a whole band of peasants take off their hats 
and salute us, with the utmost complaisance. 

The town we are now at is just below 
an immeose mountain^ the Randelberg, three 
thousand nine hundred and three^feet high, 
with the Vosges on the right, which divide Ger- 
many from France. The Rhine is seven leagues 
ofill cultivation here is not well managed ; 
thCr8' ara^:tto and patches of corn, 

bmnp, hotia, .vines, seem all inter- 
mixed in one " 

rr lt,iW0Ul(l be aniuiti'Dg to yOu to see. onr ca- 
imlcade msi wa . We are nifie in all, in 

tiVw lantiauli^^ Miwi W^. nly Mttlfe'^abghter 
£li^; atid myself, in dnev and tb^;£iervant on 
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the box with the coachman; our friend and. 
feliow'-traveller with my two sons in the other. 
My boys change about with me from time to 
time. We have three horses in one carriage, 
and two in the other. Our chief coachman is 
of the Pays de Vaud ; a civil, obliging, sensi- 
ble, clever man, thoroughly acquainted with 
his business. He talks French, German, and 
Italian. We pay him forty-eight francs (about 
two pounds) a day when he works, and twenty- 
four francs when he rests: We generally rise 
in the morning at five, and^start at seven, and 
go a stage of four or five hours, sixteen or 
eighteen miles; dine at twelve, or half-past, 
staying three hours ; and then take our second 
stage of four or five hours, till seven or^eight; 
then we drink tea or sop, like* and re* 

tire to our rooms at nin^^^lls geqerally find 
one person in the inn %%jif^ks a kiAd of 
French, and then ail goes on smoothly ; but 
sometimes you would laugh at the figure tve 
all make in aGenhaiF ion, Without a soul to 
understand us : f, with my dictionary, endea* 
vouring to recall my old forgott^ Germhii^ as 
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Wjell as 1 can ; till at last, Mrs. W., our friend, 
tiie boys, the innkeeper, the chamber-maids, 
and the coachman, are all. in the room to- 
gether, before we can make out what we 
want. 

Then the kind of beds we meet with — som^ 
times not a blanket in the house ; sometimes 
an unpleasant odour pervading the chambers ; 
often floors grimed with dirt, no curtains, no 
window-shutters, no carpets ; small, hard, nar- 
row beds, on an inclined plane, so that we 
have to mancenvre almost all night to keep 
ourselves from rolling out. But our greatest 
annoyance is the food loaded with sauce and 
grease; meagre meat, without nourishment; 
%wif. we had some yesterday, 

with a sprt of eigtf^ii^^sauce. I really believe 
our health sufleri want of gopd| substan- 
tial, plf^fliet l,giMprders, my8ell for mut- 
ton ,el;pps, . without ^ter, p^vy, sauce, pep- 
per, i^ey bHpg up veal cutleia: as hard 
a|; ^a boav4K. <Wid< opvei^ with and 

Cay^e, These who •h»vel fpr ;thi^.:he»llh> 
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would do - well to remember how large a de< 
dnction must be made bri tbe-score of cbai^e 
of food. We should have done infinilety. bet>i 
ter, if, instead of onr Swiss maid, wo had 
brought one of onr English servants with us, 
who understood something of our mode of 
living at home. At- Franckfort, however, we 
really met with excellent meat. We hope 
soon now to be at Bern, fixed for a time; and 
then my first care will.be to get good food for 
my dear family, who are >eally wonderfully 
well, considering we have now come sevan 
hundred and eleven, miles, and travelled near 
six weeks. The roads are very smooth, and 
without pav6. -i 

• . 

JSoeTknthai, or the 

Fre^hwg ond Newtadt, f^^^ Niffht; 

24<-— Wo^set off this 

dingeh, and caiua^.e%ht;](ifHe8 to 'F^burg, 
a town of dley^ t^bttlsa^i<luulsj7on^f^ 
trance o|;:t^f.:3pacfc;^Fia^* ^ VS^vWere ^ipich 

delight ,0iii^ediali ' tvbibhi though 

smaBtm than that of Strasbiiig, is more-heau^ 
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ti&l* The open-work of the tower w really 
Rttrprinni*; I obserred, as we moimted Its five 
bofidred and thirteen steps, that five open 
apacea in the walls occurred for every closed 
part; the tower being supported by these 
dosed parts, and the stone stdrcase which 
runs up widiin it. It Is just as if the Monu- 
ment in 'London were bnilt, not with closed 
walls, but udth five-sixths of them in open- 
work; it really is quite incredible. After 
dining, at half-past twelve, we came, in five 
hours, fifteen miles, to this valley, from which 
1 am writing. 


I was not prepared to expect any thing 
beyond a common drive; but the extraordi- 
mif iimgwBlcimcWi, of the scenery was sdch as 
to parts of tim Rhine. 

Ihir tlwK'oPfiiii^pifts thw soad^leibwid the 

'IteojRI^ a Mh dd« yvtth 
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The views on the Rhine had indeed more of 

softness joined with grandenr^he noble riser 

and vineyards were peculiar to them— 4rat 'the 

scenes to-day had something more of wild and 

rude nature in her most majestic forms. Our 

hotel to-night is a deduction from the varied 

pleasures of the day; we are crowded into a 

close, low, miserable bed-room, where we’bad 

to eat our supper. For a tea-urn we had a 

common open sauce-pan and ladle ; in fact, the 

* % 

inn is the end of a large' building like a barn 
and the rooms are so low, we can haiHdIy stsaod 
upright in them ; all is a contrast to the beaif» 
tiful scene stretched before our view by the 
hand of Nature. 

^ * 

The faotts^ here are cori<^} wlnrge roof 
stretches beyond iMAdSf 

or twelve » 

gallery mein akaif 'eM^die eittsido 
story, and 
second 

«ente'4|Pil>. tliliiflfirMlk'ttb 
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entiiHely of wood, which exud'es a gum with 
which they are stained ; the galleries are for 
entrance when the winter snow blocks op the 
ground floor. The women now begin to ap- 
pear in stockings, but these are of a deep red ; 
they have no gowns, but their nnder-dress is 
turned up like a pudding-sleeve gown, short 
round t^earm ; they wear large hats of an im- 
mense circumference, with the rims stretched 
out in an immovable circle. All is German 
still ; Ko that 1 can obtain little moral or reli- 
gious information. We had our coachman 
up in:o the chamber this afternoon,, as our 
interpreter. It was impossible to do with- 
out hiip. 

I ’ 


. — Our meeting this morn- 
ing at w» 8 most curious. My 

fyien4*|^j^O^0^P^$^ thrust into 

a piiscrahle i w^b^jeople 

bejt Wlolerabl® 




ilottble 
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Eliza’s account was the most Wtfsfhctory; she 
did hot know how she passed the n%fat, for 
she had not awoke once. In the mean ttnie/ 
the servant girls were clearing out the boys’ 
room, to get the breakfast ready for us.— Wh 
started between seven and eight, and camb 
eight miles to Neustadt, where l am how writ- 
ing, a small town on the Black Forest, A 
tremendous hftl, Called Hoellensteig, or the 
Infernal Hillji led'to a mqre open country, on . 
the bosom of which cottages were sprinkled, 
with here and there a chapel entirely of wood," 
about four yards square; we entered one-^ 
the cross, an altar, and rude olTerings, were 


within. We soon passed one.or two cc^'fhrt-' 
able hotels. We ought to have pressim on to 
one of them last night, and have iiupll- 

citly fpllowed the advicct^^^l^ Voiturier,iwlid 
haafuli as muon tegard'ior bis libr^' as fof 
us. In fiict;;; with' a >iarge paHy‘ Ulie bum. 


and two.^carrff^e^, it wouldt be '- 
diride» to spend 


mr Mtier to 
^rdight in 



tha'nt^ ojrbtprd iti^d - one misei^ 


abfetwsi^!: 



it wa8 4befm(|iei^]ttiQ9«foi'QMl^^ 
d^rmans who mniliilated tbe^BcHDao Bmpire. 
Sixteen tbona&tf'd 8 <w|b live in it, in inanlated 
cabins \ these Cfilnns fanve long roofs covering 
the galleriee/ and reading down to the earth 
behind the d'cvelMi^'’bonse; the barn is over 
the bouse; the whole is built of beams crossed 
tied tc^ttier, without farkiblayer’s work ; 
the ceilings of the rooms are watuscot, and 
and' th<7 use slips of hr for candles: they 
t^e m wood'^woric, which hnds its way even 
to Ambnea.' 

JSoiMiiesE^Ua^ S^l mUesJhm Jfoellemttig, 
iFWdt^ i%ht.-^Thi8 is a 
' idtilWi tvffO thousand souls, 
at' of Baden. It is 

beantifuBp Near 

to B rltbi dm ibnvttblv tba ndhteil siver in 

. Adipfe’ abA^gohgai^ 


lottsb V. . , 

_ _ SI ^§L M. A . ^ 
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of |aot 84wi«tt;o|i^b^^ «vliv;Bl«t 

■*■ * 

flows, wliifih* joins the Brig^%c^..th» jlrsf 
(two for more oonsiderable stifam^ and. is 
called the Panohe* We jumped over it wiflt 
ease. From what . obscore causes do the 
mightiest e^cts flow I A river celebrated 
throughout the world, and rolling bjt some of 
the noblest cities, is here feeble and inconsi- 
derable! It is thus the current of evil from 


a single individual, small at first, sometimes 
swells as it flows, till distant regions are deso- 
lated with its waves. The sources of the 
widest blessings to mankind bare also their 
first rise in small and unnoMped bogiuipings. 


Nay, the first bnrsdng fofth of thaf 4ftf 



in 

T 


aod lAost ctefa'bniidd 'l^iv6ra In £n- 
Ifotie are associated in bur Btfdds in their oi^fn 
lih'-^ir progress, and will be connected with 
the naraerons events of ancient and modern 
history, which enr reading may fornish. It is 
a pleasing and instmctive part of foreign travel, 
to visit the scenes fianiliar to ns from our etur- 
Ikst reading; It furnishes fresh materbls of 
thought. It gives a life and > locality, as it 
viere, to our knowledge. It embodies and 
realiaes history. 


Wo have now' left the Black Forest, the 
fhountaiiis, ' the cabins, and all the magical 
ISileno. Onr inn- to-oigbt is excellent. Mr. 
tia^iia| Was here two yShrsc^o; and our host 
seemed nevbr sa^^i^d in telling us of the dig- 
nity of his acuteness of his ques- 

Bons,/aAd, ‘aM#W ^ eorreetniNts of his 
hdwevnf, nur inhwaer was 
pltrffle^sleptin 


' 778 

^ni$ 3€li-^TIiiDilc.<€M4r we- 
entered SwiTZBBiiAND, in> healtli i^d^pcWdlM 
The road from DonBueschingen, tweBty^i|tf!0 
miles, is extremely beautifttl ; rich val^yt 
crowned with verdoie, mountains risings in, 
noble boldness on each side, '.tbe road winding 
with continual change of scenery*, brought ns 
to tbe first o£/tjbc Swiss Cantcms. As we 
passed b€^onid&;the Baden frontier, the im- 
provement in agricultnre, and general appear- 
ance of die villages, was striking. Hedges, 
well-cultivated fields, neat farms, met ' our 
eyes for the first time since we left Bngland; 
every spot nf land is ndw employed to^tlliS 
best purpose, and witb^neatnhes aud;c)evj^ 
ness. » ^ 

. > 

As we entoredrthlitll^ of.lr^dofn,; tlm 
associati^ avrakened moi^ 

pleaesngt. ; An micoGtiddljrl^^ (C^oantr^rrm^ 
and 

aiid bbscurity— ^hi|a i!|U8ed:it|^;.!l)y .tfi^oni^and 
cmidiici faibe the admiration Of. the wlb^. : -^t ^ 
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iBpflaod b; two or^%ftP cooburips in 
Ibb mprob of liberty; aod, e 4 :cept during tbe 
Pf^ty years of tbe French domination, has 
been acquiring for more than five hundred 
years an almost unparalleled measure of na- 
tional glory—^om edungtion, industry, com- 
merce, a free government, public spirit, virtue; 
and, since the Beformation, from tbe light of 
pore Christianity. There is something so 
noble in all this, that it fills tbe imagination, 
and imparts an additional charm to tbe natural 
beonties of the country itself. 

> > ^affbaosen contains about seven thonsaud 
nonlf. Alaiiy of, tbe fronts of the houses are 
noverod from the top to the bottom with the 
<^videa which I have before mentioned. Se- 
veral sistues 0^4^ bero^ adorn the public 
idaceik' Wlfetlt'ilfcei^principal innkeeper 

bdks wry aeopent m iwenths 

fer of leaipMlf the 

** i . 
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impressioB rBCoaining his < frown what 
hia had seen ef the zeal of OiBr Shcteties for the 
propagation of the Gospel, and of< the »faigh 
tone of Christian doctrine and practiceJn oar 
happjr country. We have an intredactioa to a 
Professor of Theology here, who ia an ex^ 
ample of primitive kindness. 

Soon after our arrival, we took a cabriolet, 
and drove tbrefS ihiles, to see the celebrated 
fail of the Rhine. The road leading to it is 
exquisite ; vineyards stretch over all the sidi^ 
of the mountains; and the country is open, 
and variegated. — The road leads along by the , 
Rhine, which is here of a deep gre^ colour. I 
am not sure if 1 was not a little disuppt^tedut 
the first coup^d’eeil of the fall itselC-My imagi, 
nation had been heated descriptions, 

1 thought the descent wbdid buve been greati^ 
But as soon as I had bad. tiif>e to recover my- 
Moif, aad reeolleot liowinfcnbsli fhd width. of the 
river took away frttUi aJppftrent'deplb ofibe 
fbll, 1 wos beH^pt«jpiired^O‘view'tbevvOndeit> 

'attoUisKiUg. 




iiB)‘ trii, It ra^es dowtt’ 

idiofrt'eiglify ’feet,' wtth an iqspcHitiosify, a rage, 
a boiling' fo^, which Hteratly darken the air, 

and crcnfe a Constant fiiist and shower. The 

» 

body of water which falls, and the l^y, the 
incredible fury, of the descent, make this a 
wond^ of nature. The tbu^^r of the cata- 
j^ct is so loud, that it absCluiely drowns the 
toice — ^yoti cannot hear yourself speak. Im- 
mMiately above the fall, four imfmense, rag- 
ged, overhanging rocks stretch at considerable 
intervals quite across the flood. These divide 
the tbrrent for a moment into five parts, with- 
out lessening its fury. Ages back they doubt- 
less formed a complete barrier which the 
stredm had to and which made the 

depth.of the falf double what ifisnt present. 

■ Many falls in are i^re pic- 

thresque;' hut none so terribly majestic as this. 
It'f^^jesses' qiiite an awful convictionr^iilie 
of fxod, and bow scion alhi^;|iNh[itf Id 



be.wepe to,fi^m|t. We.ob- 
sei^ed the fall; jrst, from a gallory 
ing the side of it, and watered with ita^daahipg 
stream ; then in a boat from tbP middle, pf the 
river^ next, from a window of a house on the 
opposite side ; . lastly, from a summer-boii^. 
commanding the height of the river yust before 
its fall. We had likewise tl^e pleasure of see- 
ing it in a cac^r^ obscura. It added greatly 
to the delight of this excursion, that my dear 
Mrs. W. was well enough to accompany us ; 
indeed, the real beauties of our tour have lain 
open to her inspection as much as if she had 
been ever so strong. It is chiefly the interior; 
of buildings, which she has been unable tp. 
visit. • 

Sunday, July 27. — “ Bj||j^nl is athirpt fc^/ 
God, yea, the living when shall I 

come and appear before the presence of God?” 
says th^ Inspired I^^lmisf | and j^ch . would I 
vvish to j^.my.feeU^ on t^^^ p^l^siscflJi s|lent 

Sun<bifi^,,.l havn been i!p/^f, 5 |E?rptet|tan|^,G^ 

ninqualificp...;(all tjto 
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cler^mao, devei£ly or eighty years 
preacbedr 1 would have given ioy 
ttiiDg to have understood him ; his manner was 
so earoesl^ so ' impressive, so* aflectionate, sb 
impassioned; his voice majestic, and# yet 
sweet. The service b^n with singing (which 
.was vociferation: rathm* than singing); then a 
prayer by the mibister, who came from the 
gallery into a sort of tribune opening from it; 
after this a sermon and prayer ; singing con- 
cluded. The service bi^an at eight in the 
morning. Several persons in the congregation 
sat with their hats on. During the sermon, 
two officers were going round collecting mo- 
ney, In bags hang at the end of long poles. 
There was a large congregation, and all 


seemed very attentive. After breakfast we had 
Bhigdish ^^^gy, and a sermon. At 
tWel^, we went to the catechizing at the Ca- 
thedtld ; it was tery pleasing, to see pne or 
.^two bubdred childned' 'Seated in ord^ ivbilst 


biftvd'^^ieih a portion ofjlib He!- 
d|^^|||^ateeh|sm^ one of the m^osl of 

fhrmulsrie#: 
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dren had answered, the Minister began to pot 
questions to one of them } and then, apparent- 
ly, to explain the portion to the whole body of 
children — 1 was delighted — this is the reason- 
able, intelligent worship of God; — but it -is 
late, and I must wish you adieu for to-hight. 

1 am yours afiectionately^ 

D. W. 
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Zurich$ August 1> 1823. 


Bridge— Swiss Customs — Su^te of Religioo— Professor 
— J Pftfil of' Rhmo— Egtiseu— Pifst View of AIps-^— Zi^ 
rick — Refmttbrs — -loo L’Ep^Oi — ^Antistes Hessr— Mr. 
Wjiberfor<»-r^5uingle— Docuii9(6p|fk|rf Refonnation— 
Gk^rrBiWis Socfety— B^vatei's For^seiiess of his 
. Mjarderer— Am»u— Good- &ne by an English Clergj* 
niaa— Baslef'^. Blumhardt-^Stoves — Fountains — A 
Difine — ^Tombs of Erasmus and Ecolampadius-^Holy 
Alliance— Council of Basle— Lakeness of Erasmus. 


ZurifSh, Monday Evening, July 28<A, 1823. 


MV . dbArbst sJ 

' t BEFOB A^f thb subject of Schaff- 

bameA, I iaiist;^.V y that we 

; esBaiBijE^>A curiptif mc^el ^ the ibndge oyer 
here, burst by the Frei«^|B 1799. 
built by. a. common cari ^ ^. with, 
over .a 
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aud sixty-four feet, all of wood ; the pathway 
being suspended under, not placed over the 
arches, so that it quivered with the slightest 
movement of a passenger. I may as well 
mention also, a few other things which struck 
us by their novelty during our stay there. 
We observed a funeral, where the procession 
consisted of several hundred persons; every 
friend of a deceased person attending in a 
mourning robe. The churches, though noble, 
majestic buildings, are absolutely devoid of 
ornament, having been stripped to the bare 
walls. There was a nakedness about them 
which qflended the eye. I prefer the wisdom 
and moderation of our English Reformers in 
this, as well as other respects: but the Pro- 
testants here are of the Calvinistic, not Lu- 
theran, persuasion. The Catholic Pilgrims 
who visit Einsiedeln and other celebrated 
places of pilgrimage, walk hand in hand, with 
bouquets in their hats, singing as they pass 
the streets : on Saturday thirty-two passed in 
this way ih^ough the tdwn. The Swiss keep 
unusually good time; beginning the day in 
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siimiiier at three, dining at twelve, and shut* 
ting op their shops at seven ; and their clocks 
happen aovr to be an hour and ten minutes 
&ster than those at Paris. Every youth who 
chooses may become a soldier to defend the 
state. We saw a number of little lads ex- 
ercising this morning. — So far as to the customs 
of the place. 

Its moral and religious state I endea- 
voured to ascertain from the Professor. The 
Protestant Cantons are very strict and firm 
in their peculiarities, more so than I have 
hitherto observed in other parts. There are 
thirty or forty Clergy in the small Canton ol 
Schafihausen. The attention paid to tin' 
catechizing of the children, and the preparing 
them for the Holy Communion, is excellent. 
We might learn much from the Swiss on this 
subject. All the children of the Canton are 
obliged to attend and learn their catechism; 
and there are Ministers especially appointed 
for their instructors. Thejr seem^to' have no 

as we too niuch do 
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in England, in ignorance of the principles of 
Christianity. Religious education is, in their 
view, the very first duty they owe their chil- 
dren; and the only foundation of a tranquil, 
well-ordered, virtuous community. The laws 
are strict, and the magistrates also exercise 
a salutary influence over public morals; but I 
doubt whether spiritual religion, with its holy 
fruits, is now actually flourishing. The Sacra- 
ments are, however, well attended. In a 
town of seven thousand souls, there are four 
or five hundred communicants, at two or 
three churches (perhaps one thousand five 
liuiidrcd or two thousand in all), communicat- 
ing once or twice a year. Still I fear that all 
tiiis is too much of a mere form, and that the 
chilling theology of Germany has infected the 
Canton. May God raise up a new spirit of 
faiti) and love among them! 

1 did all 1 could to make the Professor 
understand our views of religion in England ; 
and to encourage him in openly following the 
doctrines of the Reforinatioo, as the only hope 
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of a revival of true Christianity. It is a de- 
iKghlfol thing to be able in any measure to 
strengthen the hands of a brother in the Gos- 
pel. 1 can do but little; but wb|t I can do, 
I feel bound, not to omit. He spoke to me 
about the R^glement at Geneva. He ex- 
pressed himself with great reserve, but evi- 
dently regretted that measure. He was very 
curious to know something about our English 
Universities, and the plan of literary and re- 
ligious education in them. 1 satisfied his in- 
quiries, and really felt gratified that I should 
happen to have about me a list of the Officers 
and Heads of Colleges in Oxford and Cam- 
bridge to present to him. You cannot imagine 
with, what pleasure he received it. 

. We left Schaffhausen at eight this morn- 
ing, for Zurich, twenty-five miles. On our 
road, we stopped again at the fall of the 
Rhine, and once more admired its unequalled 
terrors. The Rhine is a continued fiood — a 
toritint, from the dissolved snows, where it 
springs, till it loses itself in Holland, after 
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a course of seven hundred miles — so that a 
vessel, when first going down the from 

Switzerland, shoots like an arrow.' Th4 width 
of the fall is four hundred and fifty feet; the 
least depth sixty feet, the greatest eighty. It 
difiers from the Niagara in two respects; in 
volume of water it is inferior; in majesty it 
surpasses it. The Niagara is two thousand 
seven hundred feet wide, and one hundred 
and fifty-six feet high; but it merely turns 
suddenly down the fall in a continued stream, 
as from a lock ; whereas the Rhine, with unpa- 
ralleled fury, dashes from rock to rock, till 
the spray and foam obscure the view.* 

At Eglisau, a lovely village on our way, 
where we dined, we saw, for the first time, 
a covered bridge, erected «ia 1811, over the 
Hliiue (the French having burnt the former 
one);, you walk over under, rafters and beams, 
windows on each side opening upon the river. 
It is entirely covered at the top with a roof, 
and enclosed on the sides, so' that you are, as 
* Siniond, Voyage en Soitse, p. 91. 9%. 
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it were, in a house; whilst the rafters, &c. 
make you ^ think it is the roof of a country 
church. These covered bridges abound in 
Switzerland. 

As we approached Zurich, we caught a 
first view of the distant Alps, about Zug and 
Schwitz. The hills first in view were shaded 
by the afternoon sun; over these, brillant 
volumes of clouds were discernible ; and 
from amidst the clouds, the peaks of the Alps 
were easily distinguished by their defined out- 
lines, sharp summits, and the bright whiteness 
of the eternal snows with which they are co- 
vered. We entered Zurich, the capital of tiu' 
Canton, about five o’clock. I could not hut 
be sensibly afiected. This is the first town in 
Switzerland that i^parated from the churcii of 
Borne three centuries back — it was the favour 
ite asylum of our English Reformers during 
tiie vacillating and tyrannical reign of Henry 
the Eighth, and the bloody persecution of 
Queen Mary. It is supposed to have been the 
place where our great Cranmer, soon after he 
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had been raised to the Primacy, caused the 
first complete edition of the English Bible, 
Miles Coverdale’s, to be printed, in the year 
]535.* The town contains eleven thousand 
souls; the Canton one hundred and eighty- 
three thousand ; nearly all Protestant. It is 
amongst the most thickly peopled tracks of 
the Continent of Europe; which is owing 
chiefly to the long-continued enjoyment of 
good government, and to consequent habits of 
virtuous industry. 


The beauty of the country accords with its 
reputation. We are at the inn called L’Ep^e. 
Imagine a room fifty feet by thirty, of which 
two sides are a continued window, overhang- 
ing the broad deep-blue torrent of the Limmat, 
which, rushing like an ari|>w from the lake of 

* The New Testament had first been published by 
I'yndale about 1526: the Pentateuch appeared in 1530; 
Miles Coverdale completed fiie ardu^..task under Ae 
auspices of Cranmer, in 1535. lids Bildo is in a .fidio 
volume, printed in double coltimne, in what Mr. Dibdin 
terms, a joreign secretary-gothic type. It Was executed, 
as it is generally thotig^t, at the press of a Ztirieh fUinter. 
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^Pifiob, seems harrying to pour itself into tjbe 
Bhine. The old vTooden bridge which leads 
across it is immediately before me, and is wide 
enough for the market, which is just now in 
amusing confusion, and presents a most cha- 
racteristic scene of Swiss costume and man- 
ners. The noble churches, quays, and public 
buildings on the other side of the river diver- 
sify the prospect. In the distance on my right 
a second bridge appears, with a tower built in 
the midst of the torrent for state-prisoners — 
whilst* still further on, iny eye is lost in fol- 
lowing the beautiful lake itself, till I discern 
at length the Alps rearing their majestic heads 
beyond it in the utmost horizon.^ — Such is the 
room where I am writing this letter ; 1 sup- 
pose it is one of the most beautiful in the world. 
It is curiouS; th^t in order to reach this splen- 
did chamber yon have to defile through sta- 
bles, voitures, horsemen, voituriers, ostlers, 
post-boys, and smells of all kinds, by a dark, 
narrow passs^e ; for the entire ground floors 
of the Swiss inns are occupied by this sort of 
misfri^l partly, I suppose, on account of 
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the freqiienii iRUndations fh>lii inelted 8Row» or 
overflowing rivers. 

Last night we ascended a bastion, near the 
town, and beheld the magnificent scene of the 
range of Alps illuminated, or rather gilded, by 
the setting sun ; it was, really, as if all the 
snows were suddenly set on a blaze, the fiery 
meteor was so bright and so extensive. As 
the sun further declined, the magic scene lost 
its enchantment. It is singular, that this is the 
first night this summer that the Alps have been 
thus visible. My friend travelled four years 
ago in Switzerland, and never saw any thing 
like it. Indeed, we have been favoured all 
our journey. The weather has been unusu> 
ally cool, with the exception of a day or two, 
and we are all now in eomfbrtable health. 
May wc have the addiflbnhl blessing of a 
thankful, humble, holy, teachable heart, tasee 
God in every thing, to love Gbd> because bf. 
every thing, and to be led up towai^ds bint by 
everything! I should just mehtiCii, that on 
our road to Zurich we crossed a part of Ba> 
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deii» 'wheb the same appearance of negligence 
and misery returned which I before noticed. 
As soon as we regained the Swiss territory, all 
was again neat, convenient, industrious, and 
happy: such is the difference between the 
effects of civil and religious freedom, and of an 
arbitrary government. 

Zurich, Tuesday, July 29. — I have been 
introduced, to-day, to the celebrated Antistes 
Hess ; he is eighty-two years old, a venerable, 
pious, holy man, on the verge of heaven ; with 
a heart full of love to the Saviour, and to the 
souls of men. 1 took my three children to 
him, that ho might bless them. The Antistes 
spoke to me much of Mr. Wilberforce, whose 
book be had read with delight: he begged me 
to convey to him his Christian regards : it was 
delightful to me to see this aged disciple. lie 
is one of the persona whom I was most anxious 
to know. You ere perhaps awar^ that Ari- 
tmtes is a -Latin woird, meaning nearly the same 
as Bnesident Jt is a title often given in eccle- 
siahdOtd writers to Bishops, tbon#i j»9metinies 
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to simple priests. In the Swiss Reformed 
Churches, it is applied to the Ecclesiastical 
Head t>f a Canton. The government of these 
churches, though not episcopal, differs consi- 
derably from what is called Presbyterianism. 
I met at the house, of the Antistes, an aged 
magistrate of this place, who commended to 
me the cause of Switzerland, and begged of 
me again and again to represent to my coun- 
trymen the state of his Canton ; pressing on 
me that Switzerland had been the cradle of 
the Reformation. 

We next visited, with much pleasure, the 
City Library, abounding in original unpub- 
lished letters of our Reformers. The history 
of that interesting period, after all Burnet has 
done, might, undoubtedly, be much enriched 
from these stores. Such an u^ndertaking would* 
re(|uire great zeal,’ discrerion, knowledge of 
ecclesiastical history, and, above all, a com- 
manding and pious mind| but its success 
would be sure. We saw the three well-known 
Letters of Lady Jane Ofay^ written to Bullinr 
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gesfi io 1551. The Epistles of St. Paul in 
Greeks transcribed entire in the hand of Zu- 
inglins in 1517, jnst as he was first discerning 
the chief corruptions of the Church of Rome, 
were most interesting to me, not only as an 
ancient manuscript, but as tracing the Refor- 
mation to its true source, a deep study of the 
New Testament. 

Zuingle^ amongst all the noble body of 
Reformers, seems to have been one of the 
most able and acute. He was born Jan. 1st, 
1487. He soon began to discover the real 
force of the chief doctrines of Scripture. He 
not only copied out the text of St. Paul’s Epis- 
tles, but also committed them all to memory, 
and earnestly sought by prayer the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit; comparing Scripture with 
•Scripture, and ejcpilaining the obscure pas- 
sages by the more clear. In 1581 he was 
dected by the Chapter to the ofitce of preacher ; 
and on Jan, 1, 15111, he delivered his first dis- 
course in the Cathedral of Zurich before an 
imntehiie auditory. His wisdom and penetra- 
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tion were so remarkable, and tbe influence 
which he acquired over the Council and all 
the inhabitants of Zurich was so great, that 
he was soon able to carry the Canton along 
with him in a firm but gradual profession of 
the Evangelical doctrines. It is remarkable, 
that he had laboured his way out of most of 
the errors of Popery, and had attained to the 
light of Reformed truth in Zurich, at the very 
time that Luther, without design or concert 
with him, had been carrying on the same holy 
work in Germany. 

The present pious and holy Antistes lives 
in the same house where this great Reformer 
dwelt ; in the garden of which is a room lite- 
rally filled with unpublished archives of the 
Reformation. The honour in which Zuingle is 
iield here is remarkable. T observe, that God 
has often brought about the greatest works of 
mercy by a few distinguished individuals in a 
town or country, raised up by his Spirit, em- 
bued with the knowledge, of. the Holy Scrips 
tures, and armed with zeal, fortitude, wisdom, 
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aod lore : Zaiagle at Zuiicii, fkrolampaditts at 
Basle, Bocer at Strasburg, Calvin and Beza 
in France and Goieva, Lniber and Melancthon 
in Germany, Cranmer and his noble associates 
in England. May men of a like spirit be 
raised np again ! May Divines and Profes- 
sors transcribe and study, like Zuingle, St. 
Paul’s Epistles! Soon would Protestantism 
revive, and Popery fade away before it I It 
is known, that our English Reformer, Ridley, 
committed to memory early in life, almost all 
St. Paul’s Epistles, as well as the Catholic 
ones; the benefit derived from which he ac- 
knowledged with gratitude, just before his 
martyrdom. 

Ill the afternoon we took a sail on the Lake, 
delicious beyond description. The evening, 
however, was not so favourable for viewing the 
setting sun, as last night. 1 am much grieved 
to say, that my impression of the present state 
of real religion in some parts of this Canton 
is not so favourable as its former celebrity 
would lead one to expect — in one parish, St. 
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Peter’s, four or five hundred >^n)y attend at 
church, out of five thousand inhabitants, for 
forty-eight Sundays in the year ; and two thou> 
sand five hundred for the four remaining Sun> 
days, the sacrament days, which seem almost 
superstitiously reverenced — many of the clergy 
of Zurich meet the magistrates and gentlemen 
at a club, once a week, to smoke and talk po- 
litics : these are not promising symptoms. I 
do not pretend, as a stranger, to judge. 1 
take my account from the confession of one 
of the clergy, who told me these things without 
the slightest idea of their impropriety. I am 
quite distressed that Mr. Gessner, the son-in* 
law of Lavater, is not in Zurich. The supe- 
rior talents and eminent piety of this excellent 
minister make me exceedingly r^ret that I 
am unable to see him. He fonus a bright ex^ 
ception to the melancholy statement just given. 

1 trust there are many others. 0 how d;iffer- 
ent a thing is real spirituality off heart from 
the name of religion, whether B$formed or Ca- 
tholic ! 
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•'*1 •»> •r«MM 9 .-Mr d««nt 
iUd gueiiipntMI aKti^ajr lii IbetenetolMit 
and piom ^(able and trnlf 

Cfaristiao tonper Sn all be does and 

says. Wbep'be^ tefi^' leave of my ivifey he 
presented her tvith one of bis smaller works, 
and prayed tiiat peace and grace might be 
milli ber, and that ber sons and her daughter 
m^;bt be her comfort and support. Jle then 
added, ** We shall never meet again in this 
world, bnt we shall meet in another, to be with 
Jedtias that is onr proper country ; there is 
peace, htdiness, and joy.” The institution for 
the blind in this city, and that for orphans, 
much interested us. It was affecting to see 
the blind write, i^d do sums in arithmetic, by 
letters and %ei;fpi,>impressed on the paper with 
an iron, they knew them by the 

tosadi. of the orphan children 

was yery beantiffiV i called on the bookseller 
of' the Blblf that noble ^titution, 

idiough less now, has ai^i^plished 

good, ct^'stde^ltg tbetiniite4 ,if0^ 
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of a single Cenion. We 
and several other objects of cbftcyti^. 'llie 
people marry very young ip Zuribbi<«bO^ sire 
betrothed yet earlier. The ^ tastes are lig^t: 

their largest bookseller pays four Napoleons 
a year (about 3/. 3s.) for every :tbing.* . 


The tomb of Lavater in St. Peter’s chnlrGh 
much affected,, me ; he was wounded by the 
hand of a common soldier during Massena’s 
invasion in 1799, and died after fifteen months 
of extreme sufiTering. His benevolence and 
tenderness of heart had been remarkable amidst 
all the eccentricities of his opinions through 
life ; and they appeared conspicuously on this 
trying occasion. He not only did all in bis 
power to prevent the criniinal from being dis- 
covered; but left him at^..^fS^rdeatb the fol~ 
low injj affecting testimony forgiveness: 

* There are several print-sellers here who have most 
extensive and beautiful collections of engravings^ I 
bought w^at^re called the One Httndi^4 Views, and also 
the Fifty Views* I gave thirty or forty shillings for the two 
sets. 1 may as well add> that the duty on coloured prints at 
Dover is reduced from two shillings each to two 
VOL. I. K 
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“ {lAemoranduin to be given after ray deatii, 
with an affectionate letter, if it be possible, to 
the Grenadier (D’^lsass, as I think), who shot 
at me, Sep. 26, I70^bot caro mast be takep 
that his name be concealed. May God par- 
don thee, as I from my heart pardon thee ! O, 
may you never suffer what I suffer through 
yo^.! I embrace you, my friend ; you have 
done me a kindness without knowing it. If 
you see these lines, may they be a seal to you 
of the grace of the Lord, who forgives peni- 
tent sinners; who delivers them, and makes 
them happy ! May God enable me earnestly 
to pray for yon, so that I may never doubt 
that we shall one day embrace each other be- 
fore the presence of the Lord!”* Surely this 
paper breathes something of the spirit of the 
martyr Stepheip.'- ^.The murderer is said to 
have previously ’received favours from J.a 
vater. 

* Souveinr apr^s ma mort pour remettrc, s’il est po^• 
aible, avec une lettre douce ^ ce Grenadier {d’EIsass ^ ce 
qua je crois) qui m’a tir6 le 26"' Sept. 1799. Mais il faut 
avoir aoin que son nom reste cach6. 

Quo 
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Aarau, Thursday Night, July 31. — Wfe 
left Zurich with regret thie morniog^ and came 
twenty-eight miles to this town, the capital df 
the Canton of Afgovie. It has thr^ thdds&hld 
inhabitants, chiefly reformed. It stands plea^ 
santly on a hill on the Aar river, the ttvo 
banks of which are united by a covered bridge. 
We were surprised to find that the safne 
church is used here for Catholics and Pro- 
testants: we entered it; there were no super- 
stitious ornaments. The Protestants meet at 
eight, the Catholics at half-past nine, on the 
Sunday, We dined at Baden where there is 
a most beautiful village on the banks of the 
Limmat. At the table-d’hdte 1 met two 

Quc Dieu te pardonne, comme nioi je te’ pardonne 
cordialement. Ah que tu ne sottfires jamais taut que je 
soufTic moim^mc k cause de toi. Je t’embrasse, mon aini| 
tu in'as fait bien, sans le savoir. 

Si tu vcrras ces ligues, elles te soyent un sceau de ia 
grace du Seigneur, qui gratihe les p4cheurs penitents, qui 
ies delivre, et les rend heurenk. Que f)ieu me donne de 
grandes pridiiM pour toi, ainsi que je He doute jamais, 
nous nous embrasscrons une fois devant les yeux du Seig- 
neur. Lc 4'"*- Sept. 1800. 

J. C. t. 

K 9 
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strangers from Basle. After a good deal of 
conversation, the lady turned out to be a friend 
df an English clergyman of my acquaintance, 
and begged me most earnestly to remember 
her to him, add to assure him that she had 
not forgotten his advice, but read every Sun- 
day one of the sermons he gave her : it was 
delightful to me 'thus to trace some fruit of 
the advice given by my dear friend. What 
good might not be effected, if English travcl- 
lers were studious to lose no opportunity of 
honouring God their Saviour, on the occasions, 
however slight, which continually present 
themselves. An impression may often be left 
on the mind of a foreigner by a kind and ap- 
propriate remark, which nothing can efface. 
An Englishman has peculiar advantages for 
this, from the‘W:^ht attached to his country 
all over the Continent. 

’ JBasle, 26 miles Jrom Aarau, Friday Even- 
ing, August I.— We have had a charming ride 
to-day ; the road from Aarau to Stein (a lovely 
village on the Rhine) lay through a noble pic- 
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turesque country. Some of the villages were 
more characteristic than any we have yet seen. 
From Stein the road ran by the Rhiiie ; and 
when we had come within nine miles of Basle, 
Me sent on the carriages and came doyrn, or 
rather were flooded down, the Rhine, in a 
boat ; the stream carried us the nine miles iu 
an hour and a quarter — a rather hazardous 
voyage, as our friends at Basle told us. Basle 
is a very ancient city, situated at the angle 
where the Rhine turns northward for Germany. 
It contains sixteen thousand souls, almost all 
Protestants. The same liberty prevails here 
as at Zurich, the same habits. Bread is three 
hal (pence the pound — meat, two-pence three 
farthings the pound — wages, two shillings a 
(lay. There are eight churches. Mr. Blum- 
hardt, of the Missionary ^Institution, called 
upon me this morning-7-a most devout, de- 
lightful man. How refreshing to the mind, to 
nn et with a Christian brother in a foreign land, 
whom one can understand: for Mr. B. speaks 
French and English well. 
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from CanlOD to Captoo, it ip 
OOrioMfi to see the changes in the Tillages^ 
some Popish, some Protestant: the latter are 
always the more comfortable, neat, industrious; 
but they all seem to live together in peace; and 
a reasonable liberty appears equally dear to all. 
The dress of the women varies in each Canton ; 
the hair of the Zurich women is neatly combed 
and parted: they have no gowns, but their 
underdress expands over the shoulders, some- 
thing like a surplice; they have a stomacher of 
cloth, with braids of scarlet crosswise; they 
seem of a strong fine race, compared with the 
French and German women. 

At Aarau, yesterday, we observed the 
houses, all along, the main streets, with Jut- 
ing roofs, only pot shelving to the ground; 
each house bap its own roof advancing per- 
haps ten or twelve feet; so that we walked 
under them during the rain quite defended ; 
the roofs differ in height, shape, colour, &c. 
so as to make a most singular appearance. 1 
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believe 1 bave uot meetiooe^, ibi»4^aiab and 

Swiss stovesiiwith which alolost ^very rebm is 
% 

furnished; these are sometiines of ir(A, of a 
moderate size; but ofteoer of tiles, stone, or 
Cbinaware, and then they are eight or ten 
feet square, standing on thick legs, which 
raise them a few inches from the ground, and 
reaching in a turret form to the ceiling. The 
lire is placed in them from the passage, through 
an opening in the partition-wall of the room : 
there is no grate nor dame seen, but the 
warmth is produced by the whole mass of the 
tower being thoroughly heated ; the China 
stoves are of green, blue, or yellow. The foun- 
tains also in this country are cqrious objects; 
every town and village, however small, has its 
fountain. The Catholic adorns his with saints, 
the Protestant with heroe%:, there is no such 

„ >V' . 

tiling as water conducted house, as with 

ns; all depends on the fountains, which are 
commonly large stone enclosures, from twenty 
to fifty feet round, with two, foui^’or six jets- 
d’eau, which fall so as to meet conveniently the* 
tubs, &c. placed on the margin of the basin. 
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Ax^dHind these basins are collected women, 
washing garden-stuff or clothes, horses drink- 
ing, servants extending jugs, &c. At Stein 
we were at the singular hotel, looking full on 
the Rhine, of which M. Siniond speaks in 
his Voyage with warm commendation. We 
shewed the landlord the book in which men- 
tion is made of him : he was not a little asto- 
nished that his solitary house should be thus 
celebrated. 

Perhaps one of the most singular persons 
we have seen since we have been abroad, was 
a Protestant clergyman of one of the towns 
we have lately passed through; pompons, 
good-tempered, officious, confused ; with a 
mixture of pride from his station and family, 
and of familiarity iiroin an affected condesccn 
sion towards others; the high priest, and ycd 
the friendly, kind, obliging man ; tedious 
witiial ; dawdling, never seeing the good scnst; 
of a thing, and having no tact in discovering 
*the inconveniences whicli his conduct occa- 
sions; a worthy, bustling, unintelligible per- 
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sona^e. But all this \rou1d have been nothing, 
if it were not that this same person is a divine, 
nay, the divine, the great man in theology, 
w'hose reputation spreads through the neigh- 
bourhood, who talks perpetually of the Re- 
formation, and whose opinions gain credence. 
I really was quite nervous in his company: 
after many trials I could get no one good sen- 
timent out of him ; he did nothing but talk to 
me of his church, his parish, his house, and 
and four or five portraits of himself. A nega- 
tive character is not enough for a clergyman 
in a dying, guilty world. The minister of 
.lesiis Christ has a high message to deliver, a 
weighty stewardship to discharge, a solemn 
trust to guard. He has to teach by his doc- 
trine and his conversation. He is not to sink 
down to the standard of>-|he world, but to; 
rouse that world from its torpor, and awaken 
it to the unseen interests of the soul and 
eternity. 

Basle, Saturday Evening, August 2. — ^The 
Cathedral here interested us greatly this 
morning. It is one of the noblest Protestant 
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oKurch^ of the Coatinent. It is built of a 
‘fine red stone ; simple, yet majestic in its or- 
naments, with numerous aisles and monu- 
ments, and a remarkably curious cloister. 
The tombs of Erasmus, and of Ecolampadius, 
the Basle Reformer, much delighted us. The 
town is neat, and seemingly full of business. 
The public Library contains thirty-two thou- 
sand volumes, and manuscript letters of most 
of the Reformers. In the afternoon we spent 
two or three hours with the excellent Mr. B. 
The first foreign Bible Society was formed 
here in 1804, the very year when the original 
Institution began in London. At the third 
centenary of the Reformation, New Testa- 
ments were given from the altar of the Cathe- 
dral to all the children of the town — above 
two thousand wem ^distributhd. What an ap- 
propriate gift! The Missionary Institution 
fontains, thirty-four students, and is about to 
he enlarged. The lecture rooms and chambers 
are simple hnd unadorned. 

The state of true religion is, on the whole, 
imftrhviDg in- Switzerland and some parts of 
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€|ernaany. Troth, holiness, and opity ipr 
crease, hundreds of Catholics receive Bibles 
aud attend Protestant Churches. The Luthe- 
rans and Reformed have begun to unite in the 
common term Evangelical, The Antistes and 
most of the Clergy preach and live according 
to the Gospel. Oh the other band, the Court 
of Rome threatens, the Pope is aroused ; be 
thinks the Protestants have begun to propa- 
gate their views by Bible and Missionary In- 
stitutions; aud he is determined to oppose 
tiiem. The Jesuits are the Pope's household 
troops; they are spreading everywhere, and 
resisting, in the most open manner, every at- 
tempt at Scriptural education. The Ifoly 
Alliance is thought to favour the Pope and the 
Jesuits, by acting on the idea that all societies 
are <langerous.* In the tvean tiipo, ^fae friends 

* 1 fmd from friends who have returned from Rome 
since the publication of the second edition of diis Wrk, 
that nolliitig can exceed the present boldness of the Catho- 
lic hierarchy ^ere— except (heir folly. Q|ipta vh>|tP8 of in- 
fallibility are made, indulgences placerdedi. the Rih)e eq4 
education spurned, the certain perdition of heretic* avowedj 
the authority of human traditions Asserted and vindicated • 
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of' the tnifb are active and humble, leaving 
events with God. Mr. B. was exceedingly 
struck with London when he visited it for 
the first time last year. He says it took him 
six months, on bis return, to cool and collect 
his scattered and astonished ideas, and digest 
what he had observed. He thinks Paris is 
only a village compared with London. He 
complained, however, of London fogs, Lon- 
don water, and London cookery — the fine 
mountain air, the Rhine, and the ordinary 
food of Switzerland ; these are what he wanted 
to complete his happiness — he scarcely once 
saw the sun the first six weeks he was in Lon- 
don. But he forgot all this in the intellectual 
and religious festivals in which he participated. 

I omitted to say, that we saw at the Calhe- 

dral to-day the very hall where the Council of 

1431-47 held its sittings; the self-same seats 
* 

as strongly as ever. In short, all tlie comparative mild- 
n{9n<:of Pius VII. and Gonsaivi is forgotten, and anew 
reign of intolerance commenced.— The Jesuits direct every 
thing, 
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and other furniture remain. That Council was 
convoked to prevent the lleforination ; but the 
scandal raised by the vices of the bishops, 
who composed it, had the effect of convinciug 
men of its necessity, and of hastening its ap- 
proach. It happened curiously, that on the 
very benches where the Pope’s legate and the 
other members of tiie council sat four centu- 
ries back, the trophies of the Reformation 
were placed, which had just been displayed 
at the celebration of the third centenary of 
that groat event. 

Yours affectionately, 

D. W. 

P. S. Before I shut up my letter, I must 
add. that, in the old Divinity School of the 
Cathedra], we saw a likeness of the celebrated 
Erasmus, scratched apparently by an idle 
student with the rough point of an iron nail, 
on the common wooden desk which was be- 
fore him, during lecture. Three centuries 
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have reDdered this roguish trick a great curi- 
osity. The lines are beginning to be faint; 
but the likeness is still strong. You will 
please however to observe, that Erasmus is 
not one of my prime favourites. He had 
talents, wit, and learning in abundance ; but 
he wanted the heart of a Reformer. The im- 
portant aid which he at first rendered to Lu- 
ther, was more than neutralized by the bitter 
opposition to the Gospel, in which be at length 
openly joined. 
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Moutiers, August 4. — Bern, August 1 1, 1823. 


Sunday at Basle — View from table-d’h6te Room — 
Valley of Modtiers— Anabaptists — Soyhiet— 4IIouft — 
Cormoret — Rock Pierre Pertuis — Observations on 
Swiss Government — Neufch&tel — Reformer Farel — 
Bienne — Island of St. Pierre — J. J. Rousseau — See* 
dorf— Bern — Voiturier — M. Wyttenbach — The great 
Haller — Swiss Diet — -Sunday at Bern — Pastor Hen- 
hofer. 


Basle, about 963 miles from London, 
Sunday, August 3, 1823. 

MY DEAREST SISTER, 

We are now closing our seventh 
absent Sunday; and have, for the first time, 
met with French service. We attended twice; 
at nine o’clock and at three. , I endeavoured 
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to hear the sermons with that candour and 
sincere desire to derive instruction and com- 
fort, which become a Christian, and especially 
a foreigner; but really they were so indifferent, 
or rather so unscriptiiral, that 1 was grieved 
at my very heart. Man is the same every 
where. It is not a mere freedom from super- 
stition and infidelity which is enough. It is 
spiritual life which is wanting -that sensibility 
and perception which is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and without which a moral death per- 
vades all the powers of the soul — no due sense 
of sin, no real penitence, no faith in Christ 
for justification, no holy love, no communion 
with God, no dedication to his service, no 
separation from the world, no true obedience 
I hope the strong impression I receive abroad of 
the necessity of the Gospel in its simplicity, 
will never be efiaced from my mind. What is 
Protestantism, without the truth on which it 
rests, and the Holy Spirit by whom alone that 
truth can be taught or blessed ? 1 cannot but 
mourn over the decay and desolations of the 
Protestant churches, as 1 pass from place to 
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vbicb I' 8p^k| for ' the' 

God, ar0 'prpfc|i^^:' The sixte^^libfe 
miBirflere, wittr acareefy atf exce^^;^ t^^ 
preach ^ ^pel. "T’he Sabbift "^^ 
generally, is ia«clr bieher obsert^d tbitn 
Germany; the sfidiptf thut;^no ‘ 
great order and d«^y. ^ 


3f<MAs|y ATirii^ 
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B. informs fbiPI. 
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the Bhia«^;.with the noble bridge 
<0 Bod Little Basle, 
on oor j^jl^ faliifi- .Ei^w. . The prettpect £roqi 
one of thi!, bagtioof sdrprised na quite vnex* 
pecjtedly bqe’ eTeping, as we were walking on 


fte fortifidsdions. At a sudden turn of the 
path^ the most pictoresqae view bunt upon 
Qs os by m^c— the Rbine-r*the bridge-** 
part qf the town — the tower *of an old church 
— a beautiful well* wooded country — a tboa- 
sand Tariqus uhiects interspersed — the whole 
exquisite. T It;, is, in short,, die simplicity, in- 
dustry, piety,^.iand happiness of the peofde, 


together with the liboty qf thf^iRii^ntry, and 
il^unconiimon n^gnificunce and liaipty, wbieh 
ei^eau it to Be^tshmen. Switzerland is the 
jni^lectaal freedom,. and 
of , Reformed Enrope. 


fkmM the qbii 



. , Cof^, betwefn^JSf^ie <md Nei^ekatel, M<m> 

baye coma fo-day 
.'!ll^ius. is dtartlttrd^ dme I 
.with; a. richniit^.;.^- 
>;|lqthing i$ ^ 
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descHbe. Laojgfn^e-^t Idast^ my laaguii^S-- 
is unable to follow the inexbausfi^tp .^tiety 
and profusion of beauties in SwitzerllulSl '^For 
nine hbursut6*day our attention and adthilatidb 
were excited so perpetually, that^ We werti’ 
fatigued under the continued effort.’^ It was 
not the Rhine, it was oot the Hoellenthal,-^ 
the former, with its majestic flood and exube- 
rant vines, is unequalled in its way ; the latter 
in wild and awful scenery appeared to Us at 
the time incomparable — but the Valley of 
Moutiers, where we now are, is of so new 
and grand a character, so considerable in ex- 
tent (twenty-two miles), so varied at every 
turn througHoeit its couVse, fliat, though' difier- 
ent from all the preceding senary, #e mchst 
allow it to be one of the very’flnest things %e 
have yet seen. ,W^1are iit^t^^q 'to our good ' 

1 . j., .-•'if 

friend who ha» ti^aV^led in Sviitzerlan4.before, 
for the excellent chbice , Of ’our road ^ da ^ifais 
Md other occasioOs;' '' Fdv^ySngiishinen ' m 
iidtik of Hoelleiitb^ or tiw yall^ ^m^fl'- 
tiers;' If a tra^ldr hat udl'-^^cKtot abad^ 
the best books 
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by all meana obtain the company of a 
'liienil' wlte> has e tboiongb knowledge of the 
connii^y ited jndgment and taste to direct his 
attendon &^tbe niost deserving objects. Other- 
wise he Wid infallibly lose some of the most 
interesting points. 

The valley of Mobtiers is a sort of fissure 
or chasm in the immense chain of the Jura 
mountains, l^e river Birse flows through it 
in a rather 'small, but clear, impetuous, and 
diversified stream ; its numerous cascades, its 
various bridges, and endless windings, create 
an inexhaustible fund of pleasure. The rocks 
of immense height — vertical -^'parallel — an- 
swering to each other on the opposite sides 
of the chasm, jgnmetimes like leaves of a book, 
and beanttg'lllp side smaller or laiger 

tree»,^^pate^i!ff without any soper-incumbeat 
eart^^vast ra;tlneft in these masses, down 
which die forr^f^at times roll'—overhi^- 
jng' fl4gme0fs, th^teninl^ 'a» it were, tor fidl 
hiNMry baOnlemt, hrith the suiticsitles of 

of WOhdev^and de- 
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w-* 

light.. The folidge akp|; Qo^ of 
of lighter uiMlerw(H><i; et; 6Qe..tiin^^^^^^ 
the valley, aod iiidJpg the, beiratiip^|^^^;|^at 
other times rising up the mopntaiiis; pdid^ d!' 
most always spreading oat on the>,rent massM 
of granite, added continued be^otieii — whilst 
the enormous bodies of rock here and there 


forced down by the winter tempests, or .loos- 
ened by the thaws and floods, almost closed 
the road, and Upcked, .^ the river, Along 
this valley the Romans formed a. road, which, 


after having been more than onpe obstructed 
by the falling roqks, was ppenefi.^ain for the 
last time i The; foUowiiig inscription, 

in Latin, ^en^a^veA on the side of 

the road: “ Joseph Wiflhtllb pf .Riocios, 
Prince Bishop of ‘BaldpiMti^n BasiB^l^ 


opened this road^^wbip^^^jy|leeii^j^ut a 
long time, by .peaking tb^i^ 


opposing, 

m«by others > of the .sa^ .elass,. .:is. :w 
being true. The mil)^tppk. no oiher jpaf^ 


teans.” 



4»nt tbbt (MF ^iliniiqg the 
mhaliltImtB -djh Ae Vftlley raiMd^ Uie 


ttroney^ ejected the leborioos task. 


tar-.'j'.v. ■ ..' 1 


The irtMd-how is exeaJleoti We met as we 


dreve atd^ some venetable old men in great 
simplicity ef atHce, mid^with long flowing 
beards. ' They were part of the community of 
Ahabaptists, who were banidied from Berne 
W 1908; :beeai:m‘ they rdnsed to take oaths 

't. ‘ ' 

and to bear arms. ' Wbat an odions thing is 
peieeett'dmi/especially to flee states, and most 
of all edtere die^ Protestant religion is pro- 
fiMshd! ■'Tbeie ar^ -about l00Q^^«d>e8e good 
people bero— 4ndti8trtoosr meeky^dad religious 


•<-^^a^ble of being- a timing to any nadon. 

flp sipfllan^^^^^^^^ the. 


Geribflh 




tbe.ni!;teenth c^tury. 


.<f'|»vo;'beebv';ai^Wdl^ led^toj^e^ Mrday 
thfet aa^ dienijiii^ of flMs deluge, wbinb 
\d^ddttbt^^ of die. amazing scnaae 

we'<^iKbH^‘^.die . Ako; of ihe 
signal 'j|Rd^os|ont 




de«inas^ii|i&it0imQ(lit8i» 

God in fornbbii^ man wiib 9o<i| 

* 

snro in tbe wondera of creatioii^ alM^i||ae(Mimg 
oaer the wrecks of ^the woHd 
and fertilitj, triiidbt are mojre d^^^htifol^liniin) 
these contrastsv When thelMt tMeakieg npof 
nature shall come, and die rocket and moun- 


tains depart, may we inberbi a uew and 
brighter world wbeiein dwellmh eigbteousness \ 


Tbe people now speak ‘French. We aretin 
the Canton of Ben^ fmntainiisg two bandied 
and fifteepd|w|asaod souls, chiefly Prote^aidt^ 
We dkiedMt Sotylder» a ssaall Cflbolic/ vlb 

4 

iage, wfaeiw sdi di«><tombstimen' baser 

• >r i 

basins hanging by them, suppose 4iM^ bpiy 

water. In tbe<«ofiieft,‘i^t|^^<ibdrcbyafdie^ 
small buildinif iitled urilli ''tbe bonee ^ 
dmd^ wbb^an efMbtdtm^esr uedndow, to 
the air,% i^eedtbiiiti^aiid.lotinh 

them, if yoiii|^|l^ 
ley ftie 

‘only ^ itoiy,’ 
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larg^ st^nes^.placed here and there upon 
tfa^ .prevent ite being blown away. 

Cpnmfipt 2htes^M(mttngt^Ekomo*Clo€k. 
-vWelc^ jPoort this of^ming at seven, wd 
came on here, sixteen miles< .through a fine 
open country, bordered by/ mountains. At a 
plaof called l^^rre Pertuis, we.8topped to see 
the source of the Birse, whose stream had 
i^ord^ us such mctraordiwtry pleasure yes> 
terday; it gushes from the side of a rock with 
so<^ fotce as to tom i^ree mills almost im- 
mediately. Above this source a lofty rock is 
pieraed to admit. ipie road: tl||^/^oing, of 
a^i|t tbjftyH&ve feet by fifteen, Anown to 
the J^loi^ptans, as an inscfip#t)ni cut in the rock.* 

■' jL'**'' ■ 

* The iiwwiptiwi wavMow*; 
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I 

V 

and almost obliterated ‘ by time, teetidet. It 
is sitnated at the foot of 
Vion. We were overtaken by a midil'^leiit 
storm as we approached thhtVillage/C^d^MfiNtfbt^ 
and here discovered the advantage of 'SW&s 
architecture; for the host of a small anb^igh 
no sooner saw us, thao'he opened the door of 
the bam, and -we drove iO udder cover, drst 
one carriage, then another; a door in the aide 
opened into the house, ahd stairs^ steep as'a 
ladder, conducted us to the Salle-h-'man|;eir, 
or dining hall, over the said barb,' w^mre 'W' 
now are. The ceiling, walls, floidr, are'Ulfof 
the same 'milerials, unpahited Wood. f$iir 
cold meat id ’brought Oi|t, which we'pttt 
our tin boxes at Basle. We have als^^lSlfbliin* 
wasser (eau de ciriseh together with 
eggs, warm milk, bread||d|^^set oat oi’|i|» 
immense table, which 4»irrounds thre^^jiidi^s 
the hall, and has 'tttr ^rddhlar appearahce pf* 
having been latelsi .|!|ef|^^’ J^lh^stsde we 
are now about 4o»din^4s#^htdf-pdllr4iMl' 
Swim 
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o'd 0 ek.~*“k% tbe stonn contioues, 
'md finished our firugai meal, 1 will 

now, srith sqt^ remarks as occur to 

mku ^’BttUzerknd >lsimerly contained thirteen 
Ckmtofiii,vhtrt at preseol twenty-two, confede- 
rated together by an act of 4I?ongre8s, 1814; 
by which, the actual limits and rights of the 
dififorent states wei^e as nearly as possible pre- 
amrred. Tbe Swiss date their freedom from 
the 'first efibrts of tbe Canton of Uri, Switz, 
and Underwald, to throw odf the Austrian 
^yqfke ill J308, undar -the heroic guidance of 
William Tell ; of whom 1 must tell you some- 
thing, if possible, when we come to the scenes 
of his exploits. Though a republic, Switzer- 
dftfd never, like Rome or Athens, formed 
community; hut haa remaioed,a 

by a 

l^f^hi^.diet ol ^^iNtics ftnm ns# 4?mitoti. 



'i# large tin# af 

iS5iflich» and 

-a 
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ent on the same day tUe fruits of ’/cdld«^ 
and of the warmest climates—tfae^lyl^Oi^aiid 
pear, with th'e grape* almond, andl^^SNvU-* 
zerland contains one million )'seve» ^Bciiadicd 
and fifty thousand s^oftp^ of whom above a mii' 
lion are Protestants. Basle is the largest city, 
Geneva the most populous, hnd Bern the: most 
beautiful. The Cantons differ ^m eaob^dther 
materially in religion and in form of gov^ern- 
ment; but a spirit of independence, activity, 
industry, pervades the whole, and makes them 
the freest and happiest countjl^ in ''Europe, 
after Great Britain. 


Neufckdkli Wedaesdt^ Mornings 
The storm clearing up yesterday, we set Off Hi 
half-past one. We: soon came to a bill 
steep, bttt oppowiM^y in looglfct^l||m. 

two coaehnl|n,-‘Widi nihOm^ par^, 

W. and j^isa, v^fced It turnedl^ to 
a genuine Bwtss mountint^ at leag^fi^^ m i l iji s 
long, and three tbptwdihd l^t kl 
were more than uft Hour oiMiend^»^d''nn;tbfr 








folloifredf a t^^if^ytimD by wfalt^ 


og^^Jr-^lbrfer robte, we had thb happiMls to 
a. side So precipitous, that we 
^%ed{i^'; bling to the roots of trees to prerent 
our tailing back wards^g^t the top we saw a 
small anberge ; We entered it by the barn, and 
fioin that turned into the kitcheo, where a mo- 
derate hre was burning, not on the hearth, but 
ih the open raised sort of o?en, which is usual 
iU; this country. We sat down to dry our feet 
Whif^ they.'pl’epared us some coffee : happen- 
ing"; to Ictok ^,,we saw that the whole fire- 
place, ten feet by fifteen, gradually formed the 
chimney, which was all of w(^, forty feet 
hl^, ending in a square at top,' qu which was 
ikilliard rmsed on one side to allow the smoke 
•i^ e^pe, by n pole which descended the. ; 
■ ahd cords at the 

: As We were sitting, the door 

^’|ile|(j'^1ihd Carne'^ our good friend, who 
the main road, allured by the 
jj^e' bb)^ ' of relii^ as^ ' btmeel res. Bliza 
1i|iii^d'*8oon We had 



ft; r«lr)$8hiiig cup of coffee ip the 
-<^which, by the bye, was all of .wBl 
with doable windows; a defebpe? 



winter storms; five^pmntlis’ 8now:.fpl),?p|^l|J^* 
years. •, 


We arrived at the capital of the Canton of 
Neufchitel at eight, after thirteen hoiii^’ 
oey, and forty-four. miles. The weather was 
rainy in the afternoon; so that we could see 
little as we decended to the town^ ^cxpept the 
fine lake expanding its deep-blue proves ph-pW 
sides. Had the weather been fine, the Alps 
would have crowned the horizon. We, oh? 
served the/yjlloges had still the low cottajges, 
with wooden shingles for tiles, '^be wai^f- 
pipes were not plpced the hoase's, bpt 

led off about tweplly, ^t^sP % to caw^ ffip 
water beyopd ji^a^ps iot<?4l^ 

We noticed also , extfppir^inar^ 

■hills 

apparently r each, ap^ plated in ' 

the g^rd$u,/pi!ed||Kly,.. uttd^ .. t|^e bcd^^^fPr,. 
windows; I suppose, ,iltopi the milue attac^ied! 
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by this frog«] people. We bad excel* 
l^t beda after oar fatigue last night, the best 
since weibft England : my own chamber seems 
a sort of baUoKOom, tbirtj^feet by twenty-five 
— these measures are, of course,, in the way of 
copjecture; as all my remarks on Switzerland, 
in Some degree, are. I am no professed tra- 
veler. 


JBienne, on the Lake of the same name, fVed~ 
neaiiyf Evem»0, August Q , — We left NeufcbStel 
at eleven this morning, after seeing the Cathe- 
dral, fountains, and vineyards — it has three 
thousand sonls. The sepulchral stone of the 
Reformer Farel is in dm churchyard. The 
Alps, on a fine day are seen stretchbjg 
Od^theoppo^te side of the Lake and bounding 
dm view, we could not discern. We came on 
to Cerliar, twdive mfien^'to dinner; and then 
lefudl^ the «aniag«s,' eedbarked in a boat on 
the lAko c^Sieune.^/ We sooii j^nded st the 







« wAh in etr^ 


M the 

for- 






m 


inerly a monastery, and^of 
as ^ the refuge of J4i Jt Beosseau iSs^fi^e of 
tvo monthiSfin 1766.. The wa}|a’^|«|^^4S)om 
are actually coves^d 

trap-door in the 6oor rSmainsj/hiiy Wl^isli lie 
escaped from unwelcome visitors. > A bdok 
for enteiing the names of strangers is keptiv4 
was determined to accompany my signature 
with some token of disa^eement from the sen- 
timents of this pernicious'writer. I therefore 
wrote, ** D. W. qui, tout en admirant le g^nie 
de Rousseau, en deplore les enreiiia,>tet lea 
suites si funestes an Christianliamfr,^ ? et A :la^ 


morale.” ■ > , . ' ' 4.'? 


It is quite iiiipot|sii)le that 
should revive in jj^nde imd S.wltzerjjqnf^ 
the uudisceniing i^eoihipm,a'>^f '"mere talotfe^ 
be .npeneded 

of moral and intelletdoal exqdJea^;^ iB 
liancy of wit only aiig|x^ts.^thap^,ojlvt^^ 
who employ it. 

In the CMe;0^-.li^ ^ |ii y 
the 
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but poaitirdy left wild fo the iut* 
ipblaes df^'^aiuty^ aelfishness, ^and hnponty, 
witbpilillwMvcte^ Yd men are 

intoxieated'iddi fthiFfNathuMaam of his powers, 
ottedy folidftil of :the infinite mlschieft 
erfaidi bei> spent bis w^ie iifti^witb a malicious 
diUsence in seattomg , aronnd him. The 
consequence of this sickly admiration of bis 
genius is, that thousands of youth read his 
idpbistical wtitings — catch hold of some spe- 
dOnd olggsctloos to Christianity or to morals — 
dlqiir'lheic firith to be weakened or overthrown 
-4ritak0 BO <(Mdns m. reriarigorate it by careful 
stndy and practi^l obedience to troth — in- 
sefl|ddj. Onmmence' iofidds — and are lost at 
voHex^seBsaklity and scep- 




t',ara fine vineyards 
ld't|ai fifty !ftunfliei, 

er, a ildrd 


VII. 


BIENWE. 


• 161 


only twenty-four thousand. Such is the uh> 
certainty of the vintages in this cjountry. We 
re-embarked, after a slight refreshment, and 
sailed to the town of Bienne. The wih,dvw^ 
favourable, and the prospects on each side of 
the Lake were charming; but the agitation of 
the vessel produced in some of us a qualmish-, 
ness which interrupted our pleasure. 


Bienne is a small town of two thousand 

five hundred souls, at the foot of Mount Jura. 

The fosse or moat of the fortifications is 

turned into gardens: — a circumstance which 
* 

we have often seen, and which always fills 
me with an indescribable pleasure. 1 re- 
member as we drove out of Lille, it was de- 
lightful to me, after passing four or five lines 
of frightful /ortifications, to turn, ray . eye 

, • v'.V 

down and see a nurpber. of jgordeners ,tuid 
hay-makers at their occogdtionO at 


the bottom of the fospe.; Bienne 

fountains ; the etone: • oC o^ m , Wjbiqh 

represents a good ;i«d-«vji|| struggling- 
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lonrtlio soul of man: Satan has boras and an 
enormoas tail. Over uiother is a Swiss pa> 
triot, immovable as the pedestal on which he 
stands. The gateway has an extremely old 
bas-reli^ of two heroes, the peculiar undaunt- 
edness of whose countenances and attitudes 
bespeidcs the Swiss bravery. The chief ma- 
nufactory in this neighbourhood is watches: 
a good workman can gain about eight francs a 
day, an ordinary one three or four. Bread is 
three, halfpence a pound, meat three pence. 
Out of forty-nine thousand sonls in the can- 
ton of Neafcb&tel, there are only two prison- 
ers now confined in jail, and these for rob- 
bery. The punishment of death is scarcely 
ever inflicted. We hope to be at Bern to- 
morrow^ where letters from England await 
ns: I cannot but fee| anxious, after a total 
siloice of nearly eight weeks, to hear of iny 
l^veid\frmdly, and beloved congr^ation; 
tlm dv^jkteiflfo hs^om me may materially vary 
' ki ooo6<MptHac6t' may Ood gnpt us all need- 
frllf direct^v> andi veikilist# ns the grace 
whi^bsancflfiee eaves ! 





■■■■■■ i«3' 

Bert!;, 8*>^W6 ar- 

rived here yesterday afteraodn, ctftij^^'li.^jeKght- 
ful journey of tvrenty-four miles frdo^ Bieiine. 
We are novr abdut nine htfndr^ and eighty- 
seven miles from Calakf^ and' one'th'ontond and 
eighty-seven' frotff' London; tfnd having reach- 
ed What may be caHed’the capital of Swit^i^- 
land, and our resting-place in' this enchanting 
country (for Geneva', if we go much there, is 
hot two or three days’ Jdniney), I would raise, 
if *1 may be allowed to mkke the allusion^ my 
memorial, and call it “ JEiben-eSer,'” and say, 

“ Hitherto hath God helped uSS” We -have tra- 

/ ’ 

veiled all tbis^ way withbot ff single accident^ 
properly speSking; and Wit# onfy thbse vari- 
ations in health wbidh necasidnal beat dhd nvea*- 
fatigue have brought dh. ThVS'W^ has 
been, on the whtdt^^ mdre - feW to us 

than it wotfld* any nt^f' 

siimmerl';f0K'Se1^iNin^''!yeaiHi’.'" ,we'»'fn'^d 

first to’^ait, and rest otti^|ifes, atfil 

then fdrm 

comforli and inSi^ddi^’ ddring^'ddi^ 'remain- 
ing tour. Tba’djc letters' from 
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Bogland at the post, isith nothing but good 
news. I received six letters altogether. 

We dined yesterday at Seedorf, a lovely 
village, commanding one of the finest views 
we have yet seen. The road from Bienne 
was. almost one continued succession of moun- 
tains; which you will readily believe, when I 
tell you that Bern is situated one thousand 
seven hundred and eight feet above the level 
of the sea. It is indisputably the finest city 
we have seen, from the. beauty of its site, from 
the noblen^s and regularity of its main streets, 
from the fine white free-stone of which H is 
bnilt, and from the arcades or piazzas, which 
adorn not merely a market-place, like our 
Covent Garden, but absolutely all the chief 
avenues throughout the city; added to this, 
a beaudful streatn of water fiows through the 
middle of the streets; with fountains at con- 
venient, distances. It more resembles Bath 
than any Jinnee 1 have seen.ahivad. It stands 
(Mi a lofty 'hill, surt^itpded almost by 

4 ' ^ * * 

tne^^r; about, fivO'dogi'OhS more south than 
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London. It is one of' the mostiiiodern cities 

♦ 

in Switzerland; for though it was rebuilt 
entirely after the destructive conflagration of 
1405, the chief buildings are not older than the 
middle of the last century. 

'Friday Evening . — We have been settling 
to-day with our voiturier> who here leaves us. 
We have paid him one thousand seven hundred 
aud four francs for forty-One days, at the rate 
of forty-eight francs for thirty days’ travelling, 
and twenty-four for eleven days o^ rest. The 
distance he has brought us is seven hundred* 
and ninety-two miles ;• which is about one shil- 
ling and nine-pence halfpiOUny a mile, for five 
horses and two carriages^but then we have 
the hire of the carrii^es, 200 francs a inonth 
each, to pay when we raturn .to Calais; so that 
the rate of travi^lling' is, bn' the whole,* suffi- 
ciently Expensive. • / 

."v ■' , '' V 

*'* • 

I have been to*(h|^iiitiMuced ^ 'the Rev. 

M. Wyttenbach, d^b^dltlpeoiil^raied editor 

of the Plntai^hv' by 



]iB6 . BEV. M. Wf^TTEMBACH. l4ETli#tlJ. 

life yeaiB :b paster tpn^ih*-^ tfi^ 

;]%b^l peiBoii--fdI of good sense* fnety/ kind- 
ness, pUyAil hmnoilir* i^atteonimess, nod anec- 
dote. I am not sui»^!|ifl)i^er. inet-iiviUi such a 

i 

mao. He Teinioded me very mncb of the late 
dobn Nearton* tbe ^f^d of Cowper — so 
s^sible, afiecti<mate, entertaining* imd yene- 
Table. He travelled to the Alps every som- 
mer for thirty-two yeajrs* till the French revo- 
lution closed the juries. He was known to 
onr Coxe* Who was he*^/in 1776. He founded 
a Bible and Tract Sodety in Bern in .1782, 
and is the father, of British and Foreign 
Bible Institution In^Bem. He took ns over 
the labrary' and the ' Bfnsennr, this afternoon. 
The Cadh^rel steads': on the sumniit of the 
hill oh which thf|. .t^n is built, overlooking 
the.' Aar; on the ’‘hide, next Ihe fiver a terrace 
has. been ■ eret:.ted^ with imnn^' bnftinsses to 
support |l|ie‘ whll, which is above onebtindred 
hlglsS^d which a5;.ftWhiiS^^writeC In the 
wdrmth oflns patnoBskn* bis cipmpared h> the 
widts anciehi BtP^li^: r The pi^ is 
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RE.deliGkiafl ;«r 0 4lie prpiq^^ 

doabi if Enjlope Gan- 

female p««UMUitl 7 here have a .ooEp6^ fex^. 
tremely peeuKar, . They have 
black laoe fixed-' pa the back of head by 
a sort of close oOp, from ail sides of vrbich an 
enormously deep black frill sticks upright like 
sails ; the higher this rises, and the more stilBy 
it rears itself, the more fashicmable is the dame 
who wears it. The weather to-day has been 
wet and cold. 

Saturday must preserve a ^y> 

ing of the great Haller. M. Wyttenbach had 
been speaking tb him of' ^if difficulty and im- 
portance of finding .the middle line, the line of 
true wisdom^ amidst the condictS; of mankind. 
The venerable Haller repUedr'^--^l^ iigm dit 
mUimt ia Ugnc'd^ sid|pR»e, Jipte 

tniddle 

line, tbeiineof'Wisdom, is.a iiaath^|||kticaUine 
which has, 

was A'jiiative. of of; 

Haller, theiitefiMr^iw, 
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^> 1 ^ %., deservedly ^Ued, die great Hsller» on 
of bis 8urprmag^48leDt8, his success 
4ii every Itiod of study, -his love to bis country, 
and, above all, bis ^ety towards God. A mo- 
nument was erected to, him in the Botanical 
Garden in 1808. 

The Diet of Switzerland, composed of de- 
puties from the twenty-two Cantons, is now 
sfttiDg. When one recollects the amazingly 
small weight which this Diet has* in the affairs 
of Europe, one cannot but smile to see the 
members walking in state every morning to the 
Diet in bag- wigs, cocked bats, and dressed in 
black; each pr^ts^ed by two marshals in 
black, with their swords, and their hats off, 
adorned with cloaks of rich variegated cloth. 
In contrast with alhthis, it is painful to think 
that the aociehl independence of the Swiss 
Diet, is supposed to be sinking before the in- 
fluence of.tbe Holy Alliance, which dictates to 
it^'the p0l|flcal, meaftu'es to be,,<adopted, and 

will beaji d^ no remonstrance. Switzerland 

1 

will sOon b^itt to decay, if its noble spirit of 
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Uberty be ded. It bitfr‘>^l«^ >i^t|ii«ttded 
liberty or the pnrte for a 
laws for banishio^ fordg^en»^tsj^iii|l^ a 
ceatury back lao power in £iiro|ie coiild 
induced the Swiss patriots to takG. These 
false steps will in&llibly lead on to worae 
ones. To>day die Diet has suspended itS' 
sittings to attend a nadonal festival fot'^filresi- 
ling; a relic, and the only one in Europe 1 
suppose, of the wrestlers in republican Rome. 
In the Cathedral choir are displayed, during 
their sessions, ihe trophies gained in the fif- 
teenth century, over Charles Duke of Bur- 
gundy. The Cathedral is a plain, but noble 
building. Bern is so h^tiiy, that from the 
year 1663 to 1700, out of ^225 deathSy there 
were 20 persons who died between 90 and 
100, and 1081 between 70 an^ 90, years of age.' 
Out of four infiiRts bora, one cdmmonly a|tains 
tl«e age of 70. 

•amt ^ '"V 

SwMiay ]0!»<^vbaTe this 

day bad the most odcdigblfeil 'Snnday since I ' 
left home. The French Frdestant service be- 
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at ten. Tbe Cburch was crowded. Tbe 
ttinister preached a most excellent sermon on 
eanctificMion as flowing from our justification 
befinoCk>d. At two o’clock there was a bap- 
tism of hw-efaild: tbe service was public. A 
litttigical ofike was read ;> godfathers and god- 
mothers Banted V'7ows undertaken; and ex- 
celieot prayers offered up# The infant wad 
dressed in white, in a sort of bag closed at the 
’ fedt. Tbe water was poured by tbe clerk from 
a silver ewer into the band of tbe minister ; a 
sermon admsralfiy good was then preached by 
a sdcond minister. There is no solfonn read- 
ing of the Scriptures inthese French churches, 
which I think a|ri>«S8elltia^‘ defect. There is 
steo very little public confession of sin, or 
prayer. 

fndeed'uMfheo ajbtfoad raises my esteem of 
onr English Litdfgy. The ferdgnrobitrobes, in 
their ard^r to rei^e as fat. as posMble from 
the seem to Mve too 

HtdhieonidltKid jthe« ^hn^esie > of dhiroflii^' and 
to uifendhd: intr. exoHisiveiy to public 
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preacbiog. We are alirays io danger of ex- 
tremes. The primitive church was in uothh^i^ 
more remarkable than in the spirit /OS' tmotri' 
tioD, meekness, and humility which pervaded 
it. The hidden life of the Christian was the 
main source of divine principles and practice. 
The Church of ‘England,' when her true spirit 
is imbibed-r^her doctrines and her devdtionri 
forms — her evangelicidJnstrucrions,- and faw 
prayers — perbi^ codsm the nearest of aU the 
Reformed communities to the 'practice of the 
first 'Christians 4 and is best adapted tO such a 
creature as man. 

After themomii^ sermon, a curtmn, wlueh 
separated an entire'portioti of the Church op- 
posite to the pulpit, was withdrawn, and lo, a 
popish altar, with two (^pels, and a pulpit! 
For, the established religW 'lb'ng Jjiithoraii; 
the Csdvinista. and Oiriholics use dame 

* V • " 

Church.’ ‘ At bidf<»pairi laor, our*:|l|^low««tini* 
veller preaciiatl|«S lA.MSep(4Mt ih . nor 

chamWi> Thud.thO'^ htiii.b^ 
to my mind. What .‘a ,^de|f plant is<re)igiou 
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in the fanman heart! bow soon does it wither ! 
.what constant need of the heavenly dew ! 
Lord, be thou, by thy grace and Spirit, as 
^tbedewnoto us; renew, penetrate, soften, fruc- 
tify; 1^1 introdadM^axyself to the two 
ministeit} hdre, and t^ttd'^^'thariniiig per- 
sons : they lent me the work of the Converted 
Priest; the title is, ** The Christian Confes- 
sion of Faith, of the Pastor Henhofer, of Muhl- 
bausen, who, with forty families, his former 
hearers, turned from the Catholic to the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church : Spire, 1823.” Muhl- 
hausen is a village belonging to the Baron 
Gemmingen, two ‘nules from the Baron’s 
chateau at Steineyg, which is situated near 
Pforzheim, between Carlsruh and Stutgard.* 

Monday — The weather has now 

become beautifttlty fine; and my friend, and 
the ladi, !andi I, iwe going off to Thun and I^u- 
cernei for what is .called the Oberland Moun- 
laoii iTour^. for ten or tamlve days. We 
ledVe dear Mrs. W., the child, and our Swiss 

• See Notice at the end of this Letter, p. 174. 
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maid'servatit here till we return: the travelling 
on mules over mountains is not suitable to 
their state of health; whilst 1 am assured it 
may exceedingly contribute to the furUier 
establishment of Farewftl; 

preserve 08 all to his heilienlyking^^ti ^',1 

1 am yours most afl^ctioodtely» 

D.W. 


P. S. — I should have told you, that one of 
the mo.st characteristic views of Swiss inannens 
1 have yet beheld, was hrom the window of 
our inn, the Falcon, on the thain street of 
Bern. It was market-day. The crowds of 
persons, each in the costume of their neigh- 
bourhood ; their strange appearance and lan- 
guage; the variety of fruit and flowers ex- 
posed to sale ; the constant ' change in the 
groups moving before you ; the strong, healthy, 
robust look of every creature; the nif^of inde- 
pendence and) freedom in*^tbeir. c^Stenances, 
struck MS with admiration/ 
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Notice 

Of the Pastor Henhofer.* 

I here sabjoia some further particulars of 
the conversion of the Pastor Henhofer, of 
whom I have made mention in pp. 47, 67, 83, 
172. 1 extract them from the “ Archives du 
Cbristianisme,” for 1824. 

M. Aloyx Henhofer was Catholic cure of 
the communes of Muhlhaysen and Steiueyg. In 
proportion as he studied the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, with a conscientious desire to fulfil his 
pastoral duties, his preaching began to savour 
of the doctrine of Christ; and he gradually 
proclaimed the Gospel with so much unction 
and force, that multitudes came from the most 
distant villages to hear him. He was soon 
cited to appear ;l»efore the Ecclesiastical Au- 
thorities at Bruchsal, to give an account of his 
doctrines. It was on this occasion be pub- 
t^ed tiic^CopfessicMi to which I have alluded, 

' R* 172. In this he d^lares, thut all the time 
he waa,curfi of MulSlhansen he ’ never said a 


* Referred to p, 172. 



ifotd citmiftn to 

cViwcVi; voA wh«» be pwicfaiMi efitaei ibt 

abuse of ceremonies, it was oolf tO CfMOi^S^^^ 
error of s(»ne of bis parishioners, who thought 
to satisfy their consciences by merely observing 
the exterior forms of religion. The autbori* 
ties of Brncbsal deprived him of his living ; 
declaring, that by his Confession” he had 
pronounced his own separation. 

The Baron de Geromingen, lord of the 
parish, '^ith all bis household, and the cur4 
Henhofer at the head of forty families, conir 
jkrising about 220 persons, soon after publicly 
separated themselves fisom the church of 
Rome. They made a professiqu of their faith 
in the evangelical doctrines, in the. Baronial 
Chapel of Steineyg ; . and then, as many of them 
as were adults, receivihd thhf Holy Oommiit 
moil -according to the rites adoptedHsince the 
reunion of the litttheran and> Calvinistio 
cburohos. thiit afiec^ng^coremoi^.wes.cele* 
brated in a Ct^tbolie country/ ht thu miibd of a 
crowd assembled ArQm».dll the nes^bbohruig 
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places, with doors and windows open, without 
the slightest interruption or disturbance — a 
proof of the excellent temper which prevails 
between the two communions in the Grand 
Duchy of Baden. 

As about half the parish of Mnhlhausen 
remained Catholics, and the new converts had 
of course no claim to the revenues of the living, 
nor to the use of the parish church, they have 
for the present joined themselves to the parish 
of Urbain de Pforzheim, and divine service is ce- 
lebrated in the chapel of the Castle of Steineyg. 
M. Henhofer has not ^ at present thought it 
right to remain as llteir pastor, on account of 
the umbrage it would give the Catholics. Ne- 
yertheless he was examined as a Protestant 
Candidate, April 11, 1823, and was ordainetl 
the ‘ l^tlowing Aay. De is a pious, calm, 
amiable man, Ivho has acquired surprising in- 
ifitfenoe by his personal character. His pubii- 
^i$oti has*created a lively senstllton in Alsace, 
aniline; CathoKmi • read it with ew hmre 
eaglg ^ ^'tfaan the P^oiestaiits. 
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The Baron de Gemmiogea has addressed a 
letter to the inhabitants on his estate, from 
which I give an extract as a specimen of the 
truly evangelical principles on which his con* 
version rests. 

** Some have said, that the motive which 

» a 

has determined ns to embrace the Evangelical 
Religion is, that it is more convenient; and 
that we should not have thought of it, if it had 
imposed more difficult duties. Such language 
can only proceed from the most profound 
ignorance, and has no need of refutation with 
men of understanding* 'Without doiibt a 
Catholic, who knows nothing but his own 
church, may be led to think, in seeing the 
small number of rites practised in the evange* 
lioal religion, that this religion is more easj» 
more convenient, according ‘to the judgment 
of this world, than that of the church of Rome. 

jl^s^dear friends, the man who attaches 
hinn^ onlj^’to the .exterior of i-el^ot^j^who 
foll(:Ml^|,|lii^ uaages of , such or sucb-a. jl^urcl^ 
without posstMsimr tiae Interior lifb ofi dtam. 
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w^hout . having received Christ' into his heart, 
i»itfa<]hit ever seeing in hinit^his Redeemer, his 
only benelactor ; without - being penetrated 
with a gratitude towards him which inflames 
his whole soul, and which increases .in pro- 
portion as he discovefh more Kis own corrup- 
tion;, this roan,' to whatever communion he 
belongs, is an useless member of the body of 
Jesus Christ, a branch dried up, which cannot 
produce any abiding fruit. .The interior life, 
or the new birth of the man, is the essential 
condition, without which no one can enter into 
the kingdom of God. Our Lord himself has 
explained this truth with great force in bis 
conversation with Nicodemos by night. To 
put off the old man, to strive against one's 
passions, is a task more difficult than the ob- 
serving of these exterior practices, from which 
interior Christianity has but too often suf- 
fered.” 

- Snch''ih'e some of the circumstmitios of 
Ifal^^markable conversion. The Set^tures 
.slmSI^>tvith hpmble prayer, seem, under the 
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inflaence of the Spirit, to bBve been the 
only guide. May /the same sacred book, in 
the bands of that Spirit, lead inore and more, 
both of Catiielic and Protestant pastors, to 
the true knowledge of Christ : soon would the 
wilderness of this world blossom and flourish,, 
and the visibie church regmn its primitive 
holiness and glory. 



180 


LETTER VIII. 

LauierbrunMn, Aug. — Gfifnsel, Aug. 17, 1823 . 

View from Inn at Lanlerbrunnen — Lake of Thun — Inter- 
lacken— Unterseen — St. Beat — Staubbach — Anecdote 
— Wengen Alp — Chalets — Avalanches from Jungfrau 
— Grindel wald — Anecdotes — Glaciers — Sheideck Alp 
— Miserably wet Journey — Reichen-bach — Valley o^ 
Meyringen — Lake of Brientz — Fall of Giessbacfi — 
Mud Torrents — Haodeck — Grimsel — Sunday lledec- 
tions — Italian NobIemi^i*^Lord Byron. 


Lauterbrunnen ( Clear Fountains in the 
Oberland of Bern, Tuesday, August 12, 
1885, M miles from JBem» 


MY DEA& SISTER^ 

. I DOW fitting at the'i|^^3r 
th.e aa^li^ttfDger.at tile 

view which'j^l^i^Pl the 
Staubbadh; a of water ojf eight 
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baodred feet, is descending in foam and spray; 
the perpendicular rocks present no jotting 
shelves to break its fall; it is a soft, g^entle, 
elegant stream,'. (!he sport of every wind, and* 
as it reaches the earfb, lost in vapour. Im- 
mediately beyond the nearer rocks which rise 
all around, the Breithorn Alp, with its never- 
melting snows, rears its head ; it* seems quite 
close to me, from the brightness of the snow, 
illuminated with the afternoon sun ; but it is, 
in fact, twenty miles off. Next in the pros- 
pect a mountain appears with a streak ox two 
of snow at the top ; and, then the Jungfrau 
Alp, which is twelve 'thO#abd' eight hundred 

f i 

and seventy- two feet above the level of the 
sea, lifts its snowy top' above the masses 
which hide my view of the rest of its vast form. 
In the nearer ground are the cottages of the 
village, creefiing up the habitable parts of the 
hills, apjl|,^tlMrspersed with beeoiifql ipeadows 

the roaring of. the Luts- 
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alt ftfMiiid, and comyne«» wiih its nobis caa* 

Jk 

eades, just under my eya[oD my left hand, to 
complete mie of the most beautiful and ma- 
jestic tiews' imaginable. Thb^bcenes of Zn- 
riofa and Basle mast yfeld^in attraction and 
grendeor to this; here the rudest and 
most savage iii^^^Bitaiti-prDspeet is united with 
Ae eternal ' snows of ^ Alps, and the 
.sweetest picturesque home-scenery. You 
' #puld wonder that I could write thus cheer- 
fttlty, or even write at all, if you knew that I 
have •been twenty miles or more in a small' 
connfry car tbW jmoroing, exploring the bean- 
ties of the vallil|t single point of which, 
as fiom the1ttff«' 1 am now spiking ; ipy 
s^ses are overhovl^d with wonders. 


My ih^d, the two boys, and I, left Bern 
ymtmdi^in^irhd car, and came to Tbnn, 
dlleea mllos, tidimw we embaiicod^|^^|r l 4 ake 
of Yha^ . reach^^foi^Hfbt at 
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sea,- and is embosomed in :tfa6. midirt/of the 


Alps, wfaieb raise loftjr.sammito ia all di> 
rections. It is esteemed one of tbe mioM beau- 
ti/iil in this rOtUMtiMic country* We -stopped- in 
our voyage to aseead . to the cavern of St, 
Beat; a dark cave wbfch lies on the side. of 
the lake, and is said to ^/a/^digae Under the* 
earth. A river gmbes through it. The po- 
pular tradition is^>'that in the hrst century, 
the earliest Christian missionary to Helvetia 
finished his days and was buried here. We 
lauded at Neuhaus, hired another car, and 
passed through Uotersea%> one of tbe iUOst 


romantic towns we haVU#isi^tUd. We. slept at 
Interlacken, which lies tbe 'J^dkes of 

Thun and Brients, and afi^uds a view.ol a 
prodigious chain of Alps from thO Hasierberge 

a ,*• 

to the Niesen. The situation of. the villa^’l^V 


most lovely but the place .^as iuui:h..^Uen 
off c|j^^|^'||ielostfpur.iOr five yesipr^t^b, inn.| 
bfergrowu,, 
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off to Lauterbri];iitteli this moraing 
Wt set'en; and od enterid^i^e ftiley were as- 
tonished at every step, at the scenes which 
opened before us.. When we*li^roacbed the 
Staubbach (dust-stream)' #e found it was com- 
posed of an immense Ailto uf water, which the 
^reat. height di|[^||$HPif as it falls. After pro- 
ceedingin tbe\ar* two leago^^ we ascended on 
foot an enormous rock, for kll hour and a half, 
td%ee the cascade of Schiltwaldbach, rushing 
between two monntains with a surprising force. 
It would have amused you to see our ftiiut 
and* weary steps up the rock under a 

burning sun ; )^^^]^'''Worst of the paoiy^. 

and oo ’^the arm *of the 

guide. When w^'iwaelied the top, some cold 
chWois add u^ith watm* from the stream, 
witb ea» ^de cerise, served to recruit 
our ^rdi^h.^.Wa lay along en th# grass or 
s^iwcks, ' under tihe shade of ah 
suiiiAiitaifi, fbr thaf 
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“ O Lord, hovr vonder^l are thy wi|^J!|L8; in 
wisdom hast thoutti^de them all; the earth is 
full of thy riches.” 


On our retmn, We ^aw another cascade, 
not equal in height ta^the Staubbach, but 
surpassing it in other resjpj|qtij|^, An- immense 
body of water pouj^^ or rather 'dashes, out of 
an aperture, whidh«;^it seems to have opened 
in the side of the rock ; the foam is so greld^ 
that two rainbows are formed by its spray ; 


ond.^near the ground, the other at its first 
rushii% upon the edge .o|^4he aperture, per-, 
haps one hundred rock. As we 

[were coming boine,,^ci^|j!fS^ wba^^aks 
Eogiisb, said to us, you see^i^e 

row of firagrowing on that shelf- >about eight 


hundred feet from the gronnd, just beldw |||| 
summit office cock oyer tqpiinst Ife#^ 

— a. cottager hearing, 4faa^ hp* 

goatr^^K^ *^‘*'^* 

aa4'«;i^^'^ered 
all ^ 

ice mider 
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as he tc6d; he slipped, fei^ and was liteFslly 
gashed to pieces.” Sack are the tremendous 
accidents perpetually oecarring in Switzer- 
land. We (Were petrified^arftt^ltorror. May 
‘ mecft us 

bysodia or st«d gra- 

' la' man’s self-flattery, 

Ukat^ in potall^f ifact, del^ comes unawares 
on most.* 

In the parish of Lauterhrunnen (the sweet 
little church is just below) there are three 


* 1 bare oAeo needed Qii the admission of Gibbon^ 
that Ae posnbiiity SRd sudden modes of deftih 

abotthl^h^he widadl‘it0)Nkeae» oa the mind. 

^ Buffon^” t|r ’* from our disregard of djui 

p^ihility of death widiin Ibe four-and-twenty hours, con* 
ei^es that 8 chance ribich falls below or i^s above ton 
^pjwsaftd to omof will never «Bect tbe tears of a raaspmble 
aia(^^ “ybe 6tct is but our courage' 1§_ t}ie effect of 
thougWessseaS;, laih^ dtan of reflecdoit. 
twy were thawn (dt die^choite ^ ha i 
iiflAtf DurnaaieltilMiusfsi^^ 


public lot- 
V*Bti<rt, 


dtd^ it 
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hamlets, Marron, Grindelwald) and>$!ireDgen, 
on the top of the mountain; they are about. 
five thousand- feet above the sea, am^contain 

thirty hons^i^h, > where 


and dghty 
Sunday, thtle or four 
ther allows : for 



• * ■ I 

iu#he»»die.vMa- 
months, the 
whole parish is cohered with snow, and tpr> 

* 'if- ' • <*,1 

rents roll down every path. The, people 
Protestants; but there » an air of untidiness 
aiid,;toaghoes8 about them,’ arising from their 
man^r of life. The cottsuers gain seven pence 

.r.,V _ , * 

,iialf-’pentiy a day tfitj^ifood. . A farm- 
house, with all kmdw^^fGHSha^itnd b^^ cwq 
he built for about six h^^j^ francs, twenty- 
three pounds; but then^is all o£. wood. ^The 
river here is a cascade of snow-water, do \ 
from lbeii|jrtai#ibove; a t^ .dirty^ . fofi 

^|.^ple eat . i^t 

^la^kv-aDd ohees^i With meat 
e.-:^amaiiis nei- 



beginning,, Adgiist' 




18^ ASCENT TQ WENO|n AI,P. LETTEB 

brnuu^^l^is extremely good; for, for better 
iBian that at lnterlacke|^%it landlord was 
buUerte the celebrated Madaroo de Stael. 

Wednesdayf August 131k, 1823, Chindel- 
waldi 5 Afternoon . — Will you believe that we 
have actually pi;&alfd|One of the* fearful Alps 
tOjday? By nine o’clock this morning we had 
travelled three hours, and Were seated on the 
of a chalet (abut) taking our early din- 
ner. You »may judge of the height we had 
leached, when 1 say, that for three hourf we 
mounted almost pepieodicularly, as fast as- 
our bq^s^ and carry us ; wo hfkdi, 

in fooL^asoend^^ thteisand feet above tho‘ 
ley|t| of the sea. Bofeueus was the Jungfrau 
Afp, with only one unbroken valley between 
it is of the enormous l^eigbt just men- 
doned ;* but from the chalet it a^l^^ed even 
lofder than it had done at l^otedl^lllp, be- 
cause all intervmting objectk^enp^P^luitved. 
Olpr view from the roof of th^^Pl^^n|gppSt 
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magnificent. On our extrefii^ right1|ls the 
Silver an unvaried^ chp of 

snow. 6n ottr left was the MOnk Al^ ; and 
last, the Eig# Alp. Before us was the Jung- 
frau or Yii^n Afp, so called, because no 

> ^ 

human foot has ascended it. It appeared in 
inexpressible dignity, ancHy&dtned to'commafnd 
proudly all the 1jd||g^bo\irin^*\ftimmits. We 
could clearly discSm on it the line of perpe- 
tual snow ; the crags and shelves ; the pre^- 
pitous sides; the glaciers and torrents. 

As we were eating qtlite gaily our meat 
and bread, with t^l^b%he herdsman 
brought us, and wef%^ thd^ifiblime 

scenery around us, which supeib fine^s 
of the day greatly augmented, we suddenly, 
heard a sound like distant thunder — we stai^id^ 
— the gul^fold us it was an avalanche, or ftdl 
of a fa^ ^ ^l^^yow, firom a lofty, precipitous 

to tlm'hext prdjeCting 
cli#,j^K^^Hbiirne4lmtittd, ji^d could see 
notm^P^^^^lped opr meat, '^oh the guide 
with the tttmosf m^rndli hade uS look to- 
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oners* i^vaotS} who first drive up their cattle 
by the same road we.||^iiiev’,^d then feed 
them there during the sumc^ii^, end make 
cheese of the milk. The chaise are wretched 
sheds, of' beams uncut, without chimneys, 
the roof of wood, secured' by rows of large 
rough stones. people live on milk and 

cheese, and have a sadj^piihealthy look. No 
occupation can be imagined more solitary 
deplorable. But the Swiss peasant can 
read — and the Bible can cheer, and, I trust, 


in many instances, does cheer, his lonely 
hours. We stayi^ nearly two hours at the 
plac^^^/est as well as oui^vep, 

Soon'^iilter began to descend, 

4he incottvenittnces we had found in our 
ascent, *■ were nothing compared with what 
We iiaW> had io experience. 1 can only liken 


it to the going down the roof iff a house. 




LETTER VIII. DESOLATIONS. 

youree]f. The guide told ydu it was ddtbiug; 
the animals went on at the rate of three miles 
an hour unconcerned, stopping to crop the 
grass and flowers as they passed; and, after 
three hours and a half of descent, we were 
landed safely at the valley of Grindelwald. 
This valley is three thousand one hundred and 
fifty feet above itie sea — about the height, I 
think, of Snowdon ‘in Wales.* As we were 
coining down to it, we observed a wide-spread 
desolation; trees torn up by the roots and 
stripped; meadows covered with small rock 
or dust ; the road obstructed ; vast masses of 
stone between us and the nearest Alp, the 
Wetter-horn: we inquired the cause. A dread- 
ful mass 'had burst off* from the rock last 
winter, during the night, and bad literally de- 
stroyed every thing vthich it met in its course; 
happily no fives were lost. 

No wjkiti^ds - describe the scenes of this 

day. that' ^d be who 

* Mr. Pennant fixes the height of^'owdota at 3568 feet.' 
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all these wonders, «ahd who sustains 
them all ! “ Lord; wl^^/is nmn that thou 

art mindful of him, , and the Son of Man that 
thou Tisitest him?” The people here are Pro- 
testants, and each parish has a church. As 
we ascended to Wengen,. the women and chil- 
dren catae out.ahd sung us. a hymn very sweet- 
ly. The beauty and munificence of nature 
could not but heighten our feelings of religious 
swe, gratitude,' and love. Devotion seemed 
to be aided by the m^estic temple by which 
we were starrounded. 

The inn is just under the Mettenberg Alp. 
The wither yesterday and to-day has been 
the finest since We left England; not a cloud, 
■and yet not too hot; twenty parties have 
\0ros8ed the Wengen Alp this summer, ladies, 
as well aS gentlemen^ ‘ The snow, has fallen, 
so lately ' as this month, about jtHfBty-three 
feet deep. T' forgot to teih you, ;||i4f.two of 
Ohr . beasts were named Qati^liy^aujet^^Manuy ; 

long time we suppc^sd ^t^e were 
the -'rieal hamdi;^'%t last our..- g|{;4e rather 
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shocked as by saying, that the firet was called 
Gabriel, and tfab4‘ftecoud Immanuel! Our 
journey^tO'day was twenty-one miles, in eight 
hours and a'^balf. We have now a simple 
luxury of the most refreshing .kind ; ice in a 
basin, which we put into our wine or milk, 
and which gives a coolness^ quite surprising, 
now that the thermometer is eighty. The ice 
comes from a neighbouring glacier, which we 
visited this afternoon, tired as we were. 

It was the first glacier we bad seen, and 
a most astonishing sight — ^an inclined plane of 
a league or more, covered with congealed 
snowj ice, and water, accfm'ding as the summer 
sun, the heat of the earth, the storms, and the 
rush of superincumbent matter, have been 
more or less. From riiis plain, the glacier 
descends a precipice or ravine, filling up the 
cavity With the same combined materials of 
snow, ice, and tiU it rc^hes the valley 

of GriadetW|lj^ >^tience >we, saw it. It ap- 
pearetf.h^' us sk enormous rook of cleft masses 
of ice, perhaps onlh faus^hM' (eet above the 

o a 
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earth, with caverns worn by the water at the 
•bottom. From this sort-cjl'^caveros the snow- 
rivers rush from which the RhinOj, Rhone, &c. 
are supplied. 

A Swiss Protestant minister was lost here 
a few years back^ by incautiously, stooping to 
examine a gaping fissure. He lost his balance, 
and in one instant perished. In the year 1790, 
the innkeeper at Grindelwald, named Chris- 
tian Boren, fell into a crevice, as he was con- 
ducting his flock of sheep from Baniseck. 
Happily he sunk near the great torrent which 
flows within the glacier; and following its bed 
underneath the caverns of ice, arrived at 
length, almost by a miracle, at the foot of the 
glacier, with only one arm broken. He lived 
many years after. Every thing in Switzer- 
land is mixed up with sudden catastrophes. 

Thursday Evening ^ Augwt lUhf^JS^rin- 
gfin, chief place cf the VaUe0^, JBhssUt .in the 
Cimton of Bern, — We have had a <^M^&tely 
wet morning; four- hours’ Hde ovier the same 
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sort* of unaccountable road as yesterday, \rith 
the gratifying acctflilpaninients of being soaked 
with rain, ahldt of having the beauties of the 
journey entirety obscured from our view by 
clouds. The day promised to be pretty fine 
when we started at six this morning, and con- 
tinued without rain as we aocended the Shei-‘ 
deck Alp (six thousand and forty-five feet 
above the level of the sea); but when we 
came to the brow, instead of enjoying a view 
of the beautiful valley of Meyringen, we found 
ourselves enveloped in thick clouds which 
rose in masses from below, and met us full in 
the face. We had tbiree utfibrellas; but these, 
on horseback, with a pelting rain, were not of 
much use; our great coats were, however^ of 
essential service. We rested about an hour at 
a wretched hut, only better than a chalets 
The eau, de vie de CogOac, with which our 
guide was furnished, was a real benefit to us 
in thifi boi^ency, ses* Well as the hot milk we 
obtained b^!^We 'motitttc^ aj^ain in woful 
pligbtsf'‘''ibr three hdura more'lb'f rain, f<^,* 
clouds, swollen rivers. ^ we approached^ 
Meyringen, our guide, wit^dt saying a word 
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directed us across a meadow to visit some 
cascades, as calmly as if oothiog had hap- 
pened ! They weire grand enough ; but my 
sad state of wet and* fatigue deprived me of all 
pleasure in the sight. The' feet, however, is, 
that the Reicben-bach, roHing with a fine 
stream, pours into the valley of Meyringen by 
five cascades of eighty or ' one hundred feet 
each, and then joins the Aar, which flows 
though Meyringen. 

I must tell yon, disconsolate as I am, that 
soon after we left Grindelwald we came to the 
second or upper glacier; for there are two at 
that place. We alighted and went on the 
enormous flakes of ice: the water was drop- 
ping all around; and when we came off them, 

> 

we could see the hollows which the water bad 
scooped ont'undefneath. As we went on our 
way; we bad a still better view' Of moon- 
tains of foe febttt aJE^e. aiil'tttl most 

remarkable things • W ‘hai>e|^iif tfe, upper 
one 'has advhnc^,, that land, 

two t^bsend feetT^n the* llisO 4li>etily years. 
The tradhti0tri3ei,'‘l^i}delwa}d' is. that there 
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werfe formerly fertile valleys in the spot now 
choked up wi^ these masses of ice. Glaciers, 
says M. £bel, are, iu the first instance, vast 
beds of ice formed above the limits of per- 
petual snow, an^ which are sometimes en- 
closed in the valleys^ of the high mountains, 
and there held immovably; and sometimes, 
when they are not beld there, descend by the 
sides of the valleys. This motion is produced, 
in part, by the weight of the ice, which draws 
it on when it loses its equilibrium ; but chiefly, 
by the melting and diminution of the ice, be- 
neath, and on the sides, where the glacier (or 
body of ice) touches the. earth or rocks. The 
glacier, thus losing its centre of gravity, bursts 
asunder with a dreadful noise, and glifles 
down the declivity till it finds a new support 
There are about 400 in the chain of Alps from 
Mount Blanc to the Tyrol,; cqveiing |i space 
of about ipOO square miles: the 4e|lth^.of' 
which Viries feop 100 jfe flOOtfeti* 

* ipm.ii. p. 

6 ID — fiS4. 
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M^Hngen, Friday^ Angyst 16. — This 
nioroiDg, instead of the guide calling us at 
four o’clock, he did not come to our rooms till 
half-past seven. «The clouds and heavy rain 
had gained us this prolonged repose. Ten 
hours’ sleep was by no means disagreeable to 
us.. After breakfast, the day cleared up a 
little, and we hired a car, and drove nine 
miles, to the Lake of Brientz. 

The valley of Meyringen, through which 
we passed, is esteemed one of the most beauti- 
ful of all the Swiss valleys; the rocks on each 
side are so lofty, the intervening vale so lovely 
(about one or two miles broad), the outline so 
v^egated — but the special beauty is the num- 
ber of cascades descending the sides of the 
overhanging clids, and divided into separate 
falls. At on^ spot, we had in view at the 
s^iue time four or five cascade's, euch falling 
one.' or two hundred feet. The villi^c of 
‘#ii^tz is romantically isituat^,^oa the lake, 
thd^and fivis bvijadn^d in^bitants; 
two 'good ' inns, add a third . 'unfinished. Jn 
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fact/ the visitors to Switzerland, sifD^e the 
peace, are multiplying, and improving the 
inns every where. We took a boat to cross 
the lake, and 'visit the fall of the Giessbach, 
about two miles. We were rowed by an old 
woman near seventy^ her daughter, and her 
little grand-daughter, about i^fat or ten years 
old; one man st^Hng. The Giessbach de- 
scends from the Scfawarzhorn Alp, and is one 
of the finest cataracts we have seen; it has 
ten separate descents, the beauty of which is 
heightened by scenery the most varied and 
romantic. At two or three points of view, we 
had the impetuous torr^ts . oti our* left, re- 
lieved by a foreground of : the most picturesque 
foliage, and contrasted with the soft tranquillity 
of the lake on our right; while the head of 
the fall was concealed by lofty firs. As wd ^ 
returned, the owner of the adjoining land/ 
with his children, entertained us with %qm.e 
delighW^ inusjc;.; A New Tj^tutbeht wasr' in 
the room. indeed, inDst''pteUsiog tu find, 

throogli^Ut this country, hooks of 

devotion : I saw iu a itfil^blh'^halut on the ^ 
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baustHSIe variety of grand outline and bealitiftil 
scenery in this wonderful Switzeriand. Bot 1 
find it is one thing to have some relish for the 
beauties of nature, and another to be able to 
describe them. I am altogether incapable of 
the task. 

We have, in fact, passed to-day, a country 
quite as deserving to be seen as any thing we 
have already visited, and yet utterly different. 
The character of the valley ef the Aar is wild 
and savage grandeur; desolation upon desola- 
tion; a road, or rather crag, which all the sa- 
gacity of our mules cOnld scarcely overcome; 
sometimes, 'rude stdi^ stl^s; then, the smooth 
slippery back of a rock ; then, loose pebbles ; 
then, quagmire ; then, enormous sharp stones, 
from which the winter torrents had worn awa j 
all the earth, and left only holes for the beasts 
to tread in. Still upon this road, the mules 
passed with peifect safety. We follewed the 
coarse of the Aar the whole ol ^ way, which 
forms continuab cascades, foaming furiously 
over rocks which fivquently almost fill up 
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bed. the bye, 1 ^oand tbot odir ino)c^ had 
been this road ihirt^f or. forty times already, 
and this encoupiged us to set off; and most 
amply have we been rewarded. • The fall of 
the Aar, called the Handeck, is magnificent 
indeed. The body of water is immense, an- 
other river uniting with it at«the fall ; and the 
peculiarity is, that a scooped rock, or rather 
a narrow basin, or chasm of rocks, opens an 
abyss of two hundred feet to receive the tor- 
rent. To look down it made me quite giddy. 
We are now so high, that it is excessively cold, 
though the sun shines, and. we left Meyringen 
at a thermometer about .savmity. We had, 
indeed, passed over ground Us high both on 
Wednesday and Thursday * t)ut this is the first 
time we have stopt at such an elevation. Our 
friend has not accompanied us, as he passed 
tlie Grimsel four years ago, and he wished to 
improve the time,, by visiting some places new 
to him. My dear sons and I, vr|th two mules, 
a horse, a guidktj and a servant who tends the 
mules, are now.'tbe wjhole party.' 
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I must, before 1 finish to-day, transikte.for 
you a Latin note out of the strangers’ book 
here: “ We/wero first overcome by beat and 
fatigue; then, by min, wind, cold, and the 
badness of the roads: * we came here without 
having seen what we travelled on purpose to 
see; and all hope'of better weather being lost, 
we departed, imprecating every thing evil 
a^inst mount Grimsel.” Such is the angry 
record of two gentleman, one from Peters- 
bnrgh, the other from Leipsjc. 

Sunday f AuguH 17 . — This is my ninth 
Sunday, and tver are ioa situation the most 
desolate and gloi^y; as to outward thiugs, 
possible — in a lone bouse, twelve mountain 
miles from any church — ^not a tree nor shrub 
>to be seen^otbmg but barren rocks piled 
one open atiotiier-— pot a creature that under- 
stands Englishv and only one who ttiderstands 
French;' God is with us, it is ^ough. 

Wife have had bur morning samce, in a quiet, 
rool^v:aEith jahtlike a 
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keen' December day); usiog^ as many of the 

Church prayers as 1 could remember>~for \re 

have only a pocket Bible with' us — reading 

some Psalms and Lessons^ and closing with a 

serinoD, or rathes exposition. We then went 

to take a little turn to warm our feet; and 

now my dear sons are employed in writing on 

a subject which i have given them, till our 

afternoon service. 1 cannot do better than 

follow their example. 

The first reflection that occurs to me, whilst 
meditating in this solitude, is- the greatness 
AND GOODNESS of that Gpd who upholds and 
governs all this wild and stupendous scene 
around us — that God who ** sits on the wcla 
of the heavens,” and before whom the moaD" 
tains are as nd, thing.” But all this divine 
glory ill nature is acoomp4nied with marks of 
his wrath; the efihots of the coavulsioos of the 
deluge are every where visibte^he fountains 
of the great deap have .been broken up,' the 
mountains have been rent asunder, the- earth 
has been shaken out of itn^plaoe. How ^od, 
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then, is our hjeavenly Father, who still s])ares 
a wicked aud ungrateful world, which he has 
shewn that he could instantly destroy; nay, 
farther, how much more gracious is He, who, 
instead of destroying the world as it deserves, 
has given his only-begotten Son, to offer him- 
self up as a sacrifice for our sins! May the 
works of creation ever lead up our minds to 
God in Jesus Christ our Lord! It is thus 
that our Saviour teaches us to employ all the 
objects of nature, in bis divine discourses. 

The next thought that strikes my mind, is 
the MANY BLE 881 N 08 whicb have accompanied 
toy family and me on this journey. Every 
thing has turned out for our good ; the weather 
has cooled the season, and made our travelling 
safe and agreeable; delays have proved bene- 
fits. Ever since we set off we have had bless- 
ing upon bleash^. 

In the next place, how uni^}eakable is the 
cpiMfOJtT OF FRaYEii! Wherever I am, my 
family can pray for ine, and 1 can pray for iiiy 
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family. The ** throne of gtace” is accessible at 
all times, and in aJ) places. My dear Mrs. W. 
and child oqw at Bern, my affectionate mother 
and family at London, my laige and beloved 

f 

dock at St. John’s, are united to me by the 
bond of prayer; all may confer benefits and 
receive diem, by intercession to that God vrbo 
is every where pr^^t and has alt things in his 
hands. 

Again, let me reflect on the duty of con- 
tentment AND gratitude; 1 see nothing 
abroad, but what mak(W me more thankful 
for the lot Providence itiO', Appointed me at 
home. Switzerland la- himiiiliiil to vi^ in % 
summer tour; but J^ogtatid is the bapp^r 
land in all respects, if she knew her privities. 
Consider the family in this inn. In July last, 
the snow was twenty-three feet deep behin4' 
the house- For nine months in the year,' the 
family ai^'compelled to leave it to i man smd 
two do^, aif!$%> down to the ’py«*of*Sfey- 
ringemi^d when they are hcimitt (hb rammer, 
voi. 1. 



910 CHARITY. LETTMVIII. 

iWy bare to pass ilreaty-tour miles of Steep 
mountain road, whenef^ tttey go to churob. 

Once more, let roe make a remark on the 

* jt 

WhAcs iTSEi.7 adhere lam writing. It is called 
a» Hospice or SfNtal. It was enlarged last 
year with eleven new rooms by the Govera- 
ment oi Bern ; and the inok»eper is obliged to 
entertain strangers, to receive the poor gratis, 
and keep the house open all the winter, for 
fear any travellers should be passing. May 
pot this remind me of that true Hospice and 
retnge, wbkh our- Saviour has set up in the 
Gospel, for tha.'wlapdering traveller? The 
namei of tbe p^rspw who enlarged this house 
aru pamted in great characters, on the wall of 
the dming room ; should not this teach me to 
ei^ave, as it were, the Saviour's name on the 
tahlet of heart, and record the memory of 
hia grace. tlMlre^ 

Furth«r> let me consider the oHARtTY with 
u^ioh we pheuld regard these simple people. 
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The poor cottagers come from Murreit six 
leagues, six thousand feet of descent and 
ascent, to Lauterbrunnen cburcb, even irhmi 
seventy or eighty years old. Many of the 
houses have not onlf the names of the builder, 
but texts of Scripture, written on the outside. 
In a small inn at Guttanen, fonr leagues off, 
vfhere we stopp^'^esterday, I found inscrip- 
tions on each side of the door of the chamber; 
one of which was to this' effect, ‘^On God’s 
grace and good blessing, all man’s success 
depends ; and without bis help and’ mercy, all 
man’s doings are vain.” find in this inn, the 
Grimsel, a very exce^t4l»ph bf prayers, and 
a pious French tract;'gii^>]lrobably» by the 
Bitsle Tract Society. 'Thm%'are a mjan tfbd 
his wife, and seven children here^ and six 
servants. I have been talking to the imly 
daughter who und.erstands French^ and have 
given h^ a Testament; aha was very attentive 
to what<I said, end asked nde, if I knew Dr. 
Steinkopff, she 's|#'‘sei»h years I 
am iai^ ’ffom dwvdlhtg die ^tnch small cjrcom* 

e2 . 
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stences;. but surely^ Uiey may lead ns to 
hope, that God. our 'Savioiir has many true 
disciples in these wild rdescrts— rinany who 
love, and fearj and ob^y him in simplicity of 
heart. The most enlarged charity is ever the 
duty of a traveller. 

Lastly, I cannot but 't^ect on the un- 
speakable importance of-Boglishmen acting 
. coNsiSTENyLY Bs Cbristiaus, when abroad. 
We met here last night, at supper (at 6ve), an 
Italian nobleman, a Florentine, and two English 
gentlemen of family f lo-day, though it is Sun- 
day, all have journey. Now if 

every ' Engli8lUi#.iiii^!d but keep holy the 
Sabbath, and shbw livfaat the Protestant re- 
ligion is, in his conduct, unnumbered bless- 
ings might' follow. The Italian nobleman 
seemed a man reading ^nd acuteness. He 
spoke rather.. contemptuously of tiifj^Fope, 
and the shppi^d designs of the see oilP Rome. 
He was ad^gmted‘ with our^dliigtisb history, 
aiita did noT conceal his hdmiration of tiur free 
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constitution, on which he offered some com- 

« 

inents that showed an independent, discrimi- 
nating mind. In short, be discoori^d without 
reserve on every subject that was started. 
Especially he joined in abhorrence of the 

principles of Lord Byron. He admitted the 

* 1 

charms of his pobtry — ^but there seemed to be 
a strong impresndlt'.on his mind that such a 
man was really, indst pernicious and despi- 
cable — I was glad to hear him say, that no 
persons of character in Italy or elsewhere 
would associate with him. 

It is impossible tilj^|iM;^|i^ifbat'gOQd mi^t 
be done by the ten thousand British 

travellers who are seatibfTO bver Europe^ 4f 
they acted an opeoi fcipdi'.consisienti religious 
part, as they ought; but if they are ashamed 
of their prin&iples, mid conform, one in one 
thing, ahd another in enotfaer,. bf.th'e wrong 
practiced of %e Ooiit||^;i^^^are in its 
guilt, and, all the 
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wrU which they might bare prereated, or re- 
medied, by the manly discharge of their duty 
as servants of Clurist. 

1 am yours moi^ affectionately, 

D. W. 
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Furca Alp, August 18^ — Bern, August 44, 182S^ 


Glacier of Rhone— Firca Alfh—Rcalp— Capuchin Frjpr 

— Hospital — Cold— Valley of Reuss — DeviFs Bridge 

— Amstag — New Road— Altorf — William Tell — Fluel- 

len — Lake of four Cantons — Switz — Mount Righi— 

Storm — Mount Pilate — Ruin of Goldau — Stranger's 

Book — King of England — Italians and Russians — 
« • 

KUsnacht — Lucern — Williaai — Wooden Bridges 

— P^ie Girard — Lulhef— Zofepgen— Herzogenbuchs 
— Bern — Sunday — Fast Service — Govern- 

ment of Bern and England. 


Hospital or HospetidtU ( the 
of Stranger* ^nd Traveliers), ot the Fo<4 
(f Mount St. Gothard, <4a. Canton oj 

Ufi, Ji/f&ndajf^ Aug. 1$, 

' 

We setoff, aijrtJeat leister, this mortt- 
iag from the Hospice of ), the Oriinsef at a 
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quarter before six: the morning was dull, but 
without rain for some time. As we ascended 
the remaining part of the Giimsel Alp, we 
looked behind and $aw a thick white cloud 
completely filling the valley, and lising gradu- 
ally up the mountain. We had nearly three 
thousand feet to go before we reached the sum- 
mit, by a road far worse tfapem any we had yet 
passed. We had continually to cross masses 
of snow, quagmires, and torrents without 
bridges. We had stones in the manner of 
stairs on Saturday, but to-day we had stones 
in the manner of falls and pits, so that when 
the mules stepped ^ plunge: 

we had, also, many hjippery backs of rocks. 

* > ) e 

You may judge of the sort of difficulties by 
this circumstance, that as soon as we began to 
descend, we were obliged to alight, and walk 

■t 

down the whole of this frightfiil Alp. 

Immedij^y jn the valley betweeli the 
Grimsel and jibe Furca^ps ^'the glacier of 
the Rhone, wl^<d> has its source here. This 

■S*J *» .V % t * '•1^ ^ 

gl^iir far surpass^ in extent and gmudeur 



LETTER IX. 


FURCA. 


21T 


those at Grindelvald, — ^it is as if an immense 
sea, when rushing down the valley, had been 
suddenly turned into ice, with all its agita- 
tions. I conjecture, from my eye, that'it may 
be about eight hundred or one thousand feet 
wide, four thousand long, and five or six hun- 
dred deep. Imagide yourself only at the foot 
of such a sea of i&roken ice, from beneath 
which twenty or more turbid snow-streaqis 
are bursting out, which form the Rhone. As 
soon as we had cros'sed the valley, through^ 
which the Rhone passes, we began to ascend 
the Furca Alp, eight tbousaud eight hundred 
and eighty feet abovO t^e li^'of the sea, and 
two thousand eight hudd^f^ud eighty above 
the Hospice where we lhad slept. As we 
mounted up, another glacier appeared on our 
right. The cold was yet more i&tense than pn 
the Griinsel. Our limbs were completely b^ 
numbed. The rain also now began to fhil, so 
that we lost the uoblO view of the<diiEa1it Alps, 
which in fine wWchW is ihcompi^Hy grand. 
As soon as we bad reached tbe top, we^were^ 
obliged to alight and' descend, not' k mountain 
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oC'eaiifa, but aa imineiM^ mountain of snow, 
over which we slid and walked as well as we 
could. I can qcute understand now, why the 
snow is 'peipetual on the higher Alps : we 
were almost frozen at eight thousand feet ; 
what, Uten, must be the intensity of cold, at 
twelve or thirteen thousand feet i 

i y 

After a journey of five hours and a half 

(four of which wwe in the rain), we reached 

.tfae first inhabited house, the hospice of Realp. 

When we came to the door, I was surprised to 

see the guide ring diq bell, and then humbly 

take off his ha^;%rheir the door opened ; and 

.much more to aae> a venerable Capuchin friar 
» 

omne out with a long beard, a brown garment 
oftheotiarBest cloth, reachii^ to bis feet, with 
a huge hood hanj^n^ behind, and girded round 
his waist with a thick common cord ; whilst a 
deep 'hill of coarse linen fell a good wnydown 
Ms breast ,iSrom no stockings, and only 
rbiigh eandt^ on bis ihsh Came gravely 

tdus. 0e could not speak but bis 

lock Mmigpaivt, and he Mnswsd.us into his 
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room with much courtesy, brought us a bottle 
of a light sweet Italian wine, spread a cloth for 
us, and then retired, whilst we ate the provi* 
sioDs we had ^rou^t with us. As we wens 
dripping wet, we begged tohave the wine made 
hot : it was done ui.the>inost comfortable ojian* 
ner possible. We had time during dinnmr to 
look round the roofiF*~fttraiture old,* but con> 
Tenient — ^figures of our Saviour — a printed list, 
several feet long, of the abbots of his order*** 
holy water—^a stove — and'in a very mpall cup- 
bolvd his library and bed. I tried to make the 
friar understand me in 

cess. We paid for onr, eidfilainineDt, gave 
something for the poor, > again about, 

twelve, and cameonhme, two leagues, making 
twenty-four miles, Wfaicb, with the Alps «id 
the rain, made 9 fonnididik dby’s journey. 

We fio now at a oomfortabie ion at the 
small Catholic village of Ho^itg^n tiie Can- 
ton of Uri, foiif .tb^hshod' ilrt'^lti^indUaD# 
tortyooiito fikt hbbvo tlin<.is6n ibotd 

enough, iuseuve yoi^ ivitb houses, 
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a^faurch, and chapel. At the top of the vil- 
lage stands a half-mined castle, a^hich once 
belonged to the lords of the hospital, or 
hospice fbr all the villages on these Alps 
to have been designed as refuges for 
travellers. Through the village flows the arm 
of the Reuss river, which springs from the 
Furca glatier. The villiE^ ison the road for 
Mount St. Gothard. The weather •has been 
unflivoorable to-day, but we have bad no fogs 
to obscure materially our prospect, either of 
the glaciers* or of the wild scenery ti^ofll|h 
which we have passed ; only we lost the view 
of the distant Alps- 

We have now overcome one of the grand 
di^culties of the Swiss tourist, the passage of 
the Grimset and the Furca. The boy who 
went with mylHaitd to Stanz returned to us 
last night, saying that his master was weary of 
the paiia|4f<^4il mountaini, and had sent 
him and't|w Ismk, dlteNiltied to make 
his wrajf ^to hfmftk or hy the’^lmlie. fit 

these thhiahhdnous pjiaces Iho w^flier is com- 
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loonly bad. Hospital is the highest public 
inhabited village in Switzerland; and the- inn- 
keeper's brief description of the weather is, 
that they have frost and snow for nine months 
in the year, and rain for the remaining thre6. 
There are no trees in this valley, not even the 
hardy fir; all is one wild surface, without 
foliage. Every stick of wood for domestic use 
is brought up some leagues, from Amstag. The 
cows and goats feed on the grass, which just 
now looks a little pleasant; but even these 
anRtrals have a wild, rough appearance, espe- 
cially the cows. The Lakes here are too cold 
for fish. 

The poor inhabitants of this, and other 
villages around, sufiered extremely during the 
war. The Austrians and French fought in 
the very streets of Hospital ; our innkeeper 
tells me the scenes were. dreadful beyond de- 
scription. How frightful and horrible is this 

to ail our best feeUpgs 4nd habits ! How im- 

♦ 

placable is the ambition of man! What a 



322 


HOSPITAL. 


LETTER IX. 


scene must it faaT^ been, to behold the natural 
terrors of the Alps aggravated by the miseries 
of war! But so it is. There is hardly a rock 
' uf precipice in Switzerland, which has not been 
tbe spot of desperate coftflict. Surely, an 
English traveller cannot lear of these things, 
and reflect on the events of the late revolution* 
ary war, without some gratitude to God, for 
having exempted his happy country from such 
calamities’ And the gratitude will be increased 
bj comparing the climate and general circum- 
stances of these Alpine r^ions, with those* of 
his native land. 

HospUal, 'Tis^day Morning, Seven o'clock. 
— For so long the weather has allowed us to 
rest. We have bad m excellent night; we 
wereio bed about half*past eight. These din- 
ners at eleven, and suppers at five, suit us. 1 
never was better in my life. The breakfast is 
now coming in,' aad'Hli weather has suddenly 
'dkeredup; so. tibat the su^ is mounting over 
thftAltW' befoia^r Vflnddw, and is throwing 
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this romantic village into a bea«tifii| picture of 
light and shade — and hurries us otf for our 
day’s journey. 

Amstagy One o'eloeky Vaitte^ qf thq Seuta, 
Sixteen Miles from Hospitak-^\ am nota ait^ 
ting, faint with heat, at one of the windows of 
the dining hall of the inn,' with a burning sun 
full on the four open windows of the ro<xn ^ 
such is the effect of a descent of tWo or three 
thousand feet in this marvellous coantry-«~ 
yesterday as cold as Christmas, to-day as hot 
as Midsummer. But this is nothing; I must 
positively employ half an hoar, while dinner is 
preparing, in giving you some idea, if I can, 
of the extraordinary valley trough which we 
have been passing. It is called, by the inha- 
bitants, Kraciienthal, Roaring Valley, on ac- 
count of the tremendous noise With whiich 
Keuss rushes from rock to rock. It m c/be* 
tainly one of the wonders of SwitM^iaoid. 


We rode about two mHos, 0{t laaniog the 
Hospital, in the wide open valley, wMboat a 
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luee, the Reass rolling along its course; when 
we came to a mighty rock, which seemed quite 
to stop the road. As we approached, we 
.found a tunnel or gallery had been bored 
tfaroughf the solid granite, hfteen feet* high, 
timdTe brmid, and two hundred and twenty 
long. This is better than the bridge hung 
with chains, and dangling on the outside of 
the rock over the torrent, which was the old 
.road. now descended by a narrow paved 
way, ten feet wide, to what is called the Devil's 
Bridge, dirown over the Fall of the Ruess, 
which here meets with tremendous precipices, 
and foams as it rushes down them. The 
bridge seems built in the air, from its eleva- 
tion and boldness; it is one hundred feet above 
the river. Its span is seventy-five feet, and 
the fall of the Reuss under it, in a slanting 
direction, is at least three hundred feet. The 
^architect is not known; and the extreme 
frightfulness of the cataract over which it is 
thrown, has probably led the common people 
to ascribe it to fiiiries first, and then to the 
evil spirit. The scene is, perhaps, unparalleled 
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for subtimiify aad teitor. The,EOEfi after this 
contianes to the valleyt^ .like Eturs for 

steepn^g. It is built agEinst the perpondhsidflr 
rock, and suMutfaied in mahy places by 
and wallg ou the side of ftightftil 
a league this airacnlons axurt of tract 
Durisg^all this time die roaring 'Beos^ tsuftb 
nues to roU its agitated ^errenb 1 thhklcithis 

is the most romantic of oU die 

♦ 

It never- ceases its rage. folk to 

from precipice to prex^ioe, it dariiea'ftM'iiraEd, 

with a succession bf ftiUs; someCiinea- ‘’lost 

\ 

among the masses of atone, then^appearii^ 
again in redoubled force. 

We soon came to Goesclnnen, Vhhre a 

* V 

new road, passable* ftMF b^fins, and 

goes on neari]^ four lei^nMii' to iIk 

place where 1 am '.ItisU^#dl^ 

4 *. / 

prising undertaking for -a Ematt Snrfoi Ckdik^ 
(Uri), to have formed a mw|^fdfoofost 
wide, by too.labni#of shvmtU 
ki Ihtoe years 1 | ifddii||^>2&iglaiid 
iroL* i.‘ 
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.ll a8'';^9Q^*w;oar 

I^IttD^d by blotnn^ tt|i:;r(>ck8« dividuig..^|xcM 
djl|i^ift|[S 0 ti^veir«SB> brWj^ i^rer 

>‘><* 

fl*if ^.deH|^,lB iritnesi^., tint bold 
wbeb ; yoo consider 
is one ot the. «ost piclu- 
^ Idii^ -yft ; oohte moeotains ; 

idi and iben 

lil <^re|e>v ^ iater^titti; the 

dosrn the sttidl«|;|orrents; 


'-;j|he|Hd^ 

ihe-sep^iry.: 


deli^tio^ ’ thh eye as 
n; a ■forest of . varying 

ire; villages, with 
^ then appearing : 

‘Of %fae finest days 

SUthhi^ fiyei* to maib ^’witb > gentle 

'tl^t^J'^^.i^jfoodesate, -foe., ■beat' I .'was 

4Ke‘ new 
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AilliDg; fliEEEEE'of Foeks, $/» jtbal'k 
pens^ wt|l;jbe ioc«rre4-^nt; 
mjjr story. 

J reaoQie my H AUoif, tH 
the Cimtm qf 'fJri, half^pc^ ^etm, 

Eveningt 9. ride Of Ibl^e bo«r 9 eOd » 

1 was spOakiog of the expense end ‘ labour 
vhlck thw fmwj^d yt^hicb 

heighten the jpneiil of ilho s 
add, ths^ it ^rery innoh proteOil 
from the dangeir ef the'-arelfiihhen Iropi Mm 
mmmteins, ’»^ieh ^re oRen de^raictiae. 
Such HbO terror iof tht^, that foneoH|r 
trarailers ivere^not a1lowed% ispefdc io oetteto 
parts of the xotd, l«it even .slight i^t|hdi«n 
of the air shontld <>d||i|eii'ii^/aU'<if sootr/ ' fit 
further facilitate tbeiitetidnse teaiN 
on between Lucero, Idnlab, and No^the^ f|^y. 
We m«fb a- drOjHe' Mt- ju^le^dtxon, add^l&shf^ 


iie , BETTER <X. 

, /* 

'UMiiMS' of ttules laden t^d^ssi. ' Milan Is 
tirdvetA* thiMe^ dd^PR’ joniPtiey from ISOi^tftl. 
l!%e' people in these, seem to tne on- 

The meadows'are Hdi; and 
hlghr wOodNi frame for drying^ hay, 
^icli Vaises the gtaSa above the gronndy and 
'titiaikes it to twelve cShfoOrteen boor^ 

t Vx eotning od^1iltorf,'are stopped at Bur- 
a'chlij^ bnilt on the spot where 
' Wiliiayi TetfVvSs boro.^ Tt iS deooiated vdth 
pictffi«i>elbliog; to die eveats of bis lifr. Al- 
. torf is a small Catbolio 'town of one thousand 
six bond red souls. It abounds with monu- 
.'fnentaof'WiiliatnfTell. The tower, the foun- 
"VidnS» — every thin^ is design^ to commeroo- 
beiSte him. Bis fiistes^^^onnected with all 
%e libein^^f Sttlbii^laod.^ 

» 

: We^d^ Ob Mfr' wbf to-day many peasants 

Vrsem, 
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pur friend conpanion, wha^ after epepdi% 

ilia Sundajf- ’at^ JStantz, cautne to Ai^l^f^ laat 
ni^hl.' and was gping to risit Valarpf 
the Renas; we arp pow at the 
He report# that be ..nunained at Stantz on 
torday, not becanae he was weary of . I%e 
mountain road> bat bapaitse bis ho^and b^y 
were equally bad, so bad^that he despaired of 
reaching Xiupern by^tbeir m^ns^ He tbinba 
tbe new rP^ which 1 bhye; so pooh. c<^ 
mended, takes off,; in s^agie.p^tieairtt?!^ 
picturesque bpanty of tho,jto^i;ejpy,^i^||e J^ 
held it fou;* years si|ice. 



Su/itz^, $he eapi'to/ (tf thaf 


name (and Jhm.ufh^k the wiak of tht cajofdrif 
is cedled), Wednesdi^imten b^ore 
setoff this mereiag^Jqi^ar beCoresijf;^ ai^ 
saw the mebmchoty #^kof a fire at,AHpH^ 


in 1799. 

repairfdii '|ir%oaQ)^itq, 

aud tbejfa.eiqlbfH^.jlt 1^ 


on- 
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oi;i]be scenei'y of ite IM.' ’ ft ibb- 

adont at'tio «fpot wbfere Willhiirf'Tftll^ bSiCiipeJS 

ifirbin tile biat ib' wbfcll thejr '9tete bOtiTeyiog 
pj^f(pirE^d whfii^a Obat^t ift nbW lliailt. 

" • 'jt; • * 

. ' I j^lottiisEd to tell you sbiHethiti’g abobt 'this 
oxtraWdiiiary man. It wftii in NoVbmber, 

mH fbftt Ihe Miliiar G^t^, tift^ing 


u^d a pdle, at Altorf, and 
^bry dna ^fad ^aaaed to^tute it, Wit- 
>1111^1 ifiili'bdbYy iMbd: ' H'd bd&datuned. 


aa yod^ ^ay Vo'^'shodt ftl db apple 

placed on tde bead of bis sbit. Hd dtHiick off 


tbe ap|>Ie; but Gesler, observing < a ’Wcond 
ati’Ow in the ba^idf felt, aftkPd biM What he 
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thft cbftpcil: flair fi9o4s; .,pe#l^ 

waited for hin^ m a holfoi^ pii^, 
fixed, hint #ittj,’ai»>prow. TJfie 
al.Attorf, afftinet wfiiej)»tlie ahild.«iici^^l|^ 
fnained till 1567* twa' fiaadred yeara ^er Ufa 
death of Tell, which happcaod ia UlS 

family was not extinct until the year 1720. A 

* * 4 ' '' ♦ , ^ 

chapel etaoda op tlj^ .'ffiere 

the Confedoration.e^h ^aP> fo jlfiiU|ury 

J308. Thua waa th® fopodaM of lij>erty »t|d 

knowledge, af natiooid yir<«#,ftad pjfffg, M 
in Switzerlaod. The ^fopipatiftp tsi:a c#p-, 
turies fdter, so for as it exfopdedf 
the deltveiBaAce. 


V ‘ t M * 

We landed at at nfo^ 
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, Wwdt>e o'clock . — neyer dip^4 better in 
ray life at ^even o’ctpjpli, than I have here : we 
are aoipigjoing to aspend Mount Rigbi. This 
town of Switz is in a garden of natural bean> 
ties. The vast rocks b^ind it are like giant 
f^eotinels; to guard it. ; 


Wednesday Eoeningt top of MoutU Right. 
•~I must write a line to you to-night, though 
in a salle-k-manger crowded with French, Ger- 
man, ; Siris»« JEInglish, all talking together, in 
a hotel on the suoainit of the Righi, six thou- 
sand one. hundred and fifty-six feet above the 
aea, and four thousand five hundred above 
Switz., The peculiarity of this rai^dntain, is 


Upt so.much its.great height, as the accessible 
yet. cpmniandiog^i^nt in which it ter- 
iurhicb gives it^^^i>v^en the weather is 
plepr, one pffj^teifpohlesit and tuoft extensive 
|iews: ip^ thh Jhe chn.s<^uence is, that 

;^mo.<it,“^«ry4^^^%r-'afcM -•lys^Pt 


^ .. an'.inst 


|^er,.AI|»s,_ J. Iipve 
l^»«t;;.yAjkb:has 




from % qon|{^^iyu.:ea8i- 
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ness of the abroach. The mdidcnt a fine 
appears, all the world hurry fonvards td 'the 
only inn and only honse on the extrenife 
mit of this vast elevation. ‘ " ^ 

The. scene at the table>d*h6te is cOmic be-^ 
yond description. We were between five and 
six hours coining up the moiintain, in many 
parts by stairs so steep, that.i^e ascended at a 
rate of forty feet in a fanndihed. The heat , 
added to the fatigner; bat the extraordinary 
scene, now we are at the top, surpasses. all 
my conceptions, even of wKat Switzerland 
could produce. The eye has an unimpedlid 
view all airound. It is a sort of natural pano- 
rama. The main , disadvantage (which 
adds, perhaps, to i^^lh^reSt of the excurs^^. 
is the uncertainty of finding a bright uncIOti^^ 
sky at this great eiUtrtioit : either th&vhli^S 
or the tO|0^! of the mountains are 4^im^0^y 
obscured with* a mahtKf' oi plShilsl 

we were at snipi^^ we wm^MrahHOd odt to 
ascend a isopdln 'fifty' feet 

bighj raised on Of the jneeipiGO,' to 
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a gathering storm. We were asto- 
0^^ at the sublime' wglit One quarter of 
waa?>iUi MM J o ii ^ die aU^Nim 
in^^JtiieV'softeser 

qniiiter the mosh gloomy ^i^nii shrouded with 
all.'«hi hirers the to^ <of tihe adjmuiag moon* 
Uihis, abd^wae approaiihing the Righih^ut 1 
mmst absolutely stop. 

; f R^M, Five ef tiock, Thmsday Morning , — 
i was compelled to break off last n%ht by the 
excessive aoise in the dining hall ; 1 had half 
a dozen people talking to me at once — and 
thmefpre wsm soon wtaried out, and retired to 
vest. ' Ikiy^lhiend and 1 were crowded into a 
jdvihll room, die feet of. oUr .beds touching 

* other; presentlyJ^:1^ became more 
r than ' ever widi dib company going to 
their ehambers (for these wooden houses shake 
«k every stq)), and soon afters the storm which 
teas lou^etog m dneavenini^^ih^h to descend 

ram were d»- 

nilirddds; I ri^ly thought, ihe hetme .would 
havd'^liidlsh/ It is lUrw dvd' in fhle ^ 
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and the rain and the brouUlard coiilj>letet;)r 
obscuf'e the whole; scene ;/jiieirertii^e8» ^ the 
bobse is ;in * iiietiba^i 'aDd 

Inst nigbtv (tweni^ofoiif gentr^i vtin^;j 
servants and^.'gaicliE^; in >tbe odhirse oEiyeatiij^ 
day, there had been nftyTtwo gentry).: ^Hiei 
house is very siuall. 1 find a New Tentatn^l; 
of the iBible Society in this Catholic solitude^ 
with an inscription to stale that it .was* left by 
Messrs. Treuttell and Wmfte, ufiDr :^ vrae of 
Christians whom the bnd weather might pre? 
vent fitini seeing and admiring the great wor|c 
of the creation, and adoring the Creator, 
mounting ^towards him by the help of .bis 
works."’ In the strangers' tmok I was startled 
to see the name of.linr ^tesent majesty. Get 
IV. who assuredly' ascended this mo^ 
tain.- ‘ -i 



When the wea^r ia ^siek -^14^ Ihkek 
are visible l^re, dij^ 

range of ' 



MOUNT PILATE. 


LETTER IX. 


^ Oberland Beroois on the south-west; 
whilst OB the north, your eye may range from 
the liake of Constance to that of Neufchdtel. 
•All Switzeriand, to the east and north, is open 
before yod; and mtich farther, into Snabia. 
'The only bill we could distinguish last night 
was Mount Pilate, which is called properly 
Mons Pileatus, or Mountain with a Cap, be- 
cause a cloud generally rests on its extreme 
top, even in the finest weather. The common 
people say, that Pontius Pilate came here and 
threw himself down the precipice in despair, 
for having condemned our Saviour. 

' ' As the morning is so unfavourable, and 
l^reakfost is not ready, 1 must tell you a sad 
pjaary. — ^As we asjoended‘..#e R%hi yesterday, 
passed -over the mafottcholy ruins of the 
vilfoge of Goldau. In 1806 an immense mass 
of earth from tho Bpssbei^, gradually loosened 
two di^Hforee/iifoiiihs’ nun, foil down with 
Isiwc^y b wai4l||i,^it was the fid 

d(lN3«pfofnbeaH^ ^dRc^feSif ib^ufoioh CMddau 

waajllio hhief, lay at the foot, of fodnatmo. 
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All ivas buried in an instant — tWo c^rch^ 
one hundred and eleven houses, twq hnndlted 
barns, &c. and four hundred persons,, wtf^ 
t|iree hundred and twenty-five head ef cattle, 
vrere overwhelmed ; and a new rniooiis nqioun^ 
tain, one hundred and fifty fbet higb^ jwtie 
formed by the vast mass. The loss was esti- 
inated at three million eight hundred and foi^ 
thousand livres of France: 


Those who had been aware of the danger- 
ous state of the mountain, and the probaM^ 
lity of some disaster, were not warned in time. 
Two old inhabitants who had predicted .the 
calamity, V when some one rushed into . their 
cottage, and told them the rock was actually 
failing, disbelieved tbi^inesst^e, and were 1(^ 

A party of ten perioihi had been two m^nt ^ 
waiting for fine "wither to irisit Mount 
They set ,6if for $witz the day of foe ; tiat^ 
trophe { $ve :^f tb^ staid a. 
the rest . to toke ieiBe prov»teii«;{ ; ^instant 
the otheini:eet^d;^eldata^fo|a'4^^ 




. v" f ' if ’ 
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;ili .|^y8ici'aa of tfae ne%bboanflg vilJa^ df 
Zay, has published an account of 
tl|C calaottty. Ditring the whole day the air 
was darkebed wkb clouds of rock and earth, 
Entiriis fsrasts, and large blocks of the moun- 
taw, were borne through the air as swiftly as 
au arrow. Houses, cattle, mea, all were drag- 
ged aioBg, and seeched to dy in the midst of 
the heavens. Several females and children 
Were* almost n^iraculously preserved. Two 
■ w^iBdea ^were Ibrjoed joto b pit fifteen feet deep, 
aiad t^us e8ca^)od. A maki servant, Jeanne 
lyflricb^ With Marianne, a little girl five years 
«td, wene overwhelmed — The maid -was torn 
fraab the child, and bong suspended among 
beams of wood and rains, wliich crushed her 
: ^^11 mdes — Her eyes w/we filled with blood 
thought the last day was come, and be- 
iotde hdteelf to spray er—rSbe heard the cries of 
theofaildi^Two hours pasied-f-A neigbbour- 

. t^ chupth clock sirnck, |bu|rno li^p arrived-.*- 

' ' ' * * * > ' ' * 

ipte ciieir of the child ^bitfaqie filter and 
and at last ceaced-r^The sthanking 

she ^as deadj- made desperate fUbe- 



twrrtA vi> 

* * y ' - . ■ r 

rate herf)eif,.ond atiBt&0edhi^4^J^tbe 
maaa of roiiw. Swtt the Utile MwdaBOBjbflptt 
(!(J \sasS, ^ 

MrakiDg renewed her laraentMiona. ; Tmohaure 
more elapsed ; when the child’s iparent;, Vir 
gaet, who had carried his iwo sons to a place 
of safety, returned to deliver the rest of his 
family. He searched amoogst.the sad reieaias 
of his house — a foot appeared above the ruins 
— he approached, he recognised a part of -bis 
wife’s dress — be uttered the most piercing, .la- 
mentations,* which reached the ears of the scTr 
vaiit and Marianne, who instantly redoubt^ 
their cries. The father knew his child’s voicn* 
and rescued her with only a broken lisab. Tbp 
maid was afterwards taken out, scarcely alive. 
They both recovered,:;.. .. 

'■f . ' 

r ' \ 

\ ^ V . * 

It is remarkable,, that in this very neigh- 
bourhood, an entire. atreeV of Zug, wUb n pp^jt 
of the towers and^<wa,tls of. |be t0;^p,;4pifk, 
without a ihh> tbp;-lake,4Q 

the year :|^&/ r jiixlyv peRso^^^^^ jp^itheih. 

The infhisdi^ of ths^heeper .of the .archivp#, 
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.A^elrich Wikard, who iHia found floating in 
fiis cradle on the waters, was rescued, and be^ 
came .afterwards the father of a family which 
deserved well of the State. 

' O.Ood, how unfathomable are thy judg- 
ments ! thus is it that thou alarinest a sleeping 
world, and callest man to prepare for sudden 
death, and sudden judgment ; whilst the grace 
of thy Gospel s^ before them a dying Saviour, 
whose redemption itp falling rocks nor sudden 
desiruction can overwhelm; nay,* which will 
appear most glorious “ when the heavens being 
on fire shall be dissolved, and the earth shall 
melt with fervent heat !” 

It is astonishing and terrific as you ride 
over the place -where Gbidau stood ; the ruins 
are above one hundred feet deep ; the adjoin- 
ing Lake of Lowertz was filled up for fifty feet. 
Many penmns beheld die rpin i^om the top of 
Che Rigbi; and were com^lted to witness the 
d^trnction of their own lands and houses, 
without the possibility of giving any aitl .. Only 
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a few bodies and mangled limbs have be^n 
dug up after seventeen years. Such was the 
tremendous impetus of the falling rock^ that 
prodigious masses were carried by the re- 
bound many hundred feet up the opposite hill, 
i. e. perhaps three or four leagues from the 
.summit whence they’ fell. Such a scene I 
never witnessed. Still, the love of their native 
spot is so deeply fixed in the. Swiss, that two 
or three new houses are beginning to rise in 
the midst of the ruins. One of the churches 
has also been rebuilt; th^ grass is now hiding 
by degrees the frightful spectacle, and even 
some strips of meado%vs are forming here and 
iliere. 

fiighi, Ten o’rloek.~The morning is actu- 
i!l_\ clearing up. 

iClevai o'clock. — No : all our hopes are dk- 
appointed; the valley is 'filled with clouds : 
fogs are rising and- Covering every tbibg with 
one mantle of deep and impenetrable obscu- 
rity. Thus -we shall be compelled to leave 


VOL. I, 


R 
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this quieen of mountains without seeing all its 
magnHiceace of prospect. I may as well tell 
you, before I lay by my letter, that in com- 
ing up yesterday, we visited the convent of St. 
Mary in the Snow, four thousand two hundred 

feet above the sea, where a small convent of 
* 

Capuchin friars, for receiving strangers, is 
supported. The little church adjoining is cu- 
riously adorned and in the small village two 
inns have been built within three years. 

In the strangers’ book on Mount Riglii, I 
find so many fietions, that 1 have now no didi- 
culty in accounting for the insertion of the 
name of the King ; but I have called in all the 
people of the house and examined them, and 
they stoutly affirm that our King was here, and 
wrote with his own hand his name and date. 
October, 1816, and that he came with tlirei 
ladies and four gentlemen in his suite. Siu h 
is the vanity of these good people ! 

* * 

Perhaps I cannot employ myself better 
than by . going on to say, that the keeping 
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of a stranger’s book is one of those ’foreign 
customs which one cannot but approve of. 
It is, perhaps, a little galling at first to ap 
Englishman, to be obliged to put down his. 
name, age, country, family, time of arrival, 
place of destination, motives of journey, &c. 
as soon as he drives int^ a town. But the 
pleasure is so great to see what countrymen 
or friends are before you on the road, and to 
look back and read the names of travellers in 
past years, that you are soon delighted with 
the plan. In frontier towns the book is often 
under the regulation of the police; but in 
small towns in the interior, and places of 
fasliiouable resort, as The Fall of the Rhine, 
Mount Righi, &c., it partakes more of the 
nature of an albuin,- .in which travellers . write 
down any sentiments they, -please, together 
with their names. Sometimes an opinion . is 
given of the country they have passed 
through, or advice as to inns and roads; 
at other times a' short poetical effusion is 
inserted, or a • stroke of wit and drollery. 
You meet occasionally with very admirable 

R 2 
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thoughts, and bursts of real genius. My 
friend transcribed a striking copy of verses. 
It is curious even to look over the hand- 
writing of celebrated individuals. The stran- 
gers’ book, further, enables you to compare 
the number of travellers from different coun- 
tries. I counted once or twice, and found 
the English four or five times as numerous 
as those of any other nation. It is much to 
be regretted, that the unpardonable license 
of a few persons, I am afraid chiefly English- 
men, is rapidly tending to put an end to this 
innocent and gratifying custom, or at least to 
the confining of it to the dry record of the 
police towns. 

Right, Twelve o'clock , — We are in as miser 
able a plight as . ever poor creatures were , a 
dreadful wet day — ^shut up in a close room, 
as iii a prison — scarcely able to breathe- five 
or six leagues to reach Lncern — no prospect 
nothing but rain and fog. Spine of the party 
are endeavouring to throw a ring, suspended 
by a cord from the ceiling, upon a hook fixed 
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at a suitable distance in the wall of the roods'— 
a trait of genuine ennui. 

For my own part, I have been amusing 
myself with talking with two Itkliau gentlemen 
— well informed — admirers of England' — dis- 
contented with their existing government — 
ready for change — with no great attachment 
to Popery ; really this is the case with all the 
foreigners we meet. — Tyranny, in a day of ge- 
neral information, galls the mind, and defeats, 
and must defeat, its own purpose. I endea- 
vour to give the best advice I can ; dwelling 
chiefly on the importance of the Scriptures, 
and the elevating nature of true Christianity. 
I have been deeply interested also, with two 
students from St. Petersl)urgh — amiable, scho- 
iar-like young men ; they spent last winter in 
1‘higland. I shall not soon forget their sur- 
prise, when they happened to discover who I 
was. They had frequently heard me preach 
in liondon. The meetidg thus with occasifliij^ 
auditors, on a sudden, in the heart of Swi®r- 
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ian6, appals me. I feel, as it were, quite un- 
comfortable, lest 1 should have failed in giving 
them a faithful impression of the Gospel of 
Christ; and yet, if these young Russians have 
heard 'me, so may others from other lands. 
What a responsible office is that of the sacred 
ministry! What diligence, what solicitude, 
what uprightness, what simplicity in following 
the Holy Scriptures, what humility and fervour 
in imploring the ^race of the Sacred Comforter, 
does it require! 

LMcem, Friday Morning, Seven o'clock - 
We arrived here last night; the weather a little 
cleared up after dinner yesterday at the Righi. 
and at two we mounted our beasts to desccitd ; 
three boqrs brought us to Kussnacht, a town 
on the Lake of Lucern; and three hours more 
to this town. The weather was rainy, but still 
tolerable. The views of the surrounding coun 
try, as we came dovvn, wi^e lovely : we had 
thft Lakes of Lucern aiid>Zug full before u.< 
lflpt‘roa<] (row Kiimmcht was positivclv 
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through a garden, by the side of the Lake, 
with just those gentle rises which gave us the 
sweetest views imaginable. 

We have now finished our Qberland tour 
of two hundred and forty-nine miles ; only it 
happens, that we are lauded at a town nearly 
seventy miles from Bern, and have thus two 
days journey to reach ray dear family. We 
visited yesterday a third chapel of William Tell, 
built by the government, on the spot Where he 
slew Cesler the Austrian governor. So that 
there is a tower, as I have before mentioned, at 
Altprf, on the place where William Tell’s child 
stood with the apple on his head; a fountain 
where the father stood ; a chapel on the site 
of his house at Burglen ; a second where he 
«^s(;aped from the-, boat conducting him to 
pi i.son ; a third where be slew the oppressor of 
Ins country ; and anotlier where, the oath of 
tainfederation was taken at GruUi — at this 
last place, an Jl^glish.wag has written on the 
wall. “ Cato Street Conspirators!” Thus is 
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the love of liberty nourished in the breasts of 
this fine people: Catholics and Protestants 
seem the same in this respect. There is a 
public spirit, a hardy couraj^e, a patriotism, 
an independence of mind, about the Swiss, 
connected with a ready subjection to lawful 
authority, and a sense of moral and religious 
obligation, which are the true foundations of 
national prosperity. Their adherence to all 
their ancient usag^, even in their dress, is ob- 
servable; each Canton has its costume. At 
Switz, the women have, caps with two high 
white frills, plaited, and standing nearly erect 
on their heads, like two butterfly's m iug.^ , 
quite different from the Bernois, yet equallv 
fantastical, and inconvenient. 

This Oberland country has, on the whole 
filled me with wonder, astojnishtiKait, and ur.t 
titude. “ How glorious, O Cod, are thy wot 
and thy thoughts are very deep.’’ O that, m 
this glorious creation, man did but love aod 
obey Thee as he ought ! 
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Lucern, where we now are, is the capital of 
the Canton, and romantically situated oh the 
north-west banks of the lake of* four Cantons. 
It is just in the heart of Switzerland. Itis one 
thousand three hundred and twenty feet above 
the sea. The fine river Reuss crosses it, over 
which there are three bridges. The haqae is 
probal)ly derived from the Latin w'ord, Lu- 
cerna, a lamp or light-house ; as the most an- 
cient building is the Great Tower where tbe 
light was formerly suspended ; possibly in the 
time of the Romans. It contains six thousand 
souls. It is the great mart of commerce be- 
tween Switzerland and northern Italy, the 
load over St. Gothard beginning at Altorf, the 
other .side the lake. The Catholic religion 
i> here prevalent; so* that all op Mount 
Highi wc found stations and crucifixes for pil- 
grims. Many of. the priests are said to be 
men of piety and information, and to have 
!•o<'n on the point of embracing Protestantism 
.1 f('w years back. ^Uie political events un- 
happily interfered to delay thei execution of 

*■ 

this good design. 
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> In these free States, a reformation may be 
effected with comparative ease, if once the 
minds of the leading magistrates and clergy are 
duly informed and impressed with divine truth. 
They depend on no foreign potentate. A ma- 
jority of the senate determines all questions. 
What they once resolve on, they never want 
courage to perform. It was thus that the re- 
formed doctrines were received at Zurich, 
Bern, &c. in the sixteenth century. The Ger- 
man language prevails through the Oberlaud ; 
so that I have had no great means of gain- 
ing information on the general state of mo- 
rals and religion. I can speak iutleed of 
particular facts which fall under my own 
observation; but when I come to reflection'^ 
on a whole Canton, 1- remember tfie diffi 
dence which becomes a stranger on such snfs 
jects. Still, I cannot but avow, that the ge 
ueral appearance of these Catholic Cnutoio 
is strongly against them whilst in Bern aii 
is industry and cleanlin^, and not a beggar 
to seen. 
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Zojingen, ZO miles from LUcem, ht^fpas.*. 
Nine, Friday Night . — While supper is pre* 
paring, I will write something of the occur- 
rences of a most delightful day. After br^k>- 
fast this morning, we went to see a model of 
Lncern and the neighbouring country, on a 
scale of about thirteen inches to a league. It 
was most gratifying to trace out part of the 
tour we had just made.. Our attendant pointed 
out the model of one Alp, the Titlis, on which 
the ice lies one hundred and seventy-five feet 
thick in summer. General Pfyffer spent his 
life in traversing the mountains, and executing 
this model. A portrait of him, in his travelling 
dress, adorns the room; and his camp-seat, 
of a most simple but admirable contrivance, 
was shown us. We next visited the Arsenal, . 
and saw the sword of Zoingle, the Reformer 
(for he was compelled, bypthe law of. the Re- 
public, to bear arms, and he fell on the field 
of Oapelle, in and then the Jesuits’ 

^ 1 cannot but just add here, that undoubtedly . 
ihi'ic was loo much of secular politics mixed up vriSi the 
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Church and the Cathedral, where the taw- 
dry ornaments and superstitious images of the 
Virgin re-awakened that pain of mind which 
the Protestant Cantons had soothed. A noble 
monument just erected to the Swiss regiment, 
who perished at Paris, in defending Louis 
XVI., August 10, 1792, very much interested 
us; it is a lion, twenty-eight feet long, cut out 

'higher principles of Swiss Reformers. An interfen r*cc 
with the temporal governments proved one very lament- 
able impediment to the advance of the Keforniation. The 
character of Luther stands pre-eminent, above all tlio Re- 
formers, ill this respect. His wisdom, spirituality of mind, 
subjection to ^Mhe powers that be, as ordained of Cied/’ 
and moderation on doubtful points (except in tlie Sat lu- 
mentaiian controversy), placed him on an elevatjon, te 
which I am not aware that any of his contemporarit s t ao 
be raised* Religion was with him a matter of the lieaii. 
and tlie reformed doctrines the consolation of his aroused 
and most tender conscience; and a!) this in wsy peculiai 
degree. Others may have had more learning, as Mi 
lancthon; or tnore acuteflbss, as Calvin or Zninglr ; luii 
for deep affecting views of religion, superiority to scenhu 
politics, and experience of inward temptations, nnuid 
magnanimity of mind, and poweis of uto 

quence, none can b^ comparc^^^ I think, witli Maiim 
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in the jock, and the names of the officers 
inscribed beneath. 

The three covered bridges in the town are 
surprising structures; the first, that of the. 
Court, ^ one thousand four hundred feet long; 
the second, one thousand one hundred ; in the 
spaces between the beams of the first there are 
two hundred and thirty-eight paintings from 
the Old and New Testameiit; and Of the 
second, one hundred and fifty-four from the 
Lives Of the Heroes and Saints of Switzerland. 
A third bridge has thirty-six pictures from 
Holbein’s Dance of Death. The river Ruess 
is here of a deep blue-green colour, very rapid, 
and so clear, that you may count the stopes at 
(he bottom. We ascended two hills which 
commanded magnificent views of the town, 
(he lake, the adjoining hills, and distant Alps: 
perfectly enchanting. ■ 

Zojingen, Satttfddy M&ming. — It. was eleven 
o clock before we were in bed last night ; . ’the _ 
fact is,, we spent all the morning in seeing 
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L^ero, and had a journey of six hours and a 
-half to take after three o’clock, in order to 
reach Bern by Saturday night. I have only 
further to say about Lucern, that the views 
from the bridges and the neighbouring hills 
are. aome of the very finest in Switaerland. 
Zurich and Lucern are the most enchanting 
towns we have seen. The road hither ran by 
the side of the Lake of Sempach ; but by seven 
evening came on, and we could see little 
of the prospect; a fine moon-light, however, 
aided us. At the town of Sursee, whilst we 
were taking some refreshment, I saw a por- 
trait of P&re Girard of Fribourg. The sou 
of the aubei^ste had been his scholar : I sent 
for the boy in. He had been five years at 
school — seemed a fine clever lad — spoke in th(3 
highest terms of M. Girard. He tells me, 
M. G. had five classes, and four or five hun- 
dred children, at Fribourg; and that he gave 
lectures on the Catechism, and taught the 
bhiidr^ the Neut Testt^iinit. He was, in 
tm^. too good for the Papists they raised 
an oj^tposition — ^the Jesuits aided — and Pere 
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Girard’s whole establishment is now brok^ 
up. This aubergiste had sent his son fifty-five 
miles to this good schoolmaster. These in- 
dividual cases of piety and zeal continually 
occur. The intrepidity and faith of such men 
are of a character which we have little concep- 
tion of in England, surrounded by Protestant 
connections and- protected by Protestant laws. 
Surely charity should peculiarly rejoice in 
such triumphs of the grace of God, in the 
midst of the corruptions of Popery. 

The town of Zofingen is in Argovie, and 
is Protestant; it contains about two thousand 
souls. A house was destroyed by lightning, 
ill the storm of Wednesday night. The women 
in Lucern wear, not caps, but immense straw 
hats, with very small flat crowns, and four 
l>o\vs of ribbon, two green and two red, with 
sometimes a bunch, of flowers. Our voiturier 
(for we were obliged to hire one at Lucern to 
take us back to Bern) feeds his horses with 
bread; when we stopt yesterday, we saw a 
boy with a loaf of bread (of the same sort as 
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we had ourselves), cutting it with a ktiife, and 
giving first one horae a slice, and then another ; 
which they seemed to eat with much pleasure. 

HerzogetihuchSf 17 miles from Zofingen, 
Twelve at Noon.-— We have had a pleasing drive 
of four hours through a fruitful country. The 
vilis^e is neat and clean, and the whole place 
is crowded with men and women who have 
been attending a funeral, and are now going to 
dinner. . We are in a Protestant canton, and 
within seven leagues of Bern. The village 
contains about five hundred inhabitants; two 
or three hundred of whom are dining, of 
about to dine, at this funeral. 

JRem, Saturday livening, half-past Scvai. - 
Thank God, I find myself again with my dc-.u 
Ann; and thank God also, she is remarkably 
■well.. The fortnight’s entire quiet, though diih 
to her in some respects, has restored her to 
xrottderfal health and strength, vShc has also 
IJO^i^cotne accustomed to the food and place, 
and kp;>ws better what she is about, and how 
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to manage the people and things' ::4n Switzer- 
land, How great a blessing is this! We had 
a beautiful ride from Herzogenbuchs to Bern, 
twenty-one miles. Almost all the country 
from Lucern to Bern is well cultivated, the 
views beautifully mild, herds of cattle feeding 
in different spots, the meadows yielding four 
or five crops a year, the farming buildings large 
and convenient — the whole reminding us of 
beloved England — which could not, of course, 
he the case in the mountain regions which we 
have left. As we approached Bern, a noble* 
range of Alps stretched themselves before us. 
We passed Hofwyl, the celebrated spot where 
IM. Fcllenberg has his school and his esta- 
blishment for agriculturists ; but it was too 
lv\te to stop. 


We have been, in this Oberlapd tour, three 
linndred and fifteen miles in twelve days, and 
above two hundred of it on mules. Never did 
( derive so much Ab my health, as hy 

these mountain rides. We propose now ^ go 
on to Lausanne on Monday. . Wie shaU'iet off 


VOI.. I. 


s 
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for Paris (please God) by the 1st of October, 
at latest,’ stay there till the 23d. and be at 
home on Friday the 31st. I had the particular 
pleasure of finding a- letter from you, dated 
August 6tb, and received August 21st, on tny 
return here. Your account of our dear rela- 
tive grieves me to the heart. My prayers 
shall be united with yours, that these severe 
and repeated afflictions may become real bless- 
ings to him, by awakening him to more seri- 
ousness, determination, and earnestness, in 
seeking the salvation of his soul, which is the 
grand concern of man, and without which we 
are lost and miserable, though in the utmost 
outward prosperity. 

B&m, Sunday Evening, August 24, 

We have had to-day a delightful Sunday . 
twice have I pot only attended public worshij* 
(which we always do), but beard “ the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God,” as St. Paul ex- 
presses it, from the lips ol bb ministers, 'rix 
difiisreoce between a cold harangue on ethics, 
and the gracious message of peace and joy m 
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Christ Jesus, is immense.- Duty must fpllow, 
Dot.precede, much less exclude, sak^tiou by 
faith. The morning subject was John, V. 44. 
“ How can ye believe, which receive honour 
one of another, and seek not the honour 
that coineth from God onljt?” — the after- 
noon, Heb. X. The church was crowded 
in the morning, and the attention of the con- 
gregation most pleasing. Notice was given 
of a public fast for Sept. 11, On account 
of the sins .of the people, and in. order 
to render thanks to God for bis benefits..” 
The language of'the notice was very pious 
and appropriate. JLfter recounting the various 
public biasings of Almighty God to. the tie- 
public of Bern, it proceeded to* mention “ the 
most excellent of all God’s gifts, the holy reli- 
gion of Jesus, which is an inexhaustible source 
of tniib, virtue, and cousolation, to so many 
thousands of souls.” It then dwelt on the in- 
gratitude and sins of the people,, and exhorted 

^ W ' 

them “ to fly tOEflhl grace pf? God; in Jeisus 
Christ, and to seelt from 'Him the par4^ of 
ilieir sins by unfeigitied ;repentence, |t|^i.lively 

s 2-' ' ■ ' • 
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faith/ and a true conversion.” It ordered, 
lastly, that all the shops should be shut ^fter 
three o’clock the preceding day.* 

At half-past four we had our private ser- 
vice. Three Bnglish families joined us; so 
that we were eighteen in all. I was not in the 
least acquainted even with the names of my 
auditory ; but an opportunity occurring, 1 had 
just mentioned to two families, at the tablc- 
d’hdte, that I was about to have English 
service; and, as we were beginning, a third 
family, a clergyman’s, begged permission to 
come in. They all seemedPintensely attentive. 
My subject was from 1 Thess. i. 5. “ For our 
gospel came not unto you in word only, but 
also in power, and in the Holy Gho.st, and 
in much assurance.” I hope some good was 
done. One family was, at the least, better 
employed than on the preceding Sunday, when 
they were at a play, at Lausanne. This tin 
father of it had told me with- perfect sang froirl . 
addjng, that he had been properly punished; 

.-it ^ 

* the Notice at the end of this Letter, i>. 
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for they were late, and could obtain no good 
sittings. It was this conversation which led 
me to propose to them to join our English 
service. How lamentable is it, that British 
travellers have so slight a sense of the obliga- 
tion of keeping holy the Sabbath! 

So far as I can learn, there is much of true 
religion in this important Canton. It quite de- 
lights me to be able to say this. I have so often 
had to give you unfavourable accounts, that I 
have a double pleasure, when truth allows the 
to unite with charity in my reports. The educa- 
tion of the children is strictly attended to — 
indeed every parent is compelled to send his 
ehildrcti to school and catechism. . In this re- 
.'5|)cct the Swiss Governments possess a real 
moral power. In the police of the towns ; 
tile suppression of vice; the {irobibition of 
ilieatri's; the banishing of bad persons at once, 
and without ceremony; the. laws against lux- 
ury, &e. ; it is amazing what a salutary influ- 
ence some of these States exercise over tT^eir 
eoinpurativcly diminutive territories. 
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The town of Bern contains about a ninth 
part of the population of Liverpool or Man- 
chester ; and all the Canton not a fourth part 
of the jiopulation .of Loudon — indeed the 
twenty-two Swiss Cantons are not much more 
populous than that one immense city.* Every 
thing therefore falls immediately under the 
notice of -the magistrates, and may be checked 
at its first appearance. And this sort of pa- 
ternal, though perhaps somewhat arbitrary, re- 
straint, being connected generally with the 
faithful preaching of the Gospel, all seems to 
be done, that any government can do, for (he 
suppression of public immorality and the en 
couragement of piety and virtue. 

I / Whereas in England things are on a very 
different footing. The overgrown population 
of the metropolis, the extent of the other com 
mercial towns and cities, the jealousy of tlieu 
civil rights which prevades all ranks, the meu 

A Switzerland contains 1,750,000 inhahitaitts Lou. 
doi^ 1^^74,800 ; Bern, 13,340; Liverpool, . 

the Cii^n of Bern, 215,000. 



LETTER IX. COMPARISON WITH ENGLAND. 20Z 

sure of political and religious liberty which 
they claim and enjoy, the influence of public 
opinion on Parliament and ministers of state, 
the tone of religious sentiment given by the* 
bishops and clergy, all combine to prevent 
the interference of an arbitrary discipline, and 
to leave things at the disposal of law and the 
general feelings of the nation. Undoubtedly 
this has degenerated too often into negligenoe 
and disorder, especially in the permission of 
blasphemous and seditious publications, in 
the neglect of the education of our poor, and 
in the inadequate provision for the public 
worship of God. Nor has the faithful preach- 
ing of the Reformed doctrines in their sim- 
})licity and vigour, been always so general 
with us, as it seems to have been in the Swiss 
churches. . 

Still, in Englaud there is .a principle of 
renovation implanted, and concealed, as 'it 
were, in all our' free IpsUtutions, which re- 
vives whenever the mercy of God visj^ our 
country, and which was never, perhf^, litore 
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powarfally at work tbao at present. The 
standard of religious sentiment is rapidly ad- 
vancing, our clergy are rising from their tor- 
’por, and are preaching and living according 
to the Gospel ; the influence of public seutj- 
ment is turned, in a considerable degree, to 
the side of piety and good morals; our Go- 
vernment favours the progress of this mighty 
change; Parliament itself begins to move; our 
Bible and Missionary institutions are in some 
proportion to our wealth and commercial great- 
ness. Now, in the small governmeuts ot 
Switzerland, I suspect that much more must 
depend on the personal character of the mem- 
bers of the Government, and much less on pub- 
lic opinion. And if a spirit of negligence as t<. 
morals, or of persecution as to religion, should 
pervade the minds of the chief |)orsoiis in .1 
Canton, there would be far less hope ofa ret <1 
very than in England. 

'But 1 am iiidulging too much in this >ort 01 
refioc^ons, for a stranger; the state ol ihm^- 
in the ton of Bern is at present dcliuhtlul 



LETTER IX. SIR HENRY WOTTON. 265 

' I 

and, after all, under every form of government, 
the extent of real spiritual religion in the 
heart and life, must ever depend on a higher 
cause — the pure preaching of the doctrine of 
Christ, and the grace of God’s blessed Spirit. 
May that grace descend more and more on our 
own happy country and all Christian nations 
and churches, yea, on all mankind! 


1 am your affectionate brother, 

D. W. 

# 

P. S. As 1 have been speaking ’on the sub- 
ject of Strangers’ Books, I cannot close my 
[.('ttcr without mentioning the two ingenious 
siinlences which were written in the time of 
our James I. by the celebrated Sir Henry "Wot- , 
foil, whose advice to Milton I noticed in a 
lornicr letter. 


I’hc first is a keen satire ; and would have 
1 m (11 more complete if the ambiguity of- the 
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English word, lie, could have been expressed 
iQ-tfae Latin : 

“ An ambassador is an honest man sent to 
lie abroad for the good of his country — 
Legatus est vir bonus peregre missus ad 
raentiendum republics caiis^.” 

The other is more grave, but not without a 
touch of humour ; for I suppress the long so 
lemn list of Sir Henry’s titles, and of his various 
embassies, which precedes it : 

“ Henricus Wottonius, &c. &c. &c. tanch lu 

* 

hoc didicit, Animas fieri sapientiores quie- 
scendo.” — “Henry Wotton, &c. &c. &c s* 
length learned this, That souls are mad* 
wiser by being quiet.” 

The first was written early in Sir Hein > 
life, and was’ printed from the Latin ^ <i|*v 
night years afterwards, and maliciously Iran 
^l^d on several glass windows at Vi. 
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nice, where lie then resided as JBiiglish Am- 
bassador^ The other was the cool and wmghty 
result o^ experience, after a long life spent in 
diplomatic services. 

I wish all the sentences written now were 
as well worth remembering. 
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Notice 

Of the Public Fast at Bern. 

This public religious service is annual in 
the Swiss churches, and is attended to with 
much solemnity by all classes. Surely other 
churches might do well to imitate so good an 
example. What cause, have w-e in England, 
at the time I am writing this (February, 1B2-')). 
for thanksgiving as well as for humiliation 
for thanksgiving on account of the unnnin- 
bered blessings which God has vouchsafed 
to us ) blessings almost unparalleled in the 
iiistory of nations — for Immilialion on account 
■of our, alas! too flagrant and aggravatffi 
'national sins. Surely the growing senst; oi 
religious obligation which marks' tlie genera! 
''body of people in England, would su[)porf lli< 
.Venerable Heads of our Church in so s. a 
'sonable an appointment. The highest piltfli *1 


* Referred (o p, 2(i(). 
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public prosperity always touches on the most 
fearful reverses, by leading to pride, luxury, 
vice, and forgetfulness of God. I insert the 
whole of the valuable document from which I 
have given a passage or two above. I never 
saw a copy of it in this country. 


NOUS AVOYER^T CONSEIL DE LA 
VILLE ET REPUBLIQUE DE BERN, 
assiirons Nos chers et fiddles rcssortissans de 
notre gracieuse bieiivbillance, et leur faisons 
savoir : 


Que, di* concert avec Ics autres Etats reform^s de la 
Confederation, Nous avoas arr6tfe de faire c6l6brer, Jeudi 
\ I Septembre prochaiii, uii jour solennel d*actions de 
.prices, de jeAue et de pri^re. 

Et qui de nous, chers et fiddles rcssortissans, ne se 
hi utirait avec Nous port^ d remercier Dieu publiqucment, 
et du fond d^un coeur touche, en refl^ebissant d tous lea 
bienfaits qu’il a repandus siir nous pendant cette ann6e si 
pleine d'6v6riemen8 f Une paix profonde r4gne ati sein de. 
noire patrie, et dans les contr^es qui nous avoisinenty tan- 
dis que dans d autres pays p | ms 6Ioignfes le fl6au de la 
guerre trouble la prosp6rit6 des peoples : et de cette 
tranquillite d^coulent pour la vie domestique et publique 
d’inoinbrables benedictions qui s^etendent sur tojAf les ^tats 
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6t aur tons les &ges. La terre a iik fertile aa«de 1^ de toute 
cl|»6raDce, et par ses riches productions a confondu les 
inquietudes de ceux, auxquels la temperature variable ct 
pluvieuse de retd faisait craindre le retour de la disette. 
£t si par-ci par-id des orages ont occasionne quelque perte, 
que ce dommage est peu de chose en coraparaison de tout 
le bien que nous avons re^ue de la main du Seigneur ! ce 
•n^a ete en quelque sorte qu'un avertissement pour nous 
rappeler qu’tl est en sa puissance de nous donner on de 
nous enlever ce qui nous est le plus necessaire. 

Et pourquoi ne ferions-iS)us pas mention du plus ex- 
. cellent de tous les dons de Dieu, de la sainte religion de 
Jdsus, qui est enseign^e pureraent dans les eglises et dans 
les dcoles, et qui est une source intarissabJe de verite, de 
vertu, et de consolation pour taut de niilliers d’amcs: 

Si Inexperience journali^re de c^tte grace du Seigneui 
qui se tniiltiplie sur nous de tant de rnanieres^ doit a juste 
titre nous ahimer A la celebrer avec joie ; Nous ne sau~ 
rions cependant vous le ^acher,. un regard jete sur retnt 
religieux et moral de Notre peuple, devoile une giandf 
corruption, qui en verile nous rend indignes d’une lellc 
gr&ce. Uhe 14gdret6 sans homes se manifesle dans les 
villes et d la campagne sous line multitude de formes ; 
dans Kindiff6reit^ touchant la connaissance et ^adoration 
'de £^eu, chez pJusieurs dans un total abandon des temples 
du Seigneur, dans I'oMvetfe, le goftt du luxe, et une v\c 
d4r6gl^e, qui entrafneni ia ruiiie de families eiili^res, com- 
me aussi des individus en particulier. Et c5ie (k ceUe 
dSpl&rable et criminelle Ifegi^relfe, n’uvons-nous pas la clou- 
letir cle voir dans quelques coiureos des liomnuis i s 
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continuer k faire uh hdrrible abua des cboaes divines^ dc 
tout ce qu’il y a de plus saint^ pour tromper les simples, 
pour s6duire les faibles, et se livier k la plus grossidre im** 
morality f Des iniquit^s aussi graves ayant lieu^ ainsi quie 
tant d’autres transgressions qui minent insensiblem^t la 
prosp6rite publique et domestique; le soin paternel que 
Nous devons prendre du salut de Nos resortissans Nous 
oblige & les exhorter sdrieusement^ de recourir d la gr^ce 
de Dieu cn Jesus Christ, et de chercher aupres de Lui le 
pardon des p6ch6s par une repentance non feinte, une foi 
vive, et line conversion veritable, se rappelant soigneuse- 
nient qu^il ne faut pas s’en tenir ^ la simple proniesse de 
s’amender, mais que Je sacrifice agreable au Tres-Haut, 
e’est une vie Chretienne selon la verite, la puret4, et la 
cliarite. 

Nous attendons avec confiance, que quiconque desire 
ie bien de la patric, et son propre avantage, ne mahquera 
pas au jour de jefine procliain, d’iraplorer pour cet effet 
de Tamour 6ternel lo secours d’enhaut, et la conservation 
des bieiis pr6cieux duiit nous jouissons. 

Mais pour pievenir autant que possible tout ce qui 
pcuinait troubler la devotion pendant ce jour solennel de 
jeftne, Nous ordonnons eiitin s&rieusement, que durant 
tout ce saint jour, et la veille depuis les trois heures de 
Papr^s-diiier, toutes les auberges et pintes. soient fera^es 
()()ui chacun, except^ pour les voyageurs Strangers ; Wous 
defoiidons eu ineinc temps les courses ind€ceutes d’une. 
paroissc dans une autre, et enteiidpns que chacun fr6quente 
feglise de sa paroissc. 
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. Veuilie TAuteur de toute gr&ce lui-m^me faire servir 
ceite institution A sa sainte gloire, A la prosp6rit£ de la 
patrie, et d Tavancement du bonheur de chacun en par- 
ticulier. 

Donn^ le 18 Aodt, 1823. 

Chancellerie de ftewe. 
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llattlo of Moral — Avcnche — Payerne — Lausanne — Re- 
lonnation — 'rran.slation of Scott — Lake of Geneva — 
I .(Hillings — Calvinism — Nyon — Coppet — M. Neckar 
Madam de Staiil — Geneva — Rhone — Steam Boat 
-Dtatli of Missionaries Johnson and Palmer — The 
Popt' - I’ornoy — Voltaire — Sunday at Lausanne — ^ 
\ ’i» arljn-> P« rseculion — CalviiPs Will — Arret6 at 


Canton of Fribourg, \5 Miles from 
Ikni, Momlaj/, August 25, 1823. 

'ni,\Uf:sT SlVVKU, 

At length \vi) liavo loft Bern, eighteen 
our arrival. \Vc liavc been driving 
P '} through a sweet country, though of lie- 

‘•00 T 
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cessity less striking than the Oberland, which 
still captivates ray iraagination. On reflection, 
I feel more and more gratifled at having had 
health and strength to visit it. The Jungfrau, 
the Avalanches, the Giessbach, the Glacier of 
the Rhone, and the valley of the Reuss, seem 
quite to fill and overwhelm my mind. Even 
the Righi, bad as the weather was, has left a 
strong impression on my recollection. Next to 
a perfectly clear day, I conceive nothing could 
have been finer than the beholding the tremi ii 
dous storm gathering in the horizon, hour'- 
before it burst upon us, contrasted witli tiu 
sweet sunshine on the opposite side. 1 must 
tell you, that good old Mr. Wyttenbach e;dl< d 
on us before we left Bern, and gau- u'^ io' 
blessing: and that three young ladic- out 
our congregation yesterday, seemed a g'iod 
deal affected with the disconrsf- ; th» y 
to us this morning with evident inten;st and 
anxiety. It is impossible to, reckon on da 
impressions made by a single sermon; but in- 
tention to truth is ^ways a hopeful sign, ami 
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may lead on to consideration, repentance, con- 
version ; — faith cometh by hearing^” 

It is, perhaps, scarcely worth adding to 
what I have said about Bern, that the founder 
of tlie town was a Duke of Zaehringen. He is 
represented over one of the gates, in a colossal 
form, twenty feet or more high. In all these 
towns and cantons, you should know, that 
the walks and varied beauties of nature are 
opened to the public, and you are sure to find 
shady paths and convenient seats for your re- 
pose; jjothing is usurped as of private use. 

1 forgot to say, that at Lucern, all the dogS 
ill the town are secured with muzzles of brass 
or iron, placed loosely over the mouth ; nothing 
could be more curious, than to meet ten or 
t web e of these poor animals in every street, 
thus deprived of liberty, 

iMorat, where we now are dining, is beauti- 
iiiily situated on the lake of that name; it is 
one thousand four hundred and sixty feet above 
the .M U, and has a thousand inhabitants. It is 
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celebrated for one of those great battles, by 
which a small number of Swiss heroes over- 
came France and Austria, and established 
their independence. The battle of Morat was 
fought June 22, 1476, against Charles Duke of 
Burgundy. Two thousand heroes kept an 
army of seventy thousand French in check, at 
Morat, till the Swiss Confederates could ar- 
rive — Couriers were dispatched in all direc- 
tions to hasten their march — In three weeks 

•thirty-five thousand men were collected 

They at once resolved to attack the enemy’s 
camp; and they gained a complete victory, 
Three-and-twenty thousand of Charles’s ai- 
my perished on that day; and the Duke 
escaped with diflSculty, with three thousaiui 
cavalry, ‘ to Merges. The Swiss loss wa^ 
four hundred killed, and six luaidred 
wounded. 

The Lake of Morat, is only six miles long, 
and two broad ; but abounds in a fish called 
sabet, said to be the largest of all the fresh 
water kinds. We have had a fearfully lua 
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ride of four hours and a half. This is the 
fourth hne day we have had in succession. 

Payerne, Canton de Vaud, half-past Nine, 
Monday Night. — We left Morat at half-past 
six, and soon came to the spot where the 
battle of Morat was fought. A building for- 
merly stood there, forty-four feet by fourteen, 
containing the bones of the Burgundians who 
foil, with this truly Swiss inscription : “ The 
army of Charles, Duke of Burgundy, besieg- 
ing Morat, was slain by tlm Swiss, and left 
bobind them this monument, in 1476” — “ hoc 
siii monumentum reliquit.” The building was 
destroyed by the French, in 1798. A new and 
simple column was erected last year, with this 
inscription, “ Victoriam, 22 Jun. 1476, patrum 

ooiKordia partam, novo signal lapide Repub- 
# 

lieu Fribourg, 1822.” “ The victory obtained 
by the union of their forefathers, 22d June,. 
I47t>, is marked with a- new column by the 
({opublic; of Fribourg, 1822” — a simple and 
sublime record ! 
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* 

About half-past seven we passed through 
Avenche, the ancient Aventicom, founded 589 
years before Christ, and a most flourishing 
city and a capital of Helvetia, under the Em- 
peror Vespasian, from A. D. 89 — 77. It was 
destroyed by Attila in the fifth century. We 
saw the ruins of the Roman tower, walls, am- 
phitheatre, altars, temples ; and drove for a 
mile over what formerly constituted Aventi- 
cum. An inconsiderable village is all that 
now remains of what was once the metropolis 
of Swit2erland. Thus the glory of cities passes 
away. The spot abounds with ancient in- 
scriptions; one is too curious to bo ojiiitbul. 
Tacitus relates, that Julius Alpiuus, chief ma- 
gistrate of Aventicum, was massacred by or(i< a 
of Aulus Caecina, in the year 09; in sjjite of 
the prayers of his daughter. An inscription 
has been found in the antiquities of the townj 
which remarkably confirms this historical facL 
It is an epitaph, most simple and touching, on 
this very daughter, and supposed to bewritft'!! 
by herself, I, Jidia Alpinula, here lie, tin 
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unhappy offspring of an unhappy fether. I 
could not avert by my entreaties the death of 
my father; the fates had appointed him an evil 
death. I lived XXIII. years.”* It is thus 
that incidental circumstances corroborate the 
truth of history. The Scripture annals have 
been cojifirmed a thousand times in a similar 
manner ; and though they embrace a period of 
several thousand years, and touch'on the his- 
tory of all countries, and have lain open to the 
misrepresentations of unbelievers in every age, 
iiotliing has ever been established to weaken 
their aullietiticity. 

T'uesday Morning, August 26. — 
U t> s<>t dfl' this morning’ at half-past eight. 
Ih'l'ore breakfast, we went to see the church 
.>i P.iyeriie, where there is a tomb of Queen 
ihalha, who built, in 962, the Cathedral, from 
flic mins of Avenche; the edifice is now used 

“ .lulia Alpinula hie jaceo, infelicis piitris infelix 
pi oli s. hixorare patris uecem non potui ; male- mori in 
laiN ill) » iat. Vixi annos, XXIII.” — Grut. Inscrip. Tac. 

(list, b, ! rt >2. 
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as a bam. We saw also, the curious saddle 
which she used, made of wood cased with irdn, 
and with a high fraiyework, like a child’s go- 
cart, so as to defend and fix the whole body. 
We are now at a small town called Moudon, 
twelve miles from Payerne — one thousand 
four hundred souls — built by the Romans, on 
the Broie river, which joins the lakes of Morat 
and Neufclf&tel. The country here is much 
more tame than in the Oberland (indeed you 
must expect dull letters after the wonders of 
the Alps), but still fruitful, variegated, agree- 
able. 

Now let me answer your inquiries about ilu 
beds in the Pays Bas and Germany (fur my 
letters are miscellanies indeed) : 1st. NVe wi k 
in danger of rolling out, from the incliiud, 
shelving form of the high, thick, awkward, 
trebled mattresses; the beds inclined both from 
one side to the other, and from the head to the 
foot. 2d. If you kept in bed, then you wcio 
in danger of losing all the scanty clothes at 
once, by the slightest change of position. 
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If you laid hold of the clothes to prevent this, 
then you infallibly uncovered your feet; and 
in rising to adjust the clothes, the whole bed 
became deranged. 4th. When other things 
were settled, you had to search about with 
your hands in the straw of the mattresses, and 
push down some of the principal bumps as 
well as you could. 5th. The curtains being 
suspended on a ring or hoop, from the top of 
the room (the beds having no posts), you were 
in danger of pulling down the whole canopy 
upon you, if you drew the curtains .round 
yon. Util. All these dangers being over, you 
were exposed every minute, till the house was 
ipiiot, to persons of all descriptions coming into 
your room; for the lock would sometimes not 
! urn, and you had no bolts. Then^ 7th, The 
servants knew not one word of French; and, 
lastly, the beds themselves were so small, and 
-;o beset with hard wooden sides and ends, 
ibat you were infallibly exposed to injuring 
\oiir bands, or arms, or head, by violent blows. 
Now \v(; are in Switzerland, the beds are gene- 
rally belter. 
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. LMusanne, Capital of Pays de Vaud, Tues- 
day Night . — We arrived here at eight o’clock. 
The drive of twelve miles was fine and beau- 
tiful. We crossed Mount Jorat, two thousand 
seven hundred and seventy feet above the sea. 
The mountains on the other side of the Lake 
of Geneva were clearly visible; but Mount 
Blanc (the great popular curiosity of Switzer- 
land, or Savoy, properly speaking) was ob- 
scured with clouds. As we approached Lau- 
sanne, the Lake and adjoining coiintr}' opened 
beautifully before us. The peasants have liere 
anew variety of bonnets — a straw one, rising 
above the head in turrets, and ending in a sort 
of handle at the top, soinetliing like a bell. 
Lausanne is a town of eleven thonsjuul soul'. 
Protestant; one thousand six Imndnrl u-.i 
eighty feet above the sea. It is situated <0, 
three hills with their intermediate valii<'s, m, 
that many of the streets are steep. It is fiih d 
with voituriers and carriages of all sorts, and 
claims a kind of privilege of furnishing travel- 
lers, who commonly enter Switzerland by way 
of France, for their Swiss tour in the sum 
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nier, aod their Italian in the winW. The 
Lake of Leman, or Geneva, on which it 
stands, is the largest in Switzerland, after that 
of Constance. It is above forty 'miles long, 
and ten broad ; forty small rivers^ besides the 
Rhone, fall into it ; Geneva is at the other end 
of it. A steam-boat has just begun to sail in 
it, for the first time in Switzerland. 

We heard yesterday and to*day of the 
eflects of the dreadful storm on Wednesday 
•light, when we were on the Righi; seven 
iioiises and many heads of cattle were de- 
sfioyed. What thanks do we owe to a good 
Providence for preservation ! One. stroke of 
liglitiiiiig iiiiglit liave summoned the crowded 
u,uesi.s of our inu, and us amongst them, to 
(lieir eternal account ! You have no idea, in 
England, of the storms in these warmer cli- 
mates. 

Lmmmue, Wednesday, Three o'clock . — ^We 
iiavf; taken lodgings for a month, with liberty 
In (piH at a fortnight. A kind, excellent Swiss 
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fridod,- whom we knew in London, has been 
i^efktigable for our comfort. We have a suite 
of four rooms on the first floor, looking full on 
the fine Lake of Geneva ; a sitting rooni about 
twenty-five feet square ; three bed rooms, and 
a cabinet; all neat, and even elegant; with an 
approach through a gateway and yard, from 
the main street ; so that we have the most ex- 
quisite view imaginable on the one side, and 
all the comforts of a town on the other. We 
have a nice little garden, to which we descend 
from our parlour; from this we look down 
upon a sweet garden belonging to another 
house; from which the vineyard.s begin still 
lower down the hill, and these vineyards e\ 
tend to the Lake itself. We pay two hmidred 
and forty francs a month, about two ponnd' 
ten shillings a week. It is no recommendaiio!. 
to us, but we are informed, that Gibbon inba 
bited our lodgings for six weeks, befun; la- 
own house was ready for his reception. 

♦ Gibbon llius describes the situation of bin bonso , 
which is quite applicable to our charming bMlgings -. " I <>« - 
cupy a spacious and convenient mansion, connectedoii tin 
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Thursday, Six o’clock Morning, August 28. 
— Lausanne is by no means a fine town in it- 
self, but it is most beautifully situated. It 
stands above five hundred feet above the Lake, 
and is a fine object from a distance. There 
are charming walks just beyond it, on one of 
the hills, commanding a view of the Lake, and 
of the part of the town which stands upon a 
second and nearly parallel hill. The inter- 
mediate valley is filled with vines. Noble 
tree.s and scats increase the pleasure of the 
promenade. It was amongst the earliest 
towns to embrace the Reformation in the six- 
teenth century. The proverbial dissoluteness 
(if manners of the Popish clergy of that era, 
In still talked of in Lausanne. The Church 
of St. Anne, and the houses of the priests, 
were, in fact, turned into places of the grossest 
and most abandoned profligacy. It was thus, 

uoith side with the city, and open on the south to a beautiful 
and boundless horizon. A garden of four acres has been laid 
out by tlu; taste of M. Deyverdun ; from the garden a 
I n il .scenery of meadows and vineyards descends to the 
). email Lake, and the prospect far beyond the Lake is 
crowned by the stupendous mountains of Savoy.” 
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that the enormity of the evil, prepared men to 
receive the remedy. 

Never was any point of history more 
clearly made out than the necessity of the 
Reformation. Christianity was almost forgot- 
ten, both in its doctrines and duties; and a 
frightful code of superstition, 'united with 
•manners the most corrupt, was rapidly oblite- 
rating every trace of its genviinc cliaracler. 
Even as the Roman Catholic religion exists 
now, a reformation would have been indispen- 
sable. But we are to judge of the importance 
of that great event, not by what Popery acfu 
ally is, after the tacit influence on it of tln-t'e 
centuries of evangelical truth, in the Heforined 
churches; but by what it was before iMartin 
Luther separated from it, and by whai li, 
would have been, long before the present day 
if that heroic Reformer and liis noble assci- 
ciates had not acted as they did. Ami we are 
to recollect, that besides the gross errors, bo(h 
in faith and practice, which disgraced i( fhen, 
and which disgrace it still, it cherishes a ■.ps- 
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rit of persecution, insists on all its absurdities 
as matters of faith, imposes its iron yoke on 
the conscience, and will hear of no remon- 
strance, no advice, no correction.^ 

The Panorama in London gives an accu- 
rate and pleasing view of the.entrance to Lau- 
sanne from Geneva. In the evening, the dear 
children and I spent all the time in our sweet 
little garden,, or rather terrace, for we have a 

'^riiis tyrannical dominion is one characteristic of the 
fallt n Cliinch of I?ome. We offer the Papists every 
tiling wc oiiglit, and more than wc ought/’ says Luther, 
wc only claim to ourselves the liberty of conscience, 
Nvliich wc have in Chiist Jesu.s. We will not be com- 
pel lc<l nr bound in conscience to any work, so that by 
it N\(' should be righteous, by omitting it condemned. 
\\ t will willingly use the same meats with them, and ob- 
i 1 vt the same feasts and fasts, if they will only permit us to 
keep them of our free choice, and cease from those threat- 
rning woids, by which they have hitherto terrified and sub- 
jected the whole world: 'We command, we insist, we 
1 \{ omnmnicate,’ &c. Here we will, and ought to be 
rclxls, and pertinacious; otherwise we should lose the 
truth of the Gospel, and our liberty, which we have, not 
iu Cipsar, in kings, in princes, nor in the Pope, the 
world, and the flesh, but in Christ Jesus.” — Comm, in 
Gal. p. 71. Wittenb. 1635. 
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wall and iron railing which supports the 
ground of which it is composed ; and this 
railing prevents our falling down thirty or forty 
feet into the next terrace-garden, which is 
immediately below us towards the Lake. It is 
now six in the morning: the three windows 
of our saloon are open ; the sun is mounting 
pve^ the hills on the other side of the Lake, 
Snd shedding a lovely tint on every object. 
t)ur kind fellow-traveller and my eldest son 
lire going with me, in a car, to Geneva (thirty 
miles), that I may not lose a moment in seeing 
aft^y the translation of Scott. 

You know that I have been sonic fiine cn 
gaged in assisting to have this admirable prar 
tical comment on the Scriptures trunslahal 
into French. The whole body of Frmieh I’ni 
testant Theology affords no one plain, spiri 
tual, solid exposition of the Holy Seriptun >. 
With immense difficulty 1 have found a traie 
lator well skilled^in Lngli.sh, accusioineii lo 
literary occupation, master of a good style 
and of the same sentiments with my author. 
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aiild ’ dariog spirit of tod many modem reli> 
^odists, have no. warratit in the writings of 
Calvin. A“ more sober, practical, holy writer, • 
generally speaking,, does hot exist. There was, 
nndonbtedfy, sonmthing- bar^ in his charac- 
ter; he carried his acuteness too far in his 
system of divinity, so. as to overstep, in, my 
judgment,' the exact moderation of the Sacred 
Writings; ^and in his scheme of church govern- 

^ fhent, he follow^, not -the Episcopalian, but 
♦ 

the Presbyterian model. His virtues bordered 

on severity; But, after all these deductions, 

he was amongst the very first men of his own 

or <tny agl; and the objections raised against 

* 

his'writb^ in modem times, have little or no- 
thing to 46 . with fail failings, but might be al- 
itiihii^as Well rait«d ag^ the Scriptures 

atatd^of^ttrO'ihll of hiasi»''oi|aalratioo by grace, 
■of regeneration by the 
iiol'y Spirl^ i^d^Ol ^liioly oWdien^ as the &mt 

'things in 

■ I* * - ■ 

the «mI of 
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wfaicb trute rel^ion* consists ; #l»d, Aer^fore, 
they are distasteful to the pride aod 'Seos^lity 
of fallen man. ; This dislike sometimes as- 
sumes one disguise* and sometimes another; 
bat it is only, kr disguise — the dislike is to vital 
godliness itself. What is pow opposed m 
England as Calvinism, was opposed in tlm 
preceding s^e under: other names; and iffiiU be 
opposed in the next age under nunes still 
varying with the fashion of the day. . 

iVyon, on the road to- Q.mevay %l One 

o'clock, Thursday. are sitting in a garden, 

* - 

at a most beautiful spot on the-Eake; which,; 
with its deep-blue waters is rippUng bi^ojre ue. • 
We set olf in our car at seven tb.is iQQri}iog,:iny 
sou driving, and .my :foead and 1 going jnsid^. 
The day i$ hot, bti|„beautiful. W© have", driven 
most of the way throagh .vineyards,’ whtph 
have little ov.nd fence, to them^ <Thegr8^i(^'are 

now large, mud ia.itomn: few h«t 

the vintage vdll . not tah^ mondi.. 

We ptfssed ;thifo«^lt 
lovely towns, hi^;onra;:bay 
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LakfV and afibrding, as yon approach tbein, a 
charming view. , • 

We are now at Nyon, the spot where 
Csesar, after defeating the Helvetii, founded 
' the first Roman colony, fifty-six yeare before 
the birth of our Lord. All here is fertility, 
indushry, and fruitfulness. This Lake of Ge- 
neva is diversified by perpetual bays, jtowns, 

r 

chateaux, vineyards, orchards, country-houses. 
I- observe, in the towns, that the shopkeepers, 
in their signs, give not merely a single figure, 
as in Ei^landL; as of a man, a boot, a bottle, 
,a hat, &c.; but a long board filled with all the 
figu'iesi«;of difiereiit sorts of* boots, bottles, 
hats, which they happen to sell; so that you 
have qinte an historical, painting — ^in wretched 
style of (miijrae. <r 

About six miles^iefpre we ^ine to Geneva, 

. we passed thrpv^ the beauftfiil village of Cop- 
p^, celebrated as Ibe residence Of M.. Neckar, 
ati^ of still htbre dis^i^igfiid^d dai^iiter, 
MSiIb^ 1 ; '^ch' -ii^o^id'-'have 
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called at the chateau, to which I'had been Hu- 
vited by the kindness of the present pocfsessor, 

the Baron de Stael ; but I found it was impos- 

0 • ' . ' 

sible. You, will be charmed to hear that tbe 
Baron with his noble and amiable sister* are 
blessings'to the neighbourhood.- Their beUevo- 
lence and piety are sn'oh, that they acquaint 
themselves with the circomstaoit^ of '^1 the 
poor families arouud them, and. administer re^ 
lief to their bddies attd minds'. It is quite de- 
lightful to think, that the.descendants oConeof 
the most able statciimeD of France, and of peri- 
hsiips tbe most brilliant Writer of her age,c should 
be devoting all their talents to the difiusion of 
the truest philosophy, the illiuninaffo^und mbr 
ral elevation of their fellow-creatures,, by; the 
knowledge of thq HdlytSOr^tures, smd of thf 
blessings of real Christianity as purefaitBed’fby 
our Lordvand iSaviouri ..It was with extreqie 
regret I found myself p^ble^ovmi td^ 
short stay _ 

.i" 

arrived ibouf 
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difea^!iie6abl« journey in point of fati^e; our 
little low car placed ug, as we approached the 
cityj in the midst of the dust; and we met a 
continued sucCesskm^of carriages. The coun- 
try continued sweet) and beautiful. The view 
of the Cathedral, end; other buildings of the 
city, from; the hilij is very fine, chiefly from the 
circdmstance^of its being; ’placed at the ex- 
tremity of the Lake, just where its waters flow 
out * and fottn the' Rhone; This noble river, 
which’?! ■ fa w -Springing ftOm the glacier, be- 
tween the OriidscV and the ^Ftirca, and which 
was then a ^Oam ^of > mere turbid snow-;water, 
enters the Lake of Geneva at Boverat, 'nearly 
of the mnddy white colour; but when it 
flows out and enters France, it is of the clearest 
de^^Mue colour, ;pute to the^hottom. It seems 
to be neairiy]^; wide )Here, ’^as the Thames at 
LohdOn. ■' As 'it > S’tdls dn- tb <Lyoii, it receives 
Sevdra'triveiw as. 'feigb-as it^ till at last, in 

, ^ ..I ' • . , > , 

its approach to the Meditefrahean,* it surpasses, 
Ih TolbiinC and rapiclity, the Bhine. It is, alto- 
■:gi^ei^, '?(^>bf'^flioii|phiQjjiii<)iivers of '®«h*ope. 
B thlOugh^^ in ‘twb or /thtee 
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large slxeams^froin the* lake; v^d,;ConveBient’ 
bndges are. thrown over tbem. 

Geneva is very, ancient; it is .mentioned by 
Caesar as^ the last town of the Allobroges, and 
the nearest to the borders of H€lvetia,r „ It now 
contains twenty>five thousand aouls, in^, about 
one thousand houses, whicli . gives BIBjfch 
l^ec, proportipu for each > houite^ than ^ any 
other pU,ce I ant acquainted with.; 'The bouses 
are accordingly very < h%h-~fi ve or six stories. 
Many of the .stpeets have a peculiarly, ^awk- 
ward appearance flirom^ -the at this -ex^ 

treme height, Jutting ont 'oyei^^he streets ten 
or twelve ifeet, and being ^mopped- up, j^y poles, 
or wooden’ pillars, fixedfjbn the ground bdpw, 
and then secumd'*' cross^beaihS. 
Nothing caii bf:^ se^awktyai^l aad what in- 
crease tb^ay^ufai^eai} ia^;^ small rows 
of shops rnnippposito ^ howes between the 
foot'way' i^d lbe%8tyeot resembles 

somewhat Q.av;upeient;;dityL^f .^-Ipheste^^ * The 

..■’"'■■'’iKh a^Vto' he-gta- 

fbiaily wirioyed, /iJ /'j ^vv,- ^ ’ , 
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• des^hs amODgst the Missi<^ries> "of vrhich 
. your letter ^ave MO the iccount, are the way 
to life. ' Johoson^ and Palmer are names dear 
to the churches of Africa. I knew them both. 
Johnson attended me for some time before he 
went to Africa, < to recmve. such advice and . 
ifi^rilDtion as' I could give ‘biro. The $nr- 
success of bis labours has often filled 
my heart with gratitude.* His simplicity and 
devbtedUess. were seldom equalled. 

Palmer was also a man of peculiar faith 
atrd'f lore. ‘ fife- bad won' my heart. In early 

# , 'A 

life he bad bi^n in the. army. In the retreat 
of Sir John Moore to Corunna be was quite a 
boy, and would have perished, if an officer had 
uot rolled-bim in a Idab'hetVand thrown him 
oh’ hovsebifek bcAiiUd thus rescued 

ISw. I 

femember ther tivid description he gave me of 


[le s' tTOO.psoj^ st Kq[;eia» > 

|;IW Siwra of shpve IQOO chil- 

c<my^d^Ne- 
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that dreadful* field. He described ;to me the 
majestic figure of Lord WelliogtoD as ‘ he 
hastened on his lioe charger, with his telescope 
in bis hand, and his loose Spanish' cloak fioat- 
iug behind him, to different par^ of the. line. 
At the close of the 'war, he dfev;oted himself to 
another and a higher service; on that^’vice 
he had just entered, when ' it plea^<|^£Spj^ 
thus to call him to hioaself, vfitb his wife a^ 
infant child. How inscrutable are the ways 
of Providence. Johnson was removed in the 
midst of bis eminent success ; Palmet* io 'the 
dawn of future promise. Johnson from the 
four or five hundred converts, and the seven- 
teen hundred hearers whom be had heen the 


means- pf collecting! ’arouhd ' him Palmer 


from the crowded population of Free Town, 
wlK^re a wide field of;iprol^ble wwefulnws 
opening befhre h^i The 1<^ of twp 'SC^ 
men is a heavyi i|i4>ke,r aini^ ’ wa# .*mea»l:«|d;*%» , 


felt; that God 

sanctify; ovOrrhlei^' c^ The 

more iriy P'i^'1^p^’hds_.fei^!4,*<^|e'»‘^ 
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sockness and sufferings. I am m;^self, indeed, 
wonderfully better: I eat, sleep, and bear 
fatigue well ; still 1 am hot Without feelings of 
weakness at tinies-^and as life flows on, I. see 
eternity more vividly before me.- 

The news has jUst arrived here, that the 
Pb|^. is dead> Rt the age »of eighty-two or 
ie%hty-thr^. - ^here is said to be a' currmit 
pm^igey at -Rc>me«'that whatever Pope shall 
*?s*ig®(:tW-enty-/our yeara^ will! bo the last. 
This ,]^opeV;ha8 reigned nearly twenty-four 
year?; WbRld to God he may be the last! 

0»e?.U’c/!fl!ck.*— -I have been tbree or four 
hours with my chief translator. He is evi- 
dently; an amiable, , pious, sensible, scholar- 
like yOung man ; but deje^led^ feeble in health, 
and of a tender,^ and peihsips somewhat scru- 
pulous, mind, St. Matthew is translated in 
fee rpughy .^fndsipUjrt of iM I have 

been ablo; te c^mdtet has 

preyaleuthere, thatl^i^iautuariy dead. 
My^lHends. were solemnlj^iwsjai^ Of! the. fact 
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the Other day; i believe they ar6 now coiir 
vi need that the report was pirehaaturer 

Imusamei Salmday^. AugtiH 30.~I spent 
the evening, yesterday, witb^ my translator bt 
Geneva; saw what be- had dOne in the transla- 
tion, and fixed a meeting with some friends on 
thesamb business for next week; Lmet itolh^ 
course of the evening several 'persons of mnOh 
piety and tenderness of spirit.’ Afterwards I 
walked about many parts of the city, whlch.is 
surrounded with a^beaotiiVii cpDntry. .> A new 
wooden bridge, suspended by fii^n wifes,. 
twisted together like, cords, .and carried Over 
three stone gates or arches, is very curious. 
It leads across the fortifications and fosse, to a 
lovely point for seeing Monk Blanc, wbiob» 
however, the cloudy weather forbad us..tp « 
behold, ■■■■• . ’ ' • . • v- f- 



In the evening nay 'ft’tend and. ';n.oflipaoioo^‘ 
with ray son,. dtovU!o|ut'to^ei|fey,; w 
taire lived. * nPhC ;^‘i||tri!«t| of Milton and. Sir 
Isaac Newton are' tft ; his tombfwas 



“di^^yed by tlieAiiftm^; but he ordered a 
bust to be erected at-Peiwy, fifty years after 

his death — 1828 . The mischief wh^ch he did 

* • * * 

to Switzerf*indf aod especiatly 'to Geneva, is 
not to he described. A previous , decline in 
spiritual religion, and in the great doctrines of 
their! Reformen^ had dispond the Genevese to 
xe^ve the poison of his writings and eicaoiple. 
He boasted' that the magistrates and clergy 
dined' commonly with him ;, that all honest 
men Heists, though some few Calvinists, 
out df a city of twenty-four thousand free- 

t • • ' 

tbiDkers, temaihed f and that be should sooti 
gain over die whole. place. Howard, our ce- 
lebrated pfadanthropistj said, in 1770, that he 
dien found that “ the principles of one of the 
ydest of men (so he describes Voltaire) had 
greatly debased the ancient purity and .splen- 
dour of Geneva.” The feet is, that some even 
of the ministers of religiOU corresponded wi<h 
Voltaire, anid allowed hil^itd ^ 08 * .with Chris- 
tumity ‘ in ' : to t 'thefi^i . They were 

ashamed 'atSO' tO iber^ei^tuat his pri- 
' vate’^theatre, ;'witb jedl'ils^^olhrtil^ons and pro- 



YOhVMKB. 


LETTER X. 


303 ; 


fiuieneRs. eooseqiietieeB n^ed not' be 


stated. 


When speaking on this subject, it is lint- 
possible not to liunOnt, that the Christianity 
which Voltaire beheld, whether in France or 
in Geneva, was not calculated jto give him a 
right impression of its'high and holy tendency. 
Gross' superstition, and a careless Protestant- 
ism, almost equally concealed from him the 
commanding grace and blessedness which the 
doctrine of a divine Saviour, and the rule of 
Christian holiness, are designed to convey. 
Tiie extremp profligacy of the French conrt, 
under the Regency, and tfarohghont the reign 
of Louis XV. must have aided also in 
maturing his infidel and demoralizing prin- 
cij>les. 


This morning at six, my frietid aud 1 re- 
turned to Lausanhey in the $tdMhrboatj leaving 

e 

my son to diiixe ,h«siie''die>l^o .Instead of 
eleven hours ef^^^Qe^.ai!ld.^gne,^we'had 
six hours f^sthge 

over the Lake. We teacbed liaa8ettidft.*<t twelve 
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/ 

o’clock ; and 1 found my dear family all well, 
and most happy in their nice lodgings. The 
heat is very great. The Swiss say, each such 
day is a ton of gold in ripening the vintage. 
In the evening I walked' with my old Lau- 
sanne friend to a beautiful hill, ^called The 
Signal; it presents a panoramic view of the 
town, lake, an^ adjoining country. The as- 
cent is by a lovely winding path in the midst 
of meadows and vineyards. 

Stundey Morning, August 31«<, Lausanne, 
Eleven o'eloek . — I have been already twice to 
chnrcb : at half-past 'six, the parish church 
near us was filled with people;- and I lieard a 
pretty good ' discourse from’ that admirable 
text, As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wildemese^ even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up^ Ihftt wbost^y^ believeth in iiim, 
should not, perish, btit have everlasting life. 
John, iii. 1-4*. 1^. of tibe sermon 

was,- gaiteral, too 

j&^mttlbiry,’ ihylii^no -4he Cathc- 

hm Canton. 

iiifiisV P4o|i0t of#fcii«6» of l^t respect- 
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ability, and of a venerable appearance, about 
sixty-five years of age. The service begait, by 
a young student of th^ collie ascending the 
pulpit, and reading, rather- carelessly, three 
chapters of the BiMe, •whilst the congregatHm 
was assembling. He then read- the Ten Com- 
mandments, and. the summary of them given 
by our Saviour. Upon this he left the pulpit, 
and the preacher mounted it,’ wha began by 
giving out twu verses of a hymn. .Ad oi^n 
led the immense congregation, whilst a chan- 
teur, a sort of clerk, standing Up'^ in tbfe Middle 
of a pew (the congre^tmn, I anr'iOrry to say, 
ipit in singing), swRg with a' loud add dis- 
tinct voice. Then the pi^acber read an excel- 
lent, but brief ctMC^kioii* of sim and some 

prayers.' The vithute ^f'tbis* part of the set^ 

* * 

vice was goodj but, trt f thou^^ vastly infd^ 
rior to'the limpid aiidedii^fngldlui^ of 

n « * 

own churdh. 

He nejrt’ twrtity- 

five miUtttel^1frtli|if. 

as ye edt ’yU^iu' 

vOd. I.' "*• 
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sb6w tfae JLond’s deatib till he <coHie.” Hus 
diviaioDS clear aod appropriate. First. 
Ye ahew forth the foerit and fnt^itiatioa of 
the death of d^riat; secondly. Ye ahew forth 
the iDfioite love Cfttriat .<ip that d^ath, aad 
. the oblation we ai« .iwder of loving each 
other; thirdly, Ye show forth yoii^ belief in 
the fotave coming of yow lord, and the ful- 
^haeat of oU. bis proodses. Thf whole was 
admietddy good; striking, solid, elevated, 
evaogoUcal— peihaps it wanted 

^WmOtithtg to '4he ^liosdion to the heart 

* 

^siiid conachmoe tpwards ’the close. After the 
mmaem* th0.»revoneiid preacher nead a prayer 
Isr Ad slaief of jnen; the c«ee^ ; and a con- 
iditdifig preyser. Tbe.«io<ht,T#^hMiGfaddreiided 
iNmii3r«itth%'Sr}th his dint do^^dthhif the ser< 

^ 4 

idee/ « ioe Jeige hnild* 
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* * * « 
^bove all, ti>Rt Jh« j^ina a peifaputioo of a 

few* very pioa^ ^^M7'n9t ftl^ogifther 

discrpej;, jpersooa wbp lately appeared 

iu the Oapton. ipp^iaitopt tbipg la 

humaa paturpi I!tap»,«dp ant;^ repuMic, 

vrhich boaats pf ita fiee4oai, almost iiKjviailP- 

' t 

rial powers are laasuiped ^y the pragiatialfa 
and clergy. Tfcis i$ exactly wi^at I feared, 
when speaking of* ^rn. As sopp aa apy patr 
son gives olleppe^ i^iio wagistrate^ make no 
scruple of him at 9000. "Jlifty aUoiv 

no dissidents frpiitVt|ip es'iaHifNacpt ; hot a 
soul. A ipiniatpr >j{fio ^ sn«p«iM umanatt 
preach at all, BloW, pt ^epieva, tKOn-popforaa- 
ing ministers, apA moatipgdManafs are toler 
rated, at least for tlte pf^nt. ■ Add - yet at 
Geneva, the church* has openly' dleuad. the 
faith, whilst at Lansanpe, the maip Isotures of 
orthodoxy are shopgly hH Ihnse 

things fnmhiJi miudt matter for ro0potiaf)< 

iiaturdWNo««)te4h|f^s {deration; and proud 
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difference Inclines tOMr^irds toleration, because 
« « 

it Otfdiervalae^ tl|o lin)>0H4i|cb of all religions 
sentimebtfirt 

for otbbrs. 

But ortfa^4^^ the true 

spirit ^df the Crbsp!^h,^of|ea*8i^^hteoiia^ 
goted, proud — ^prpud of taicg^, p^ud of what 

' r * 

it thinks the ciuteet form of tradt, prond of 

„ I 

hoiding others in subjection^, propd of crush- 

» i 

ing opposition, proud of erecting itself as a 

i 

Pope ih its own circle ; it therefore leans to- 
wards persecution*"^ TbeM incidental evils do 
not at all lessen the immense importance of 
truth ; in fact, they are not evils belonging to 
truth, but to the want of a practical, affec- 
tionate, humble apprehension of it, in all its 
exfent* * 

At h^f/'past eleven^ this morning, we went 
to the Bngtish seHlfN»f fhd heard an excellent 
sermon frottt an Bn|^^ <der|ymaB| Who was 
passing through the AK I heard a 


* Set; a«Gosd otiyNe attl^ eiE^ of 8^ letter, p. 314 
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fourth sermon, pretty good, from a Professor 
of the* Catbedlral«<^Biil 1 must 

again aayi;#!^" 


S). w. 

P. S. We think of taking a totir tq^’Cha< 
mouny and the Great St.' Bermti^ nm^ wdefc, 
after my meeting ai Geneva ; leaving lVfra.'W. 
in this beautifoL bouse, where we have one' of 

I » * 

the finest, softe8t*vie%s in Svtitzerland. 



P«£4BKBl.E 

, 

Tq CatvioTs last Will.* 

I sulyoiD) aa a specimen of Calvin’s tlieolo> 
gi(ial views, as well as .of bis spirit and charac- 
ter, the preamble to bis last will, dictated just 
before his d^ath in May, 1564- 

- V . . ^ 

** ill the name of the tiord. Amen. 1, John 

V « 

Calyitt, taipjater of the Word of Cod in the 
church of Cejieva/ bein^ so oppressed and^ 
affiicted with various diseases, tjiat 1 am fully 

iuduced to think that the Jl<ord God has deter- 

♦ 

mined shortly to take me out of this world, 
have ordered to be made and written my 
testament an|^ my last will in the form that 
follows : 

/ 

“ First of all I give thanks to God that 
he had' mercy on me (whom be cret^ted and 
placed in this world), aid, not llply delivered 


* Refmori te p. 9 $ 0 . 
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me from the profoaod darlioess) of idolatry -n 
which I was sottk, and brought nie iiitx> the 
light of bis Gospel, and mode me a partaker 
of the doctrine of saivatiom ^ which I was 
most auworthy; and not only, with the samd 
merhy and losiag-kindness, bore with my maB>7 

f 

faplts and sihs, ^r which I deserved to bo 
rejected and cartofi'by bhit>; but also dtatbo . 
bath exercised such gentleness add kin&idss 
towards me, as to de%B fo'HMke use of nurin 
preadhing and pcOdinlgatiBg the tmtb of bis 
Gospel. And I testify and pi^i^ tihat it is 
my wish and intotttkm to spends what may re- 
maio of my Itia&L that same ^Uk and reUgion 
which he deMvered to me by his C^spel, nor 
to have any other hope Or re&ge fot'aaivation- 
than his graeioiis Adoption; oq which only 
my salvation rests. And I embrace with niy' 
whole soul tbe mercy which he has vouchaa^> 
me for the sake of Jesns Christ, by making 
propitiation for. my side hy* tile merit of bis 
death and ^ssion; «$» that satifdociion might 
be madO ' m att my old* Wansgresaioos, 
an^ the-mmiHofial o# iktfip} Jim blc|t«dt out. I 



testify abo and proA»S humbly beg of 
him that he will w ifushimd purify me by the 
blood of that supreme Redeemer, poured out 
for. the eins of the human race (efiiiso pro 
humani generis peccatis)^ that I may be per- 
mitted to stand before hia tribunal in the 
image of the Redeemer bimself. * Also 1 prp- 
k6S that 1 have diligently laboured, according 
to the measure of grace and loving-kindness 

wh|ch*'God has bestowed on me, purely and 
« 

simply to preach bis word both in my sermons 
and in my writings and commentaries, and 
faithfully interpret bis Holy Scriptures, I tes- 
tify also and profess that in all the contentions 
and debates which I have bad with the ene- 
mies of the Gospel, I have* made use of no 
tricks nor sophistical and bad methods, but 
have acted candidly and sincerely in defending 
the truth. 

' “ Rut, woe is me! aU my labour and zeal 
^if they deserve the name) hate been so remiss 
and languid, that I cbnfess that innumerpble 
things have been Wanting tU the right discharge 
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of my office' and.flb||ll%Eii^ 
loving'kiEdtieEE df my 

labour vodld baVe oadb useless and vaii)> Xea* 
moreover 1‘ aoknotrledgd ttiEt nnli^ef 'the same 


loving-kindoess had me, the gifts and 

f \ 

blessings of my lUtnd virhicli he vouchsafed h> 


me would have more and more brought n^e in 
guilty, before his tributtal, of sin and* negli- 
gence. On whicbjac^Eunt, 1 tjBS^ify and p/dfess 
that 1 have no other hope of salvktipn exoe'^t 
this one, that God, as fae-is the Father of mer- 
cies, will ehOw himself a ^a|EeV to 'me t^hd 
acknowledge ipyself ntniaOraW s^^er.” 
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Arbete 
O f l 4tta<ii W «* 

SiDC^my return fo T find an Ar- 

riti has actually he^n puSIisbed at ItaUitanne, 
in tb^ precise language that* persecutors have 
^ImokuniforOiIy adopted since £0018 the Four- 
teeny’s revocation of the £diict of JPf antes'. It 
^rhida all private reltgions meetings ^ and di- 

it ^ 

rects magistrates tq dissolve such meetings by 
force. Every person* found guilty of l>eing 
present at th^e meetfog's i» to be punished 
with fines, imprisonments, &c. 

And is It in Switzerland — Switzerland, the 

4 ♦ 

nurse of the' Reformation — Switzerland, the 
country of Zuiqgle and Ecofampadius, and 

'' (f 

Bern— Switzerland,' the last favourite refuge 
o 7 religious liberty ip Europe, that this h.as 
taken place ? Who can too strongly express 
hiaidetestaiion of such intolerant and .unebris- 


^ Referred tq p. 308* 
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~4ian measures ! For the calumiiiatedlporsoQs, 
who are the objeete of iti are aokflerwledged 
ott al} hands be ittentbers o€‘ the 

Bepublic, uneEcel^tionabte in their moral con- 
duct, and pious and devoted Christians. What 
trifling feuits the/ niiay have coftjwitted, dr 
what errors even they inay have fallen intoi 1 
do not know, wit triU ' 1 l^finble SaysSlf to 
inquire; — ^it is endu^h for ttte to'know ihat^ 
such infirmities and roil^es, saf^singthemto 
exist, are no paHiatioD wfaatev^ of the abb*> 
minabie guilt* of persecution. But So it. is. 
The clergy, when they refuse to acci^ of di- 
vine grace, have alyrays beSo the ttorst of ene- 
mies to real spiritual religion. All experience 

declares this, and especially the history of ^ 

^ » 

suflerings of Christ our Lord. 

* r 

I subjoin a copy df the Ari%tA, as a 
curious document, and* a sad specimen of 
what a Protestant govemment is capable of 
enacting 
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Is Coaseti du Canton de Vaud. 

Vtt lea rapportl^pftriljil^iittdll^pttisqu sur 

les prifidpes et 1^ ^ondiute iFiUle oouvelle secte en^matiire 
de r6ligiO0> Vulgairetti^t appd^e ifiB Motuiers^ qui s’est 
introduite dans le Caoton; dud qiia, sur lea Bsaembl^ea ou 
reunions decette secte qui, daba. certains lieux» ae tiennent 
alts m^mea heures qae le service du cblta public ; 

a 

• • 

*' Coiuid4rant que I'autorif^ n*i pal d a’occuper de ce 
.qw cencerne ias ofnnions liliipeusea des individus, en 
tantqu'eHea a’idflaeat pas sur t’ordre pubUque, il aat nean- 
n^Hiis d« sdD ddvo^d’iatefranir, Imaqua ces opimons se 
manifesteat'par des actes «x(4iiearas qui fen^ent d troubiei 
cetordrdpubtic;’^ > 

. ** Consid^nt que la. itotnreUe seete dont il s’agit, a 
donn^ lieu sur divers points du Canton d des ddsordres 
plus ou moins grftves, qui, s^ds A'dtuent arrdtds dans leur . 
I^diidfe cause, pduit^nt av^ ^ar ieiir d^vebppement 
rdtdrfeur de facheux resultato ; 

" Considdrapt que ces sectaires (Mit deelar6|>ar I’lUter- 
tnddiaire (b cpux qui 's’aunoncent couiuip letus chefs ou 
dil^ccteurs, qulls se 'sdparent de I’Eg^ise Nididialc et se 
ngnddDt independansT des *jnstitotions et ordouiutdces qui 
h dgami,. poor former wuivdle ; 

« “ Cousidhiam que ies Ucbs qui se font ^n$ leur a&- 

Vi|A>\ 46» cotw^unaveut mi^uv vbiWde iUte, fetrawgci k 
h rf£gioa% } 
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“ Consid^rant que Iqs principes (Uronn^a ou exs^^fis 
professes dans les dites assemblies et banted^ebt avou^ 
sou par les sectaires, soU par cbnx q'i^''3e pr^Mtent 
comma leurs Chefs^tsonpibsoliiiQbiit subversi^ de I'erdre 
social, tbnt sous le point do vub do dans ks fiioiffles, 

que so'us celui des rapports dldvent des inttittitions 
cinles et religieoses ; * 

" Gonsidllant enfiti que les. dits slbtaires se plaint, pa^ 
leurs discours, leurs demarches, et leurs actes de prosel;^ 
tisme, dans an dkt dHiggression ouverte contra l'.%li|e 
Natiooale ; 

‘‘ Out le depaitenient*do)'eteriear~->-^Aitbt£. 

% ’ 

*' Article 1. Les Assemblies ci-dessusmeb^onpleeotu 
cxpressiment dlCendues, eommes contraiies^^Sl^'public 
et d la paix/rebgieqse. 

Art. 2. Lea Jugesde Pau^J^'^anicipalitlsj^ 
splcialement cbargis de fa^bi <li*8QlKife i9lb>ldi|^|i>Qpil 
toute assemblee ou rlunKMI de ce geni^ Ot pfa les 
moyens que la lor met k leur dispodddn potir le maintien 
de I’ordre public. 

*' Les Joges de Paix 0t les^uoicipeiitls feiont sads 
delai rapport aii Conseil d'JQtqt; des inlstn^ qu^l* duront 
prises en executioq du pi^^aaiU^qrHcle, et des circonstances 
qui auront provoqul ces mlsures. 

* ' ^ ■% 

** Artw'd. ICbutq p«raon|ie itinnie i unq de ces assemblies 

probibles, qdi n’aura pas obla db ^siute Voi^re 4d .oo 
siparer et sota convaincue d’avbir, par aa risistance, mis 
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likaf le As 4’««iploy«r I 9 lor^. ssra pOurauivie. 
. pour etre |wm cpofiwmi^agent i t’ArUch 53 du Code 
Corr^tionei {tuois jems^de ptlPoiw) $ap/i prejudice de» 
peines plus frfistes auxqopttes'lfl^ suites de «eU 0 r^8U4<M» 
pourraieM doim^ lieu.. 

4 • 

" Art. 4. Sereut poursttivitt pour punis confonn^- 
ment d |*ArticIe 58 do -Code Correctiooel (600 Itsres 
d’tmeAdtf; ou due its 4e pttsQQs)» isavMst'lft prescrit de 
■rsrtkle U de lu lot 4v % jtm, 1810> Jtous'lesi individus 
4f»t les jd^ardbes tcMdroieut agsguer dies proselytes 4 une 
siQetp' coDtndre 4 la paix religieuse et 4 Tordre public. 
Toni^qdtvidu qui b>urnirait un empiaceuiait quelconque 
. pbuV y teinr.d^ idsenibI4e» ^rsbib4es, peta envisage, 
Comme pompliie et poursuivi cooime tei. 

' ' . • ' 

" A|t 5> iBemsl' 4gaIemeaA poursoivis, pour dtrepuuu 
des ‘peines menUonnles 4 ^article pr4ie^ent tpas les mdir 
vidus reconnus pour avoir«provoqu4 pu dirigi^ une assem- 
bile prdh9>4e, ou poi# avcHr foDcU<^iti4 en quality de 
C^6, ou de DirecteUrs, ou d& tout autre mauidte sem- 
bfa|^. • 


't Art. 6> Le preseut arr^t^ sera iinprimi, piuidi4, et 
aiBch4. 11 ^aera ti^smis aiia lUeutenauts du Conseil 
d'Etat, aux luge* de l^atx, et aux Municipa^^ ebargis de 
veiller et de tejWr la uniir Apont ebeeution. 

♦ « • 

Donnbsous'le tK^eaud^'CoiH# d*iPtat4'IUHiM^^ 
*15 Janvier, 18^. 

‘ r t 

“ Svivmt its ak sifiuu.*' 
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Thus i« 4lie Inquisltioa <^j$pQta.ti«D8ferred 
to Protestant Switzerland ; and th0 noblest 
gift .pf the Refprnjation, liberty op pow* 
SCIENCE, is openly violated. 


As' thk part of the voltnue is again going 
through the press,* I take the opportunity' of 
giving some further information on the above 
most distressing subject, partiy taken from 
letters lately received from Switzerland, and 
partly from other aotbenlio sources. It is 
quite latnentabjeto see to what a teifgtb some 
of the Swiss Protestani: governments have 
actually ca<rried the spii^ of persecution. 

I first give a popy of the law passed at iAU- 
saune tast.May, four meafba after the above 
Arr^t^, and embodying thelSiDactments of that 
decree:—* 

I ^9 

Cannon 4e Vaud^ «la 

’’ ■* * , ^ 'f ’ ^ '' 

** CoiMid||utC4as pSrioni^s exidt4e9 
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cheat jk iotrOduire et i prop^ger une pouvelte aecte reli- 
^use'j 

" Voulant fiprioier j|^s actes de cette secte, qui trou- 
blent I’ordre pubhc, d4crite:^.‘, 

“ Article 1. Toute aasembl4e.de partis^ de cette 
secte, fQro)4e de personnes 4|raag4re8 ^ la.famille, poor 
y exercer le cuUe, ou y c4)4brer quelqu’une des c4r4- 
monles de PEglise, est d4fendiie, et sera iintii4^tepient 
dissoute. 

Art, S. Les personnes quifuiront pr4sid4 ou dirig4 ces 
as8embl4e8, y auront ofBci4, ou aurout foumi le local, se- 
ront respoQsables et punies^e Tune des pemes qui suiveut. 

Art; 3. Toute ac& de prosIlyUsme on de s4duction, 
tendant dgagner d ’cette ^te, est interdit;* et celui ou 
ceux qui s’en seraient reodus coupables, seront pUnis de 
I'une des peines ci-apr40. 

" Dans rappt4ciation de la gravit4 du d4nt, et daasrap- 
plicadon de la peine, les tribupaux preadront en consid4ra- 
tiou la seduction exerc4e envers les instituteurs des col- 
14ges ou Icoler, eiiveri les perWnnes du sexe, ou celles qui 
soiit sous raut(wit4 de Jparens ou tuteurs. 

Art 4. LeccoOtraventitMiB aux artldes jlet 3 ci*dessu8 
sertblii ponies, ou par t^e'aqieolie pdstrta exc4dcr 
six' cents ftaocB^ ou par fa’‘d$4tnsn’4''ql)W ou^de s4jearner 
daui telte committment jpar ^ com- 
mune pomr*^ Vepms'qui ooe attn44 uu 

pin: une ^iso^vile'd^^ii^i^' ike^der une 

; aqpifn, Ud canton qui ne 

pourm «xc4der frdi aiuf> 
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Art. 5. La defense dialler ou de sojourner dans une 
commune sera convertie en confination du condemn^ dans 
sa commune^ pour un temps qui ne pourra exceder une 
annee, dans le cas oii il aurait enfreint cette d6fense. 

La confination dans une commune sera convertie en 
prison de discipline pour le reste du temps, si le condamn6 
avail enfrient sa confination. 

Le bannis^ement hors du canton sera convertieii prison 
de discipline pour le reste du temps, si le condamn^ avait 
rotnpn son ban. 

Art. 0. Toute cause qui aura pour object uii des d61its 
pri viis par la presente loi, sera necessaireinent soumise au 
tribunal d appel. 

Art. 7. Ia' Conseil d’etat est charg6 de la publication 
rt (le I’execulion de la presente loi. 

Donne sous le grand sceau de Tetat, a Lausanne, le 20 

Mill IS24. 


Such is the harsh and inconsistent law of a 
Protestant Swiss canton, in the enactments of 
winch neither is the sect well defined, nor the 
crime clearly pointed out, nor the punishment 
invariably fixed — but all is left to the interpret 
Uitiou of tril)iinals and the eagerness of in- 
formers. It seems that if a single person, not 
of \l{v. family, should be present where the 

VOf,. I. Y 
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Scriptares are read by a parent to his children 
and servants, the whole number would be con- 
sidered as guilty. This is far more indefinite 
and oppressive than the French laws, bad as 
they confessedly are, which prohibit the perio- 
dical assembly of more than twenty persons 
without the authority of the government ; and 
thus at least define precisely the act which is to 
be considered as criminal. 

And above all, what is this prohibition of’ 
proselytism ? Are not men to be allowed, by 
reasoning and persuasion, peaceably to pro- 
pose their sentiments to others ? INIay men 
talk of politics, literature, philosophy ; and is 
religion alone — the one thing needful- \o Ik 
banished from their conversation ? 

But I proceed to give some acconni <d tlx 
actual execution of this unjust law. 

M. Charles Rochat, minister of tin* <'»o> 
pel, of the Canton de Vaud, of a respectabh 
family, and whose brother is one of tin' 
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national Clergy of the Canton^ is the first on 
whom the severity of the new law has fallen. 

k 

Five persons were found seated around a table 
in his liouse, with the Bible open before them, 
the wife of M. Rochat, a common friend^ with 
two of his sisters, and a young person, a strUn- 
ger. This was the whole crime. M. Rochat 
was found guilty of reading in his own bousei 
before his wife and four friends, a chapter of 
the New Testament ! For this he was at first, 
condemned to three years’ banishment, which, 
liowever, the Tribunal of Appeal reduced to 
one year. 

Next, M, Olivier was banished for two 
years by the sentence of the same law. 

liike judgments have been pronounced 
against MM. Chavannes, Juvet, and Fivaz, of 
whom the two former yeere previously confined 

Ti;,\ WEF.KS IN PRISON. 

"fwo females also were banished by the 
.bigeinent de Premiere Ir^tance of the tribu-. 

y 2 
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Dais of Orbe and Yverdun, on the charge. of 
similar meetings being held at their houses ; 
one of whom, however, has been since ac- 
quitted at Lausanne, as it was proved that she 
lived with her mother, and, consequently, that 
it was at her mother's house, and not at her's, 
that some friends after dinner had read the 
Bible together. 

But it is not merely in the Canton de 
Vaud that these enormous instances of injus- 
tice have occurred, at IVlufchaii.l an act 
of arbitrary power has just been committt'd, 
almost incredible from its severity. An old 
law, long obsolete, has been discovered, winch 
it seems was passed two or three hundred yt ars 
back. A simple agri’cultrur has been math 
thfe first victim of its revived powers, lb ic 
ceived into his house M. Juvet, one of liie con- 
demned ministers of the Canton de Vund, anti 
allowed him to administer the sacrament. l‘oi 
this crime he was thrown into prison ioj. 
THREE MONTHS, atid was then brought up m 
chains and with a rope drawn tight round jn 
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neck to receive sentence. Ten vears op 
BANISHMENT WRS the punishment pronounced 
— and if he shall attempt to return before the 
expiration of this term, he is to be marked 
WITH A HOT IRON for the first offence, and for 
the second to be hung. No passport was 
given him ; so that he is left to be bunted about 
from place to place like the most degraded 
criminal. This worthy man, whose name is 
Magnin, has a wife and three children, for 
whom he has now no means of procuring sup- 
port. ” 

Such is the account which has just been 
received. Possibly some slight ciccumstan.ces 
may he inaccurately stated, froni want of more 
complete information on the part pf my corrp 
spondenis; but of the main facts, no doubt 
whatever can be entertained. Grosser acts of 
unqualified persecution have seldom been per-' 
petrated, since the glorious Reformation first 
burst the chains of Popish' darkness and 
e.;ruelty. Nor can any one thing, in my opinion, 
be so deeply criminal in the eye of that God 
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mrfaro.is the sole judge pf the consciences of his 
creatures, and who has 'committed to civil 
governments the duty of restraining and punish- 
ing open immorality and vice, and upholding 
piety and virtue; hot -not of erecting a tribunal 
over the feelings and various judgments of men 
in minor points of religious practice; much less 
of abusing the sword of justice to purposes of 
base and wanton cruelty, in matters purely in- 
different. 

Our Warburton has nobly shown, that for 
the magistrate to meddle with Christian doc- 
trine and discipline, in the detail, must he the 
source of endless confusion. To maintain re- 
ligion in its elementary principles, as the spring 
of public morals, and to protect the national 
profession of it from insult and outrage, wlnlst 
a full toleration is granted to those who peace- 
ably differ from the majority with .regard to tiu; 
form of it, is the very Utmost limit of the magi.-. 
trate’s power; all beyond is persecution.* 


* AHiance of Church and State. 
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The low state of the Prot^tant Churches 
has long been lam«lted by eveij serious mind. 
But still the free toleration which for more than 
a century they have afforded to the true ser- 
vants of God, has, at least, honourably dis- 
tinguished them from the tyranny and ambition 
of the Church of Rome. Liberty of Con- 
science is the badge of the Reformation, and 
has now been fully understood and generally 
acted upon for a serv^ of years, in Protestant 
states; whilst persecution and cruelty have 
been left, as by general consent, to be one of the 
characteristics of the great Papal Apostacy. 

Other evils have, it is true, too much in- 
fected the Protestant bodies — these we do not 
palliate or conceal — but the peculiar guilt of 
|)ersccntion has hitherto been abhorred amongst 
them. Indifference, scepticism, Socinianism, 
impiety, vice, must be confessed to have. too 
widely prevailed. Some of the Reformed 
Cimrches have, alas! lamentably declined 
iVoin evangelical truth and vital religion, and 
have been long verging further and further 
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frodi the stricthess of the Gospel in every re- 
spect; except as this one blessing oi religious 
FREEDOM has Supplanted the monster persecu- 
tion, and has left an opening for the “ witnesses 
to prophecy,” as the Apostle speaks, “ in 
sackcloth.”* So long as this was the case, a 
hope of a revival of religion might always be 
entertained ; because true Christians were still 
allowed, by their public and private labours, 
to endeavour to persuade and convince man- 
kind. Declines, in spiritual religion, are the 
fruits of our fallen nature generally, and are 
quickly remedied as often as the mercy of 
God returns to a people, and a continuance of 
religious freedom allows that mercy to ope- 
rate. 

Thus, in England, the generous spirit ni 
toleration left open the way for the cAtf iisue 
revival of real Christianity which is now goiuL; 
on amongst uS; and has attended, m ( vei ;, 
step of its progress, the diffusion of the ( vai- 


* Rev. xi. G. 
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gelical doctrines on which that revival rests. 
But if persecution be once permitted to resume 
its baneful influence — if the witnesses for Christ 
and his grace, in a corrupt world, be banished 
or imprisoned — if the peculiar doctrines of the 
redemption of the Gospel, which brought our 
forefathers out from the Church of Rome, are 
proscribed in the very churches which were 
formed by that separation — if we unite a luke- 
warmness about divine truth, or father an in- 
difference what errors are maintained, pro- 
vided men are not living and preaching accord- 
ing to the true faith of Christ, with a spirit of 
intolerance and persecution — that is, if we 
join the worst incidental evils of Protest- 
antism, with the foulest direct enormities of 
I’opery the consequence will be, that our 
• candlestick will be removed out df its 
place,"* and the fearful arm of the Saviour be 
sooji aroused in the defence of his violated cause. 
Soon will “judgment overtake us” — soon 
will “ the ambassadors of peace” be recalled 


* Rev. ii. 5. 
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— 8001) will national calamities “ avenge, the 
‘ quarrel of God’s covenant” — soon will the 
ministers of grace be sent to other people 
“ bringing forth the fruits thereof” — and the 
Protestant Churches be left “ as a cott^e in a 
vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, 
as^a besieged city — and then the strong Ehall 
be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark ; and 
they shall both burn together, and none shall 
quench them.”* 

I know it is alleged, in extenuation of 
severe enactments, that enthusiasm and dis- 
order are the consequences of unlimited tolera- 
tion — ^but I know how weak and futile are 
such allegations. Undoubtedly, most great 
revivals of religion are attended, through the 
infirl&ity of our nature, with some extiava 
gancies and excesses — no wise man can expect 
it to be otherwise — but what is the true reineti y 
of such evils? Not persecution, but the lore* 
'of reason and right conduct — the influeuce <*! 


* Isaiah i. B. ;51. 
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sound and holy doctrine~tBe jpersuasion of 
Scriptural warningis and admonitions — the calm 
and friendly treatment which experience and 
wisdom famish to youth and indiscretion-^ 
and especially the preaching of the full truth 
of the Gospel, in all its sobriety and- force, 
by the established ministers of the Chu^h. 
Against such weapons enthusiasm has 
been able to stand. It soon dies away. iThe 
minds of men are gradually infonhed. The 
Scriptures are seen to abound with the most 
suitable examples and instructions against it. 
The new teachers of religion acquire growth 
and solidity — a distinction is made between 
true and false zeal — -the consequences of in- 
temperate warmth are observed in the folly of 
those who are most heated with it — and, at 
last, a genuine and sound piety of principle 
and conduct is generally recognised and cul- 
tivated.* 

Cequi nous occupeaujottrd’bai.n’est point uneqnes- 
ti«n de liautc in6taphy6ique r<i|igieu8e, c’est une question 
d(- simple justice et de simple bon sens : c’e*t de savoir si 
des tiomnics verlueux datis^teilrs relations 'socials, si des 
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Siich is , the natural course of things. — 
Whereas, if the sword of vengeance is raised 
against pious and unoffending citizens, on the 
ground of religious opinions and practices, all 
is thrown into confusion — the innocent and 
conscientioujs are punished — the sanctity of 
truth is outraged — the progress of reformation 
stopped — the Spirit of grace quenched and 
dishonoured — the chains of ignorance, irfdiffer- 
ence, and vice, forged and prepared — all 
inquiry into real religion checked — the timid 
part of the clel-gy, induced by fear, to conceal 


citoyens irr^prochables dans leurs actes, seront poursuivis 
pour les sentimens intimes de ieur coeur ; si Ics tribunaux 
civils d^un pays libre et protestant seront assimilt^s au Saint- 
Office de PEspagne superstitiense et asservie, si des 
municipaux de village deviendront juges en inatiere cic 
dogme et d^hferesie, et si la predication de chaque ininistre 
de TEvangile sera soumise d cette inquisition siibalttini;; 
cestde savoir si on sera pers6cul6, emprisonne^ banni pom 
avoir prife Dieu et In la Bible avec 4cs amis, et si, sous k; 
V 2 un pr6texte d’une dissidence d’opinions dogmaliques, dts 
citoyens paisibles pourront 6tre impun^meiit injuries 
maltrait^s par une populace brutale.’’ 

Such is the forcible manly reasoning of an aificie 
in Les Archives du Christianisme, for March 1825, 
which much of* the above information is derived. 
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and abridge the truth of the Gospel — every 
thing reduced to a formal and. stationary 
routine — a dead calm spread over the Church 
— and every thing lost as to vital piety. Thus 
the surest foundations of national prosperity 
are dug up — the spring of virtuous enterprise 
broken — 'inorals left to mere natural motives — 
arts, science, commerce, discouraged and ener- 
vated — and, above all, the blessing of Almighty 
God withdrawn. 

1 trust that the remonstrances of Protestant 
Europe may prevail with the Swiss Govern- 
ments to reconsider their proceedings i and that 

ere long this foul blot on the Reformed Churches 

# 

may be wiped out, and the true spirit of 
religious liberty and toleration again dis- 
tinguisii and bless their communities. It is 
understood, that many of the clergy of the 
(Canton de Vaud bitterly regret the steps which 
have been taken; but are at present borne down 
by the magistrates in the Council. Whether 
those clergy might have (^evented the enact- 
ment of the Law, if they had boldly and' folly 
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protffited against it from the first, it is now ini> 
possible to say, and in vain to inquire. 1 can 
only hope, that the repeal of it will as speedily 
as possible obliterate the memory of the lament- 
able facts which have been just related. 

Such a hope is not too sanguine. Already 
has a most forcible remonstrance been pre- 
sented to the Government, signed by twenty-six 
ministers. . This cannot but produce good. 
The document is valuable, both as it explicitly 
avows the adherence 6t so large a part of the 
clei^y to the admirable Helvetic Confession 
(which, next to our own Thirty-nine Articles, 
is perhaps the best of all the Protestant Con- 
fessions), and also as explicitly disavuivs tin; 
principles of persecution. The following art- 
extracts : 

— “ Nous d6clarons done ici solcni»(‘lh*- 

. ment que nous regardons la confession d<' foi 

He}v6tique comme conforrae aux paroh^s th- 

I’Ecriture Sainte, et* k la doctrine de notro 
» 

i^a*iveur J6sus-Clirist, regies invariahles dc 
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notre foi; et que, loin de prScher oi d’ensei^er 
rien qui lui soit contraire, noas I’adoptooa sin> 
cerement et en suivons fidi&lement les directions, 
nous y tenant pour obliges, devant Dieu et 
devant les hommes, par notre convictioit intime 
et par le serment que nous avons prdt6 en con- 
sequence.” — 

— “ Nous pensOns que le Christianisme ne 
doit s' etendre et r6gner que par les armes de 
ia persuasion, rendues efiicaces par lagr^ce de 
I’Eternel notre Dieu ; que, de plus, les rigueurs 
pourVaient aigrir et eloigner da vantage, ceux 
que la douceur edt peut-etre ranaenes; que 
les lois, pour pen qu’elles fussent s6veres contre 
des separatistes, pourraient preter des armes 
trop redoutables aux hommes moins edairea 
(juo les 16gislateurs, et qui auraient it en faire 
rapplication ; qu’elles pourraient enlin induer 
d’linc mani6re fdcheuse sur le jugement du 
fieuple moins edaire encore: opinion que nous 
lie pourrions que trop justitier par Thistpire des 
demoI6s religieux de tpus les tempS et de tous 
tel lieux. Ainsi, reponssant .de toutes nos 
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forces le reprocbe de pers^catipo dont le clerge 
est si souvent I’objet, nousdematidons, da fond 
deiiotre coeur, k notre Dieu et notre Sauveur, 
qu’il incline ^ la cl6mence le coeur de nos 
souverains magistrals; qu’ils se regardant 
comme les p^res de tons ceux qui ont le bon- 
hebr de vivre sous leur gouvernement, et les 
prot6gent 6galeinent; que s’ils croient devoir 
dfeployer la s6v4!rit6 des lois, suivaut leurs 
attributions, ce ne soit jamais pour gener la 
conscience de leurs administres, dont elle est le 
doraaine sacre et inviolable ; qu'ainsi, aban- 
donnunt d Dieu le SQin de punir les offenses qui 
ne regardent que lui, ils laissent au temps, a la 
gr&ce et a la persuasion qui d6coule de la saiuto 
parole, le developpemeut de leurs .salutaires 
effets.”— 

With a protest containing such sentiinojif*^, 
I do not despair of the Swiss Chnndit^ 
Truth will revive and spread. The doctrines 
of the .Reformation will flourish the nion! 
for this attempt to oppress them. The con- 
sciences of men will be awakened ; and |#i 



so<'u(ioii will fail, aa it cvor hllf^ (foiw of 

(TUSllillir ‘"THE (jlOSPEL OF THE GRAC:K OF 

The immense importance of the case will, 

J am sure, plead my excuse for these observa- 
tions and extracts. Protestant Switzerland 
stands on tin; edi^e of a most fearful precipice. 
The eondnet of the cliurch of Geneva will be 
' oiisidi-red in a future part of this work, and 
Mk rel'ore is not here adv(*rted to.* 


' I {. ihr il'iAr j S unallPrcd iu the present edition. 
1 I ht'li 've, un' corrert, and the observations still 
U) ’he oxistmi; state ot’thing's. The last ac- 
. \,t'i vJiir*. I ;>.in actpiaintotl are tho^^e stated in the 

’ *■; ■ : *(i. At)V;nil)e; and Dcconibt'r J8‘26 — Throe 

' ’ . ;■ :■(’ d I', ireentien, in the laeo ofprotestant Europe^ 

-i !'!. iJ.M MiK eiiipleyed in various ways for awakening a 
' d-ttp in U'.e minds of the Lausanne authorities, is 
■ • • : 111 ' Ihit 1 have had an op])ortunity of con- 

< ip t'i t w'u [teisiais of iii/lucnco iu the Pays dc 
im M V liM-nr.thh ]>rejudiees ngainsLall spiritual religion 
' it, -' po'^M'ss thru minds, convinced me of the 
!> ilu* pi'tspcnlmn. ,ind of the hopelessness of 
' p 1 < \ J i>Y mere argument. Divine grace, the influ- 
I . fi’H-i . <»!' ('onscicnce, conversion, the helv lives 
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and deaths of the sufferers, the rapid spread of the proscribed 
doctrines^ the removal of the chief persecutors by sickness, or 
change of abode, or the hand of death — these are the means 
which a good Providence will employ, in its ovvn time, for the 
relief of the injured and oppressed. In the mean while, may 
earnest prayers be poured out by all those who love the Saviour, 
in behalf of the sufferers, and of the sacred cause in which 
they are engaged. — March 1827. 
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Geneva, Sept. 2, — Martigny, Sept. 6, 1823. 


Translation of Scott Cathedral at Lausanne •*— Pdre 
Girard — Mont Blanc — Conversation Mritfa Genevese-^ 
Savoy — Bonneville — Valley of Close — Goitres St. 
Martin’s — Ch^e — Servoz— De ^Mssure — Chalmouny 
Glacier of Bossons — Accident in Ascent of Mont Blanc 
— Italian Gentlemen — Montan vert — Couvercle — Mer 
de Glacc — Alps — Infamous sentence in Strangers’ 
Book — T^te Noire — Trient — French Emigrants* 


Lausanne, 

Sq^. 18 ^. 

MV DEAREST 'siSTEj^^ 

Y&sisfiltDA.Y r W9a:emplbyj^;^ whole 
morning in exft^iiiiiog * two chaillens of J the 
translation of Stsbtl^ wlN^ch .1 had Wugfafvi^j^ ' 

a;. 3 
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me from Geneva. I went over it, line by line, 
and word by word. It gave me satisfaction ; it 
is, so fdr as I see, faithful, clear, simple ; no- 
thing is omitted, nothing changed. But 1 am 
no kind of judge. A good translation is a task 
of inconceivable difficulty. The value of the 
original work rises in my view every time I 
consult it — such solidity — honesty — strong 
sense — originality — theological knowledge — 
evangelical purity of doctrine — simple follow- 
ing of the mind of the sacred writers — freedom 
from party-spirit^ discretion — sound and man- 
ly criticism — acute resolution of difficulties— 
practical and holy tendency throughout — 1 
really know of no commentary, except perhaps 
Calvin’s, which is equal to it. 

What 1 most want, is more steady com- 
petent labourers ; there is still very, very much 
h> be done before St. Matthew will be ready 
for the press. 1 am going off to-day to meet 
our friends at Geneva, about the work ; and 

n 

then to ytooeed to Cbamonny. It is pos- 
aible>>'we may go ,ob to Mart/goy and even 
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Milan, and return by Lyon. The weather is 
most inviting. 

In going to the Cathedral yesterday, I found 
it was built on an extremely high hill; yoto 
first ascend a street exceedingly steep, and 
then come to a singular covered staircase (in 
the open street) of one hundred and seventy 
steps ; so that the church stands quite on a 
pinnacle; t^e view which it presents of the 
surrounding country ia of almost unequalled 
extent and sublimity. The Academy is near 
the Cathedral. It was founded in 1537. fienty 
Stephens and Beza .were formerly Professors 
in it. It has noyr about two hundred students. 
The Library is remarkable for the books left 
to it by Dom Jacynthe de Quiros, a Spanish 
gentleman who, in 1756, quitted the Church of 
Rome, embraced the Reformed religion, and 
became Professor of Ecclesiastical History at 
Lausanne. 

At one o’clock yesterday I visited a piOus 
family, two or three miles from Lausatme, qt a 
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bollsE beautiAilly situated in the midst of vine- 
yards and commanding a fine view of tl^e Lake. 
I had a most afifectiug conversation with them. 
The father,, mother, sisters, all seem quite in 
earnest about tbeir salvation. But, unhappily, 
they bate few wise, enlightened guides. Too 
many of the ministers at Lausanne, with much 
prthodoxy and zeal, are said to want that 
humble, and practical knowledge of the Gos- 
pel, as a concern of the heart, without which 
they cannot direct others. On the other hand, 
a pious minister (who has lately been silenced) 
has fallen into the dangerous error of always 
dwelling on the mysterious doctrine of the 
divine election, &c. ; so that the serious people 
are almost as sheep without a shepherd . What 
a delight is it on a journey to be able to advise, 
comfort, and strengthen, in any degree, the 
minds of distressed brethren in the faith’ I 
could scarcely tear myself away from this 
family. 


At Geneva, things I a& told are much 
worse than here, as to the publii’ <loctritit-> 



LETTER XI. M, GIRARD. 343 

taught by the clergy. The de^^ejn f^%ioD 
began in that city about eighty, yeRrs back, 
when tlie subscription to tlie formulary of the 
Swiss Reformers — the noble and niost^. 8cnp> 
tural* Helvetic confession— was abolished ; 
came in Voltaire as a resident in the town; 
next, the Catechism of Calvin was ^oiie away 
with; lastly, a rhgUment was issued about six. 
years since, drawn up with adroitness and 

' ’ -if' 

caution, but plainly intended to prevent the 
ministers from preaching explicitly and folly 
on the Divinity of Chrisf, original sin, gracp, 
arid predestination— the three former of which 
articles contain the very sum and substance of 
the Gospel ; and the latter of which is undoubt* 
cdly an important scripttfral doctrine.. Thus, 
from beingtheflowerof the Reformed churches, 
Geneva has (for the time, and I trust jt , will be 
only for a short time) fallen into the gulph of 
Deism and ^ocinianism. 

1 have obtained a copy of the pamphlet 
published by th,e fei^ds Of M. Girard, the 
school-master at Fribourg,; giving an account 
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of thu whple of his proceedings. It is autho* 
rize'd by the Mnnicipal Council. It seems that 
the charge alleged against him was, tliat his 
schools of mutual instruction were hostile to 

A 

religion. The statement, however, of M.. Gi- 
rard proves that the principles of religion, and 
religion too of the Roman Catholic form, 
entered into all his arrangements. The Catho- 
lic Catechism of the diocese was* the chief 
hook, and his schools were warmly approved 
of by the Bishop. Still the Jesuits were dis- 
satisfied, because some good sense and sincere 
piety were apparent in M. Girard’s method. 
His crime was, that he mdide/ailA working by 

V 

lofoe the end and foundation of his instruction ; 
* ( 

that he was attached to the principles of 
F6n61on and Rollin, and avoided all mere 
mechanism in education; that he laboured, as 
he states, to place religion in the understand- 
ing and in the heart of the children. 

The Municipal Council of Fribourg, not 
withstanding the arts of the Jesuits, solemnly 
assure him of their approbation. They tell 
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him, “ That their Master-instructoi) Divine 
Redeemer, neglected not, in bis iilstractioas, 
the forming of the heart ; his manner' of teach- 
ing was never a dry theory. You are, then, 
Reverend Father” (they continue), “ misunder- 
stood — the expression is too weak— but truth 
at last will resume her rights. Man proposes; 
(lod disposes. . We think, that l^ause God 
loves our school, he has pleased to visit it with 
chastisement. 


‘‘ The Municipal Council, faithful to its 
oath, will fulfil its duties, of which it feels the 
honour and the importance; not one of its 
members would charge himself, as it respects 
the present and future generations, with the 
responsihility of being indifferent at such a 
solemn moment. Let us hope! God whom 
wc invoke, will protect our children, and save 
thorn from the abyss.” 

Nothing can be more affecting, I think, 
than this touching appeal. An address from 
the heads of families in Fribourg closes the 
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pRlQplilet, tostifyiug to the same facts. ** Qur 
coavictioiifH i^|y they, “ ought to be* of some 
weight in the scale; we have a right to ex- 
press it. And who are the best judges ? those 
who blame the school without knowing it ; or 
the fathers of families, the earliest teacbeis of 
their children, who have constantly their eye 
fixed on their morals, their docility, their pro- 
gress, and who can compare the present with 
the past?” 

The. pamphlet was published at Fribourg 
about four months since, it affords a furthoi 
illustration of the good which is going on in 
Catholic, countries, to an extent we have little 
idea of in England; but, at the same time, ol 
the spirit of the Jesdts and chief rulers in the 
present councils of the Popedom. 

Geneva^ Wednesday Morning, Five o'dot h 
—We had a delightful sail yesterday in tlu 
sfimittirboat. >Tbe only drawback on our plea 
smre was, that my dear Mrs. W. was not with 
us; her health obliges her to remain tranquil 
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during this our second iWintaitt tour: The 
view of the banks of the Lake, as v^e sailed by, 
was exquisite, especially as th6 evening drew 
on. We passed the chMeau of Prangins, where 
Joseph Buonaparte resided after bis Spanish 
•dream Of royalty. The Mont Blanc' was 
visible above the mountains of Savoy, almost 
the whole way; and at sunset, it retnamSd 
illuminated, or rather gilded by the sun, full 
twenty minutes after eyery other mountain was 
in the shade. Its height is not apparently 
greater than that of the Jungfrau ‘Alp; but its 
extent, size, various ridges, enormous plat* 
forms, &c. make it infinitely more majestic ; it 
appears litemlly a region of ice and snow. 

During our passage, 1 bad a long conversa* 
lion with some respectable young Genevese, 
on various religious topics. It was grievous to 
see how the poison of the prevailing sentiments 
.it Geneva had infected their minds. They 
buemed to have no fixed principles, eixcept a 
loose getieial notion that the Bible was the 
llic word of God. All the evangelical doc-' 
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trines they thouglit .hai'sb, doubtful, or unim- 
portant — m^ral instruction was. all that man 
required— every one had a right to put bis own 
sentiments on the New Testament, as the Re- 
formers bad put theirs — all opinions were 
eqnally'good, if men's conduct only was con-* 
formed to them. Such is the sophistry by 
which the stupendous revelation of a divine 
Redeemer, dying for our sins, and sanctifying 
us by his Spirit, is evaded, and the dregs of 
heathen < ethics alone retained — that is, the 
whole Bible; as the standard of tmth, is over- 
thrown, and “ the imaginations of man's own 
heart” substituted in its place. 

At our landing, our kind friends were wait 
ing for us on the shore, and 1 had a conference 
with them for two hours. They met me again 
for three hours, this morning at seven. W* 
are gradually arranging the plan of the publi- 
cation of St. Matthew, i agreed to provitic a 

person to copy the MSS. fair for the printer; 

* 

fixed January the first for ,the time when all 
should be ready for the pre.ss; and promised 
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to meet them again in ab 9 i:|t three wee^»i'''on 
my return from Chamouny. Gen^yese 

* friends seem men of the deepest piety and 
sweetest spirit of love; I was delighte^ and 
-edified. I foi^ot to say, that our lodgiugo- 
house at Lausanne is Maisou Miliquet St. 
Pierre, premiere 6tage; it is quite worth re*" 
cording, in order to inform any friends, who 
may be coming to Latisanne. 

Bonneville, 13 miles from Genepa, h^~past 
Two . — We are now in the Duchy of Sfavoy, at- 
tached to the kihgdofi(i of Sar^oia. The capital 
is Turin, In^lch we^hope to eee. before we re- 
turn. Our road has run through the va|ley of 
the Arve. The country has bee# singularly 
beautiful, something like the valley of the 
Rcuss, only that the river Reuse' jincoippara- 
bly surpasses the muddy, straggling, wander- 

^^9 • * 

mg Arve, 'whose shores- are desolation itself. 
Savoy is Catholic; and negligent, in^lent, and, 
m many parts, dirty, ^he, vines, instead of 
being regularly planted and supported in rows, 
as in the neighbouring lands,, j^aitively 
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to 'grow at randoiD, in the most 
sotrambfiag foanner^'^ oh 'tilie ground, with pota> 
toes ox ^willows riinng^ among them. This 
smaiit market town df Bonnerille has six hun> 

t '< 

dived, inbabitaiits. Just before 1 left Geneva, 
^tom; parcel arrive from London. 1 had 
*toaie to send it on to ‘Lausanne without a 
mommit’s ddlajr< 

St» Martin^ near to Salknche, 36 miles from 
Gmevot a'ehpfe.-^Vfe have bad a most 

dtarnd^drivet' The valley of Close opened 
upon us about two league from Bonneville. 
Cluse (the Roman Clausum, because, accord- 
ing to some, it appemrs to close up entirely the 
valley) is fbinmitieally situated on the Arvo. 
The craggy mountains are in contrast with the 
sweet fmrtiihty of the valley, and vary so perpe- 
tually in their outline, site, and appearance, 
that it ia< impossible for words to convey any 
adequate idea of them. At one particular spot, 
three small canncm v/ere drawn up by some 

peasants and fimd, to give us die pleasure ol 
* «!■ 
hearing tho^vepo^d echo of the mountains. 
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Two things distressed qs to<day« ooe a 
tural, the other a moral defeet^i||iBh9tf '.every 
second person here has a swollen toee&;.eofi}e- 
times so as to distort the whole figure ; it olr 
most amounts to a goitre; children often have 
it. Besides other inconveniences, I -conceive 
it must materially impede the poor in 'theiT 
labours. The other defect is, the lfmoteutable 
misery and superstition of these parts. We 
actually saw on a cross, by the road-side, this 
notice, “ The. Archbishop of Cbamberry and 
Bishop of Geneva grOnts forty days’ indulgence 

, t » 

to ail those who shall say before this orow^ a 
pater, and an Ave-Maria, with an act of contri- 
tion, 1819.” And yet. this Bishop of Geneva' 
ruled that fine Canton till the .Reformation; 
and it was onlyin 1754, that the.Duke of Savoy 
relinquished- his claims upon it, 0 what, a 
blessing is deliverance from^ the mcmstroiiis 
domination and errors the Church of Rome! 
The Duke once made, as perhaps you know, 

a base attempt to seiah the tow», in IS04, *10 

» 

the dead of the night; attd dui^ a profound 
peace: the hcarokiinofthe filwis% howdvep, was 
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tiot to be overcome; and they repuliSOd the 
invaders.' The river Arve, by which we have 

v 

been travelling) is a torrent springing in Savoy, 
and pouring into the Rhone, near Geneva; it 
swells so suddenly at times, as to cover all the 
adjoining fields, and do great mischief. 

’ Servoa, 'on the road to Chamouny, 1 1 o'clock^ 

I 

Tkwrsdayy Sept. 4. — We set off at eight this 
morning, after wretched beds, and a wretched 
breakfast; but all has been repaid by the mag- 
nificent view we had of Mont Blanc, in all its 
* ‘ . 
splendour. The mass, or rather chain of Alps, 

bearing the general name of Mont Blanc, co- 
hered with perpetual snow, rose over the inter- 
vening mountains. The contrast between the 
snowy terrors of the Alps, immediately above 
us, and the rich ^erdure of the^ valley, the pro- 
fusion of tr^s on the bills, and the lovely mea- 
dows creeping up their sides, by which we 
were passing, was r^lly incredibly striking. 

The outline of the fir-crowned mountains, m 

* * 

the near prospect, was surmounted with the 
snows of Mottht Blanc, apparently quite close, 
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SO that it seemed impossible that we should be 
melting with heat, so near to tremendous ice 
and cold. At one point, .we had first the 
small lovely Lake of Ch^de at our feet ; then 
its banks, gently rising and presenting them- 
selves above ; next the verdant thountains ; and 
lastly, Mont Blanc, of which the vast snowy 
summits were beautifully reflected in the clear 
surface of the lake. 

Before, however, we came within view of 
this astonishing Alp, we stopped to visit a fine 
cascade at Ch^de village.^ The torrent falls 
altogether above one hundred feet; but it is 
divided into five different branches or beds, 
which the stream has worked for itself. It was 
very curious to see a beautiful rainbowy'as early 
as nine in the morning, formed by the spray, 
and which, from the point where we stood, 
was nearly an entire circle, beginning in the 
rain upon the grass on one side, continuing 
over the torrent, and thenTeturning to the grass 
almost under our feet on the other. But I can 
VOL I. 2a 
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tilink of nothing' but Mont Bknc ; it so much 
sarpasse^ 4ll my ' expectations. When our 
good friend was here fbtfr. years ago, the day 
was wet, and he saw nothing ; the weather to- 
day is superb, and we see every thing. The 
very village where we now are is romantic 
beyond description. I am sitting at the door 
of the inn, writing on a rough wooden table, 
which shakes at every movement of my hand 
' —the village church just in view — a few scat- 
tered houses aronnd it — three noble moun- 
tains guarding it behind, on which some tine 
clouds 4re just resting — fruitfulness apparent 
all around — whilst company are driving up to 
the village, oh the same errand with ourselves , 
and the sun froip behind the mountains is 
castjlig Ibe prospect into alternate light an<i 
shade. 

Astonishing indeed are the works of th< 
great God^ — impreefsed with the footsteps oi 
Me majesty, power, and grace. We only want 
a heart constantly raised up to him in grati- 
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tude« and seeing him' in all the operations .of 
his hands, to complete the datjr; and enhance 
the pleasnre of such a scene of wonders! 

Chamoun^, Seven o'clock, Thwsdoff Ece^ 
ing, 24 miles from St. Mmtin's. — After leading 
Servoz, we sopn entered the valley of Cba- 
moiiny, whieh, as late as 1741, was almost 
entirely unknown. Two Englishmen then ex- 
plored it. In 1760,. M. de Saussure undertook 
his first journey to it. The ascent of MOnt 
Blanc by that enterprising, traveller,) in 1787, 
brought it at length into notice; and nearly 
one thousand strangers soon visited it annu- 
ally. The reputation of the valley, and the 
conveniences prepared for travellers, have been 
increasing ever sin<;e; so that we have foapd 
here one of the very best inns’ Hr Switzerland, 
Chamouny is separated’ from ail the gvfat 
roads, and seems qmte Cut off iirom the rest of 
the world. It istabonl ttitel«6 miles long, and 
a mile broad. At the entrapce'of the vidley is 
a monument erected to a naturalijst, who fell 

2 a2 
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down a fissure a few years sinte, by neglecting 
bis guide, and was lost. Such warnings per- 
petually occur. A lad with a trumpet asto- 
nished us, at a particular part of the road, with 
the echo which the Alps returned at every 
blast. 

About a league jfrom Chamouny, we came 
to the small village of Bossons, above which 
is a most noble glacier, so situated, that tra- 
vellers are’ able to cross over it. We ascended 
the contiguous mountain, excessively steep, 
about two thousand five hundred feet. We 
then-passed over the heap of loose stones, cast 
up by the last 4boulement, which lay between 
us and the glacier, and thns came on the soli<l 
mass of ice and frozen snow. There was oik 
great fissure in it, which it was terrible to look 
do^wn ; and at the bottom of which roared a 
torrent of water ; all the surface of the glacier 
was slippery, from the heat*of the sun upon it. 
'Is was cold as December. The scene was 
very- fine. 
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After making our way across, we had ^ a 
much more difficult heap, or rather ruin of 
stones and loose rocks, first to ascend and 
then to descend, before we could find the path 
which led again to Bossons. Part of the 
road which we took was that by which De 
Saussure, with his eighteen guides, ascended, 
in 1787. Indeed we may be said to have been 
at the foot of Mont Blanc all the afternoon. I 
see one of its summits (fifteen thousand five 
hundred feet, the highest ridge in the old 
world) at this moment from my chamber- 
window. On a ridge of the Alp, perhaps two 
thousand feet above me, a fire is just now 
lighted, as a sign of rejoicing that no animal 
has been lost during the day in driving down 
the cattle for the winter. 

Almost the first person I saw in the inn here 
was a gentleman from England, who three 
years ago ascended JVfont Blanc, in a company 
of sixteen. They reached the grand plateau 
of the Alp (thirteen thousand five hundred 
feet), the fourth day, after incredible fatigues. 
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lirtiiQ raio, sbow, col4, and the hard roclos, with 
Sbly a covering of leather to protect them 
daring, the night. They were obliged to «end 
.down two gnides, the second day, for food. 
On^this raat plateau, or ledge, they found an 
•immense quantity of fresh fallen snow, not 
' frozen it was extremely laborious to walk on, 
-the enow was so deep ; sdil none. of the guides 
apprehended danger. But on a sudden the 
whole field of snow on which they were tread- 
ing gave way, and overwhelmed the unfortu- 

r 

nate travellers ; their footing sunk ; and they 
were covered, rolled along, borne away, by 
the enormous avalanche. The snow lodged in 
the next fissure, or crevasse, which it met in 
its descent. Three guides unhappily perished ; 
the other thirteen persons extricated themselves 
yvith infinite difficulty — or rather were prc 
served- by the mercy of God. 

Still persons are frequently ascending; or 
attempting to aseend, for- they seldom reacli 
'the i'eal summit. Six guides went up with a 
single. Bnglish man the* day before yesterday ; 
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audsonae friends have been'all to-'day wateMl^ 
them iVom the inn, with a telescope: theyiare 
expected down to-oight. The first persons 

who ever reached the summit of Mont Blanc 

♦ 

were James Balma and Dr. Paccard, in 1796. 
The following year M. De Saussiire> with 
eighteen guides, attained the same 'eminence. 
He spent five hours there. . The rarity of the 
air was such, that his pulse was above 100; 
he had no appetite, and sutfered much from 
intolerable thirst. The winding path is be- 
tween fifty and sixty miles altogether, of steep 
ascent. 

We have met here an Italian gentleman, with 
wiiom we had made a slight acquaintance at 
Basle ; a quick, ready, sensible man — talking 
French and English tolerably well— -one who 
lias for above twenty years spent his summers 
in f ravelling — neat in bis person— about forty 
years of age — equipped with all the smaller 
conveniences which so ’long On experience- 
rould not fail to give him— he has read a good 
deal of history add politics, and is very com- 
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He has one very good pracjttce ; 
he never sets out on a tour* till be has devoted 
six months to a thorough study of all the best 
.writers on the country he is about to^visit. A 
turo to satire gives a point to his remarks. His 
admiration of England is extreme ; but 1 can 
observe, that he takes a pleasure in relating 
little anecdotes to the disadvantage of indivi- 
dual Englishmen. He has collected five sto- 
ries in his present tour. 1 suppose be calls 
himself a Catholic; but he has clearly no just 
impression of the importance of religion. He 
speaks on the subject with levity, and even 
indecorpm ; mingling the tenets of his church 
with the essential truths of Christianity, and 
laughing at both. He was just now telling 
one of the guides, who he beard would not cut 
flesh on Fridays, that the Pope being dead (as 
I mentioned in iny last), he was at liberty to 
eat meat whenever he liked; but that if he had 
any fears, he would give him a billet to Jesus 
Christ. I could not help remonstrating with 
him for the latter part of this sentence ; ob- 
serving, that though I was a Protestant, and 



LETTER XI. 


361 


course did not hold the Catholic Faste, I ^ilf 
agreed with the Catholics in the great truths of 
our common Christianity, and especially in 
adoration and love to our divine Saviour. He 
received the hint with perfect politeness, and 
dropped the subject. I remember the Italian 
nobleman at the Grimsel, said something, in 
the same ironical way, of the Holy Ghost 
choosing a new Fope. Secret infidelity is 
widely spreading in Italy. 

Triday Morningy half-past Six, chalet oh 
Montanvert, 3,150 feet above Chamouny. — We 
were called this morning at half-past three, 
and started at half-past four, for the Jardin on 
the Mer de Glace, in a party of thirteen ; a 
s*uide and mule for each, with boys, &c. We 
have been ascending two hours in fearful cold 
<tnd wind, on a road steep beyond description, 
three leagues long, amidst the ruins of fallen 
trees and rocks. 

Twelve o’clock, Cowvcrcle, Mer de Glace . — 

* • 

I am now writing on a spot, where, perhaps, 
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never man ivrote before, and whence 1 can 
scarcely look around me without terror. We 
have been- walking and climbing, for five 
hours ten or fifteen miles up hills and luoun- 
tabs of ice, snow, and impenetrable rocks, 
amidst chasms and torrents hundreds of feet 
deep. I am now on the heights of the Mer de 

Glace, nine thousand two hundred feet above 

♦ 

the sea, seated on the ground, with my letter 
and pocket ink-born before me, a rock for 
my writing-table, and my small pocket-book 
placed under my paper, to keep it a little 
steady. We have been surmounting immense 
fiitigue and danger, ever since we left the 
chalet at seven. All other difficulties arc no- 
thing compared with those which surround 
us ; and we have adescent of seven hours, not 
a little dangerous, to make, before we reach 
our inn. Still the extraordinary magnificence 
Of the Scene above, below, around ns, whejj 
one can calmly look at it, seems to recompense 
us for every thing. If we get back alive, how- 
ever, one thing f can venture to assure you of, 
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that the fatigue and terror are such a» to pvisi’ 
vent our ever coming up again. 

Chawumny, Eight in the Evening , — Thauk 
God we have all returned safe. Let me now 
give you some notion of the day’s jonmey. 
We were fourteen* hours and a half on the 
road, and went forty miles; ten miles on mules, 
and thirty on foot; which thirty were in a per- 
petual course of ascents, descents, sliding and 
jumping. After leaving the chalet on Mont- 
anvert, in the morning at seven, we descended 
and crossed the ^boulement or vast heap of 
granite and sand, which intervened between 
that and the glacier. The path was frequently 
on the surface of a shelving rock of slate, three 
inches wide, with a precipice at our. feet. When 
we came to the glacier, or Mer de Glace itself, 
we had new difficulties of every kind to sur- 
mount; and in the course of our progress thrc»q 
vast ^boulements to climb over. When we 
reached the summit of the mountain, which is 
called the Couvercle, about noon (nine thou- 
sand two hundred feet), we were so exhausted 
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with heat and fatigue, that we tbirew ourselves 
on the scanty grass growing on the rock, as if 
we . were dead. After an hour and a half’s 
rest, and a dinner on the provisions carried for 
us by the guides, we set off on our return. 
Nothing can describe the day's journey; the 
simple fact of walking thirty miles on ice and 
rock, with declivities, crevices, gulfs, ice- tor- 
rents, &c. seems sufficiently terrific, but can 
convey to you no adequate idea of the real 
scene. 

Enough, however, of our fatigues. Now, 
to give you some account of the Mcr de Glace. 
It is an enormous glacier, fo.ty-five miles long, 
and two wide, and rising to an inaccessible 
height. We only ascended to the point com- 
manding the finest view. It gave me the idea 
of a sea in a storm suddenly frozen, or choked 
with snow and ice. We saw nothing but con- 
gealed waves or rather mountains of frozen 
water. The ice is not clear and smooth, but 
mixed with sand and stones, and .on the sur- 
face alternately melted and re-frozen every 
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twenty-four hours. In all thii^ sea, changes 
are contiUnally taking place, (rom the causes ! 
assigned in a former letter: — a single day’s 
rain or snow alters infallibly a variety of places. 
The inost fearful things are the fentes, crevices^ 
or fissures, some fifty feet wide, others just 
beginning to form themselves; others like a 
well, three or four hundred feet deep, with an 
impetuous torrent pouring down them, and 
working like a mill at the bottom; together 
with thousands of rivulets formed t'y the sum- 
mer's sun on the surface. As the masses of 
ice descend, the superincumbent rocks and 
stones descend with them. These are gradu- 
ally carried along; some travel five hundred 
feet down the immense glacier in a single year. 
The foot of the Mer de Glace is in the valley 
of Chamouny, whence the river Arveiron flows, 
which joins itself with the Arve, and pours 
into the Rhone, near Geneva. 

To travel on this sea of wonders was in 
itself dangerous enough^a single inadvertent 
step might have been fatal — the extraordinary 
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sfcilL and experioace of the guides, however (for. 
«a^ person has his separate one), Wake acei'^- 
devts extremely rare. The views which we 
witnessed were enchanting. The deep azure 
of the sky in one of the finest days ever seen ; 
the vast region of ice which the sun gilded 
with his rays, and the panorama of snow-clad 
Alps, rising stnp^dously all around, are 
really beyond nay powers of description. They 
made us forget all our fatigues. The union 
and contrast of the scenes in nature apparently 
the most irreconcilable — aud all beheld for the 
first time, and under the most favourable cir- 
cumstances — produced an impression in whirh 
what was wonderful and pleasing had an equal 
^lare vdth the sublime and stupendous. In 
three spots 1 sat down, penetrated witii admira- 
tion; and made nvy guide tell me the names of 
the Alps' around me; I give the names as 
accurately as my ear could catch them ; 1 st, 
Oharacoux; 2d, Grapon; 3d, Mont Blanc; 
4tbf Le Q^atit; 5th, Tamla; 6th, Grand 
Jorasse; 7th, Petit Jorasse; 8tb, Le Sehon; 
9tii,'Les Courts; lOlh, Aigtiilles Rouges, 
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Gemme Verd ; 12tb, Le Moioe; 13tb, 
Aiguille de .0iru; 14tb, La Flecfai^re; 15th 
Le Brevent. 

1 jujst add, that the guides here are respect- 
able, well-informed men ; mine is called The 
Bird, L’Oiseau. He has been thirty-eight 
years a guide. The most respectable Swiss 
writers correspond with them. They speak ?ery 
good French — the language of Chamottny is a 
patois. There are forty of them at Gbamoumy, 
and seventy mules. Every thing is regulated 
by the government, even to the order in which 
the guides go out. Chamouny contains near 
fifty hamlets, three churches, and three thou- 
sand souls. It is a Catholic priory ; but our 
guides were intelligent, and seemingly in 
earnest, on the. subject of religion. I talked 
with my own a good deal, He cleariy dis- 
tinguished between the essentials of religion 
and luoraH and the ceremonies and usages of 
his own church. . He spoke of judgment and 
eternity, and the .sih.CMf Hian» and the death of > 
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oqr Saviour, with some feeling. There seemed 
also a conscientiousness governing his mind, 
which gratihed me a good deal. I have not 
myself met with any Catholics so well in- 
formed,. 

Chamouny, 1 must say, deserves all its 
popularity: two thousand two hundred and 
fifty visitors came to it last year; out of whom, 
about forty only w’ent to the end of the Mer de 
(j|||ace; which is some commendation of our 
courage, but, perhaps, not of our prudence, at 
least so far as I am concerned. The day has 
been beautiful — not a cloud. 

And now may it please God to fill my heart 
with praise for his works, adoration of hi^ 
awful majesty, gratitude for preservation, and a 
humble desire to see bis love, his wisdom, his 
providence, his power, his glory in all things ! 
I am sure religious feelings are the appropriate 
consequences of such a day’s excursion. It is 
most painful to me to say, that one English- 
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man* has for ever disgraced himself here by 
attaching to his name, in the Strangers’ Book, 
an unblushing avowal of Atheism. He has not, 
however, escaped a suitable and most severe 
and striking retort from one of his countrymen. 
He had annexed to his name these horrid 
W’fU’ds, ctinoKfiaTiiciK <piXav0pu>TroTaTOC Kai aOtoc.f 
Iniim.'diately under them this thrilling reproof, 
in allusion to Psalm xiv. t.J is now inserted, 

i'i( iiiv r aXi]0t<’ Xtyii, /iMpot;' ti pt], ipexxrrri^.^ 

Tru’ul, ( '(intou of Valois, Switzerland, 
'Vhrvc delock, Saturday Afternoon . — We set 
ofV iiHtrning, twenty ininutes before nine, 
<ii(i ii;!v< br(n six hours and ten minutes, 
cxiti)” <“igli(((’n miles. We have passed 
ni,.M;ih die \ alleys of Chamouny, Val Valor- 
!M« . *, iuUelet. where Sw'itzerland and Savoy 

! % ) ( \ lit sch(' Slu'llev. 

I DriiM^rnl, Philiiijlhropist, and Atheist. 

1 “ Tht' tool liath said in his lieai t, there is no God.’’ 
h'he speaks truth, he is a fool, if not, a liar. — See 
lit {‘»lian Ohspi ver, vol. for 1824. 

2 11 


1 . 
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divide ; and Trient, where we now are. Often 
as I have expressed my astonishment at the 
variety of Swiss and Savoy scenery, 1 must 
repeat the same language. Certainly nothing 
can exceed the surprise we have felt all this 
morning. We have crossed a barrier called 
La T^te Noire; and all the way, especially in 
passing the mountains, there has been nothing 
but wonders. Valleys sowed, as it were, with 
the fragments of fallen rocks ; villages of 
romantic beauty, and of architecture the most 
rude; noble firs crowning the mountain .si<le.s; 
several glaciers descending in the ravines froiii 
the common source of the Mer de (dac(;; tin 
•path now sinking into the deepest vallej, neu 
rising into a frightful precijiicc. .>ometiiiiej 
leading by rude stairs of rocks, at other time 
by torrents and sand ; the whoh- way dfvei-. 
fied with the ruins of falling firs, the e<r< el> >0 
the tremendous storms of the winters, so ns ai 
places to obstruct the path; lastly, the torn si! 
of the Trient rolling along to disgorge ilseii 
into the Rhone, whilst the alternate suce< -sm'h. 
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of barren scenery and cultivated meadows, like 
mosaic^work, in the valley and up the side of 
the mountains, completed the picture. 

But words fail, when they are attempting 

t 

to describe Switzerland. One applies nearly 
the same terms to. the valley of the Reuas, the 
Iloellenthal, the valley of Moutiers, the Ch^de 
and tlio valleys seen to-day ; and yet they are 
all widely difTercnt from each other; and each 
utterly inconceivable, except to one who has 
united tlnan lor himself. 

It was by this almost' impracticable road 
ul tile Tele iNoire, that hundred.s of French 
emij^rants escaped into the Valais, when the 
i rench invadc'd Savoy, in 17t)2. Countesses- - 
iiiarcliionesses -carrying themselves their in- 
fants (dliccrs — priests — in the midst of them 
tiie Uishop of INismes, a venerable old man, 
eighty years of age — ^formed this long and 
pitiahli? caravan. It rends the heart to reflect 
on the mivseries of that period. The rule of the 
I'rcnch on (he Rhine, was followed, as I have 
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told you, with a mixture of great good amidst 
the horrors unavoidable on revolutions; but 
their rule in Switzerland, seems to have been 
one unmixed calamity. Liberty, literature, 
morals, religion, private and pulilic happiness, 
withered at their approach ; and have only 
begun to revive since the restoration of the 
old state of things in that fine country. Bona- 
parte is, generally speaking, detested here, as 
much as he is in other places, adored. 

Saturday Evening, half-past Six. W'e arc 
just arrived at Martigny, in the V'^alais, twenty- 
seven miles from Chamouny, 

I). W 
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